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Feds to 
audit AIDS 


Wheels of Fortune, Part Two: 

The goal of a community 


spending 

by Bob Roehr 


T hree influential members of 
Congress have asked the Gener¬ 
al Accounting Office (GAO) to 
“conduct a performance audit 
and evaluation of all federal 
AIDS/HIV programs and services.” 
Such a review is not unusual when a 
program is up for renewal. 

Ryan White AIDS services pro¬ 
grams will be up for a five-year reau¬ 
thorization in 2000. The GAO report 
probably will not be completed until 
early next year. 

The April 20 request came in a let¬ 
ter signed by House Majority Leader 
Dick Armey (R-Texas) and Thomas 
Bliley, Jr. (R-Virginia), chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, which 
has jurisdiction over these programs. 

The third member, Dr. Tom 
Cobum, (R-Oklahoma), is vice chair of 
the Subcommittee on Health and Envi¬ 
ronment. He is closely allied with James 
Dobson, head of the arch-conservative 
Focus on the Family. Coburn was the 
driving force behind the request. 
“Congress has a moral obligation 
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by Jim Provenzano 


A ccording to fitness trainer Larry Hall, 
“Until you experience the ride, you 
don’t know what it’s like.” 
li He means the annual California 
AIDS Ride, and compares the challenge of 
training for the 560-mile event to that of a 
PWA’s struggle. “You have these people with 
HIV who meet their challenge every day,” he 
marvels. He finds it so inspirational, he’s vol¬ 
unteered since October to spend weekends 
leading cycling groups from Ocean Beach’s 
Cliff House to Woodside in San Mateo 
County, or traveling 15-70 miles into Marin 
County. Eventually the training rides will in¬ 
crease to about 100 miles. 

Hall did work with the AIDS Action 
Committee when he lived in Boston, 
fundraising in many ways. But, he says, “In 
the 1980s everyone seemed to be dying. I got 
burned out. Literally everyone I knew died 
of AIDS.” When he moved to Germany in 
1996, he found AIDS fundraising efforts 
there incredibly futile. 

Back in the U.S., he saw flyers for the Cal¬ 
ifornia AIDS Ride and joined up. 

“My first reason was more selfish,” he 
says. “I just wanted to meet people.” 

It’s only after he got involved that he 
found “it’s also about helping people.” 

And of course, it’s about the ride to Los 
Angeles, by turns grueling and exhilarating. 
By the end of the first day cyclists will have 
traveled 92 miles to Santa Cruz. “Most peo¬ 


ple use hybrids or mountain bikes,” he said. 
“It depends on what people can afford.” He 
spent several thousand dollars on a custom- 
made bike and accessories, as well as hun¬ 
dreds in postage for fundraising. He consid¬ 
ers it all an investment. 

Although he says financial considerations 
can be “somewhat limiting,” the nature of the 
fundraiser leads to creative ways to get the 
wheels in motion. “Some people find ways to 
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The National AIDS Memorial Grove in Golden Gate Park is in immediate 
need of drainage work to prevent flooding in the meadow during the rainy 
season, as shown at right. A new fundraising campaign yvill help pay for re¬ 
pairs so that the meadow can be excavated to clean up the silt, and the mead¬ 
ow's topsoil can be broken up to allow it to drain properly, as shown in the 
top photo. The grove will host an Arbor Day tree planting event Friday. 


I n their first observance of Arbor Day, the National AIDS Memo¬ 
rial Grove and Friends of the Urban Forest will dedicate the 
grove’s new Arbor Day Knoll this Friday, April 30 starting at 
11:30 a.m. Interested community members are welcome to at¬ 
tend the ceremony in the seven-acre grove within San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Park, in remembrance of all those who have died of 
AIDS-related complications. 

A 10-foot coastal redwood tree will be planted in the knoll, and 
redwood seedlings will be offered to ceremony attendees to plant in 
their own yards, local parks, or 
along roadsides in memory of 
loved ones touched by AIDS. Fol¬ 
lowing the late morning event, 
grove volunteers will distribute as 
many as 1,000 seedlings to com¬ 
muters at the Castro Street Muni 
station and the Montgomery 
Street Muni and BART station 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

“While thousands of trees 
and plants have been planted in 
the grove over the last nine years 
of its development, this will be 
the first year we have remem¬ 
bered those who have passed by 
linking the grove with National 
Arbor Day,” said Thom Weyand, 
executive director. “In addition, 
the grove wanted to bring atten¬ 
tion to the need for nurturing 


Larry Hall, second year AIDS Rider 






Wrestling, college style 

with tough issues (like Catholicism and 
anti-gay violence) keeps students busy. 
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NOW voyagers 

Dykes do D.C. and 
honor Phyl & Del. 
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Queens at sea 

Aboard the good sloop 
Survivor in ‘Rock the Boat.’ 

see Arts section 
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490 Post St, Suite #520 


Every smile 
|||||tfi5 with a 


Union Square, San Francisco 



ELECTROLYSIS 


SO WHY WASTE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE TEMPORARY 
METHODS? 


JOHN FRIZZELL 

Registered Electrologist 


626-2729 

For FREE CONSULTATION 


Integrated Healing Arts 

Colon Hydrotherapy 

• Comfortable/Professional Environment 

• Disposable Speculums 

• New top-of-the-line equipment 

• Castro location with parking 

415.864.2525 

IACT Member 



WHILE WE ARE BUILDING 
MORE TANNING ROOMS 

ionom ♦ bum townsovmmiAS» bucr mm 


www.sorrenfosun.com 



:isco 


I recommend that all of my friends buy at 

Grand Central Auction or 
Grand Central Station Antiques. 
Check out their web site: WWW.gcauction.com 

To find out why I think they are the best deal in town. 
For a free brochure and video preview of each auction, 
visit a Grand Central Station Antiques store near you. 


1632 A Market St. 
252-8155 r r 


595 Castro St. 
863-3604 


HIV planning council 
angry over mayor’s 
(lack of) reappointments 


by Cynthia Laird 


; " spirited discussion erupted 
at the HIV Health Services 
iPlt Planning Council meeting 
Monday, April 26, after some 
members questioned the status of 
two outspoken members. Mayor 
Willie Brown, who has refused to 
reappoint one of the men, left the 
status of council Co-chair Tom 
Calvanese in limbo. 

In a related matter, the council 
agreed with plans for a communi¬ 
ty meeting sponsored by ACT 
UP/Golden Gate and the Harvey 
Milk Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender Democratic Club on 
Monday, May 17, so that residents 
can debate the future of the coun¬ 
cil and the roles of the mayor’s of¬ 
fice and the Department of Public 
Health’s AIDS Office in the feder¬ 
ally-mandated body. 

Steve Kawa, in the mayor’s of¬ 
fice of legislative affairs, and Bill 
Barnes, the mayor’s HIV/AIDS 
policy advisor, failed to answer 
members’ questions Monday 
about what prompted the re¬ 
moval from the council of Loras 
Ojeda, who had chaired the coun¬ 
cil’s membership committee. That 
group is responsible for submit¬ 
ting a list of prospective members, 
from which the mayor makes ap¬ 
pointments. 

Before Kawa addressed the 
council, several people spoke dur¬ 
ing public comment; all praised 
Ojeda and Calvanese, and spoke 
against Ojeda’s removal from the 
body, which prioritizes and allo¬ 
cates federal Ryan White CARE Act 
funds for San Francisco, San Mateo, 
and Marin counties. Although the 
planning council was established by 
federal legislation, some in the 
mayor’s office have apparendy tried 
to lump it in with other city boards 
and commissions. 

Ojeda attended the meeting 
and addressed the council. “I want 
to let go of this,” he said. “I’ve 
tried to bring to the table a per¬ 
spective as a Latino and hopefully 
other people. I feel kind of sifted 
out of that because of who I am, 
quite frankly.” 

The move to have numerous 
councilmembers reapply last 
month was similar to September 
1996, when Dean Goodwin, then 
Brown’s liaison to the LGBT com¬ 
munity, attended a council meet¬ 
ing and informed all members 
that they needed to reapply. 



Kawa told the council that the 
mayor would move quickly to fill 
between seven and eight vacancies 
on the planning council, but in¬ 
sisted on being given three names 
for every opening by May 15, a 
daunting challenge to a member¬ 
ship committee that now has no 
chair. Many of the other people 
on the council expressed their 
strong disapproval of the mayor’s 
actions, which were outlined in a 
March 30 letter that stated Cal¬ 
vanese and Ojeda were the only 
two members out of 10 who were 
not reappointed by the mayor. 

Recently, Kawa sent a letter to 
Calvanese stating that the mayor 
would like him to continue serv¬ 
ing until Brown appoints some¬ 
one to his seat. Calvanese took 
issue with that. “I don’t agree to 
continue until the mayor makes 
an appointment. I agree to con¬ 
tinue in accordance with our by¬ 
laws,” he told the council. 

Calvanese told the Bay Area 
Reporter that his vote last year 
concerning mental health services 
funding prompted the mayor’s 
decision to remove him. “It’s 
based on that mental health vote,” 
Calvanese said, adding that every¬ 
one who voted against the pro¬ 
posal favored by the mayor has ei¬ 
ther resigned, been kicked off, or 
died, with the exception of Co¬ 
chair Diane Jones. “Loras [Ojeda] 
and I were the last ones,” Cal¬ 
vanese said. 

B movie performance 

Kawa was obviously on the 
spot as he attempted - unsuccess¬ 
fully - to steer the conversation 
away from the controversy over 
Calvanese and Ojeda, to issues 
facing the council in coming 


months around prioritization 
needs and the reauthorization of 
the CARE Act, which comes be¬ 
fore Congress next year. 

“It’s a very difficult job, being 
mayor,” Kawa said. He went on to 
explain that on virtually all city 
boards and commissions, people 
serve for one-year terms, and that 
membership is generally stag¬ 
gered so that members with expe¬ 
rience can help new appointees. 
The planning council has a stag¬ 
gered membership with some 
members who have been on for 
many years and others who are 
new to the group. 

“I think Loras has been very 
good for this council. It sounds 
like political double talk,” said 
councilmember Veronika Cauley 
as she addressed Kawa. 

“That was the decision that was 
made,” Kawa replied, referring to 
Ojeda not getting reappointed. 

Jones took issue with the as¬ 
sumption made by the mayor’s 
office that the council has no 
process. She pointed out the de¬ 
tailed council bylaws that includes 
membership information. The 
membership committee, she 
added, has worked hard over the 
years to clearly define member¬ 
ship terms. “What I hear Bill 
[Barnes] and Steve [Kawa] saying 
is ‘We want you to move on.’ What 
I hear from people on the council 
is we can’t move on,” Jones said. 

“I’m having a real hard time 
being here right now,” Calvanese 
said. “This is really disgusting to 
me, the worst. What I signed up 
for was the best. As an HIV-posi¬ 
tive man that’s why I came to the 
table.” He went on to praise Ojeda 
for making “a major contribu¬ 
tion” to the council. 

After Kawa left, councilmem¬ 
bers unloaded. Stephan Oxendine 
called it a “grade B movie perfor¬ 
mance,” and Laura Guzman said 
the mayor’s actions could “have a 
chilling effect” on civil rights issues. 

Barnes said the council has 
much important work to do and 
will presumably take the council’s 
concerns to the mayor. “We hear 
you, I think,” he said. ▼ 


The May 17 community 
meeting will take place from 6 
to 8 p.m. at MCC-SF, 150 
Eureka Street. For more 
information, call Matthew 
Sharp at ACT UP/Golden Gate 
at (415) 252-9200. 


Bathhouse gathering Sunday 


by Liz Highleyman 


he next meeting of an ad 
hoc group formed in re- 
11 sponse to San Francisco’s 
continued ban on private rooms 
in public sex venues will be held 
this Sunday, May 2. 

The group began meeting after 
a March 24 Department of Public 
Health (DPH) community forum 
on sex club regulations. The cur¬ 
rent “Minimum Standards for the 
Operation of Sex Clubs and Par¬ 
ties” were instituted as mandatory 
regulations in early 1997. The 
rules include a prohibition on 


closed rooms and a requirement 
that club personnel monitor pa¬ 
trons’ sexual behavior. 

Proponents of the regulations 
believe that they curb sexual be¬ 
havior that could lead to the 
transmission of HIV. Opponents 
maintain that there is no scien¬ 
tific evidence that sexual activity 
in closed spaces is associated 
with higher HIV transmission 
rates. 

At the March 24 forum, and at 
a Health Commission meeting on 
April 6, Health Director Dr. Mitch 
Katz indicated that he did not 
foresee a change in the city’s sex 
club rules. Proponents of private 


spaces in sex venues were present 
at the April 6 and April 20 meet¬ 
ings of the Health Commission, as 
well as at the April 8 meeting of 
the city’s HIV Prevention Plan¬ 
ning Council. 

The as-yet-unnamed ad hoc 
group has been meeting for about 
a month. Among the items that 
have been discussed are a ballot 
initiative to reopen bathhouses in 
San Francisco and direct actions 
to call attention to the issue. T 


The meeting starts at 6 p.m. at 
MCC-SF, 150 Eureka Street, in 
the Castro. 
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Where is gay sex going 


P anelists at the Stop AIDS Project's public forum, "HIV '99 Current Trends/' held Saturday, April 24 
at MCC San Francisco, addressed the current state of HIV and AIDS and the ongoing restlessness 
among gay and bi men surrounding safe sex. Pictured from left are Ron Stall (UCSF); Jamal Bey 
(Black Brothers Esteem/SF AIDS Foundation); Michael Scarce (author and health activist); Sandy 
Schwar 2 (SF Dept, of Public Health); Robert Perez (Stop AIDS Project); Deja Dior-Britt (New Village 
transgender program); and Gilbert Pickett (Bay Positives). 


Teen convicted in 
Ukiah gay killing 


by Lois Pearlman 


§P|| espite a defense attorney’s 
attempts to prove his client 
iy I was not at the scene of the 
crime, a Ukiah jury Friday, April 
16 found a local teen guilty in the 
1998 killing of a gay man near 
Lake Mendocino. 

The first of two defendants in 
the brutal beating death of Louis 
Pearson, 19-year-old Christopher 
McCoy of Calpella, faces life with¬ 
out possibility of parole since the 
jury also ruled him guilty of the 
special circumstance of murder 
during the commission of a rob¬ 
bery. 

The jury took two days to sift 
through nearly three weeks of tes¬ 
timony, in which witnesses de¬ 
scribed how McCoy and his 
friend Richard “Rick” Fernandez, 
along with a third man, Keith 
Pruitt, allegedly met Pearson on a 


street near their home and agreed 
to accompany him to the spot 
where he was killed. Pearson, an 
Aptos resident, had just left a Billy 
Club gathering in Lake County 
before he met up with the three 
men in Calpella. 

Fernandez, 24, is also slated to 
stand trial for Pearson’s murder. 
His case is scheduled for a hearing 
April 30 to determine a trial date. 

Pruitt, 25, pleaded guilty last 
fall to robbery in exchange for 
having his murder charges 
dropped. Testimony at a prelimi¬ 
nary hearing indicated that Pruitt 
had fled the scene after the trio 
stole Pearson’s money, but before 
the beating that took Pearson’s 
life. 

According to a coroner’s re¬ 
port, a stick shoved up Pearson’s 
nose and into his brain also con¬ 
tributed to his death. 

Although police and the Men¬ 
docino County District Attorney’s 


office never denied that the killing 
may have been a hate crime, they 
said it was not charged as one be¬ 
cause the hate crime statute that 
adds enhancements in the case of 
murder does not include the cate¬ 
gory “sexual orientation.” 

Scott Love, a resource coordi¬ 
nator for the Billy Club in Men¬ 
docino County said he was happy 
that justice had been served, but 
he thinks locals would have paid 
more attention to the trial if it had 
been made clear that it was a hate 
crime. 

“It’s really a shame we live in a 
world where this kind of crime 
still happens,” he said. 

Speaking for the Billy Club he 
commented, “We’re deeply sad¬ 
dened that it happened. This was 
the first time Louis came up for a 
Billy Club meeting.” 

McCoy is scheduled for sen¬ 
tencing on his murder conviction 
June 7. T 


Mora murder trial postponed until July 


by Cynthia Laird 


T he trial for accused murder¬ 
er Edgard Mora that was 
scheduled to begin this 
month has been postponed until 
July 12, according to a spokes¬ 
woman at San Francisco Superior 
Court. Mora is charged with killing 
gay city resident Brian Wilmes last 
March, and has pleaded not guilty 
to a charge of murder and a mis¬ 
demeanor charge of assault against 
a witness. The murder charge car¬ 


ries a hate crime enhancement. 

The trial postponement is the 
latest step in the case, following a 
preliminary hearing last Novem¬ 
ber where Superior Court Judge 
Ellen Chaitin ruled there was 
enough evidence for trial. During 
the preliminary hearing, Wilmes’s 
friend Timothy Carroll testified 
that Mora shook Wilmes after 
throwing a single punch that 
knocked Wilmes to the ground 
outside of the Loading Dock, a gay 
bar on Mission Street, on March 
12,1998. Wilmes, 45, died of head 


injuries two days later. According 
to the testimony of Carroll, who 
was with Wilmes at the time of the 
attack, Mora yelled variations of 
the phrase “Do you want a piece of 
me, faggot” four times during the 
few minutes leading up to and fol¬ 
lowing Mora’s single punch to 
Wilmes’s mouth. 

At the preliminary hearing last 
year, Chaitin said Carroll’s testi¬ 
mony about the shaking showed 
there was “sufficient implied mal¬ 
ice” to make Mora stand trial on 
the murder charge. ▼ 


'Senior Survival' series starts Monday 


by Cynthia Laird 


I f you’re a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgender (LGBT) senior citi- 
H zen who could use some help 
learning your rights, you’ll want to 
check out the “Senior Survival” se¬ 
ries starting this Monday, May 3. 
Presented by Gay and Lesbian Out¬ 
reach to Elders (GLOE) and Plan¬ 


ning for Elders in the Central City, 
the free Monday afternoon series 
will provide a wealth of information. 

Workshops will explore such 
concerns as help with personal 
safety; finding out if seniors need 
more help at home, including 
home security; solving problems 
related to transportation; and per¬ 
sonal finance issues. Organizers 
said participants will discover their 


rights, services they’re entitled to, 
and benefits they deserve. People 
are encouraged to bring questions 
and concerns with them. 

The series will continue on 
May 10,17, and 24; all session run 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at 145 Guerrero 
Street, near Market and Duboce 
streets. To register or for more in¬ 
formation, call Valerie Hayden at 
GLOE at (415) 255-2937. ▼ 



Saturday, May 1 at 10:30 a.m 
San Francisco Main Library 
Koret Auditorium 
(enter at Grove & Market) 


All Are Welcome To Attend! 


Call the AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
at 291-5454 for more information. 


Disability Rights 


for People living with HIV/AIDS, 
Mental Illness & other Disabilities 


A tree presentation on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(The ADA) and Fair Housing law 


GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Pain, Hip, Knee or Ankle Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle 8i Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries 8i Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking * Evening 8i weekend hours 

Advantage Gmumuem 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

587-7000 H 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 


Learn To Protect Your Rights 

✓ Employment 

✓ Housing 

✓ Access to Public Services 


ROBERT E.NEGER, M.D. 

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST 

Requests your attendance at his seminars on 

LASER VISION CORRECTION 
FACIAL AUGMENTATION WITH IMPLANTS 
LASER EYELID SURGERY 

Please call for a schedule of events or 
to request a brochure 

1301 CHURCH STREET (AT 25TH) (415) 647-7730 


You pick the chairs, 
fife match your 
choice 

with a table! 

Buy 4 chairs and we give 1 /you We matching kitchen table for free. 
Buy 6 or more chairs and we * give you the matching dinner table for free. 



* Offer valid, while supplies last, 
at all our locations 
through Mother’s Day, 
Sunday May 9,1999. 

Tuscany 

> j Chairs M 


Provincial 

Chairs 


Proven 

Chairs 


™ www.blackseagallery.com ML 

Visit our stores daily 1 0am-7pm ' 

San Francisco Burlingame Sunday Oakland San Jose 

415-252-8618 650-344-5074 \0am-6pm 510-663-1544 408-885-1385 















































4 BAY AREA REPORTER 29 April 1999 




Michael w. Blevins, ilils. 

^ASSOCIATES 


Cleanings done 
bv the dentisl 

Simple in (uli 
moulh reconstruction 

26 years combined 
experience 


Transition into workplace help for 
people with HIV/AIDS offered in May 



by Mark Norby 


Mlrharl W. Blrvlis. I ll 


We are pleased in announce Dial 
Barry Will. D.D.S. is joining our praclirr of 
Cosmetic, Preventive and General Dentistry. 

4 50 Sutter Street • Suite 1 255 • San Francisco 
4 1 5 - 986 - 6225 

Sedation, MC/Visa, AMEX, Insurance 


Insinetir, Preventive & General Dentistry 


tarting in May, a new legal 
clinic co-sponsored by 
AIDS Benefits Counselors 
(ABC) Positive Resource Center 
and the AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
(ALRP) will provide assistance to 
people with HIV and AIDS who 
are thinking about working but 
face credit or housing barriers. 

On the first and third Wednes¬ 
day of each month ABC Positive 
Resource Center will offer drop- 
in legal workshops and clinics 
covering different topics. The first 
workshop, this Wednesday, May 5, 
will cover ways that going to work 
can affect credit: participants will 
learn how to obtain their credit 
history, understand credit reports, 
and repair credit problems. 

The workshops will begin at 2 
p.m. at 973 Market Street, be¬ 
tween 5 th and 6th streets, on the 


6th floor. 

“On Wednesday, May 19 par¬ 
ticipants will learn strategies for 
securing and maintaining housing 
in today’s market, as well as their 
rights in respect to rental subsidy 
programs, reasonable accommo¬ 
dations, substandard living condi¬ 
tions and eviction,” says Ken 
Bukowski, executive director at 
ABC Positive Resource Center. 
After each workshop, participants 
have an opportunity to discuss 
their individual situations with a 
staff attorney and will be connect¬ 
ed with further legal assistance as 
needed through ALRP’s extensive 
list of community attorneys. 

“These new legal clinics are es¬ 
sential for some people to suc¬ 
cessfully transition into the work¬ 
place,” Bukowski explains. ”It is 
difficult to hold down a steady job 
without stable housing, or to start 
getting a paycheck again when 
you have creditors at your 


doorstep. We are excited to add 
this type of legal assistance to our 
continuum of employment ser¬ 
vices that includes job search skills 
workshops, resume assistance, ca¬ 
reer counseling, computer train¬ 
ing, benefits counseling, support 
groups, and job placement assis¬ 
tance.” 

ABC Positive Resource Center 
serves over 2,500 people living 
with HIV/AIDS each year and is 
recognized as the preferred 
provider of benefits counseling 
and employment services in 
Northern California. The new 
legal clinics are made possible 
through support from the 
HIV/AIDS Employment Devel¬ 
opment Unit of the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. ▼ 


For more information about the 
legal clinic or other agency 
services, call (415) 777-0333. 


Antique Dreams and Collectible Pleasures 

SF ANTIQUE and 
DESIGN MALL 


Over 180 Dealers 




Open everyday 10am-7pm 

701 Bayshore Blvd. SF, CA • 415.656.3530 


Interactive workshop on intimacy for gay, 
bi men Sat. at Rainbow Comm. Center 


by Cynthia Laird 


he Rainbow Community 
Center of Contra Costa 
II County will host a free in¬ 
teractive workshop for gay and bi¬ 
sexual men this Saturday, May 1 
in Pleasant Hill. Rodney Karr, 
Ph.D. will facilitate the session, 
entitled “Intimacy, Relationships, 


r 


Catholic 

Charities 

HIV Direct Services 

HOPWA PARTIAL RENT SUBSIDY PROGRAM 


THINKING ABOUT GOING BACK TO WORK? 
YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR A NEW PARTIAL 
RENTAL SUBSIDY PROGRAM 


1. Do you have or have you had a diagnosis of disabling 
HIV/AIDS? 

2. Is your monthly rent 50% or more of your monthly 
income? 

3. Are you a resident of San Francisco? Have you lived 
in your place at least three months and pay rent there? 

4. Have you started working full or part time? 

5. Are you thinking about going back to work or school? 

6. Are you enrolled in school or a job-training program? 

7. Are you on the Housing Wait List (CHIPS) 

... PLEASE CONTACT CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
AT 844-4800 OR THE 
POSITIVE RESOURCE CENTER 
AT 777-0333 


This Program is made possible with funding provided by the San l rancisco Redevelopment Agency. 


Dating, and Sex.” 

The workshop’s goals are to 
have gay and bisexual men learn 
how to increase intimacy in their 
lives, and to develop stronger, 
more satisfying connections to 
friends, boyfriends, lovers, and 
spouses. Delectable desserts will 
be provided by Tiers of Joy. 

Karr is a licensed psychologist 
who has been working with gay 
and bisexual men for over 20 
years. He has been affiliated with 
the University of California, San 
Francisco’s medical school, the 
former Operation Concern (now 
New Leaf Services for our Com¬ 
munity), and other community 
organizations. In the early 1980s 
he developed workshops for 
Shanti and the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation addressing anx¬ 
iety about HIV/AIDS for gay and 
bisexual men. Karr currently lives 


in Walnut Creek and has a private 
practice that includes individual 
psychotherapy and group sessions 
for gay and bisexual men. 

The Rainbow Community 
Center is a safe, supportive, nur¬ 
turing environment for all in the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans¬ 
gender community. The center of¬ 
fers a range of social, education, 
and support opportunities. 

Saturday’s workshop is funded 
in part by an AIDS awareness mini¬ 
grant from the Contra Costa Coun¬ 
ty Public Health AIDS Program. V 


The workshop takes place from 
7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Rainbow 
Community Center, 2637 
Pleasant Hill Road, in Pleasant 
Hill. For more information, call 
(925) 210-0563 or visit the 
website www.rainbowcc.org. 


HIV/AIDS rights confab Sat. 


by Mark Norby 


panel of community ex¬ 
perts will discuss disability 
, I rights for people living with 
HIV/AIDS, mental illness, or 
other disabilities this Saturday, 
May 1 from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Koret Auditorium at the San 
Francisco New Main Library. 

“The panel will focus on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA),” says Betsy Johnsen of the 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel 
(ALRP), “and will deal with rights 


to employment, housing and ac¬ 
cess to public services for those 
living with HIV or AIDS, as well 
as those living with mental illness 
or other diseases that affect one’s 
ability to gain employment and 
housing opportunities.” 

The first two hours will be ded¬ 
icated to employment rights and to 
questions concerning reentering 
the work force. The last hour will 
handle the hurdles to overcome in 
the search for and in the retention 
of local housing. Speakers include 
ALRP housing attorney Peter 
next page ► 


Tired of the same old meal? 

Try something different 

Enjoy Argentinian empanadas, fresh pastas, specialty dishes 
and Argentinian wines, Jazz guitar for Friday dinner 


Live Piano for Sunday brunch, hosted by 
Lucia Prado, stop by for Saturday brunch, too 



Proudly gay owned and operated 


Fine Argentinian and Latin American Food 
Weekend Brunch, Lunch (T-F) and Dinner (T-Sa) • Beer, Wine and Cocktails 
199 Gough St. (@Oak) • San Francisco 
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Rain Low Community Center of Contra Costa County 

Presents 

Intimacy, Relationships, Dating and Sex 

An Interactive Workshop for Gay and Bi Men 
Saturday, May 1, 7 to 9:30 PM 

Come to this fun workshop facilitated hy Podney Karr, Ph.D., and 
Learn how to increase the intimacy in your life , Develop stronger, more 
satisfying connections to friends, hoyfriend/lover/spouse 

2637 Pleasant hill Poad (at Taylor) in Pleasant Hill 
(925) 210-0563 or www.rainhowcc.orq 

Delectable desserts will be provided bij tiers of Jog 
This free workshop is funded by tbe Contra Costa County HIV/AIDS Program 


AAWAWAWAWAAWAWAWAWAA*? 


•Relocation Specialist 
•Income Property 
•1031 Exchanges 
•First Time Buyers 
•Probate Sales 
•Estate Liquidation 


415 . 621.4114 


HIV/AIDS confab 

M previous page 

Kerns, employment law expert 
Sarah Colby, project attorney 
Claudia Center, as well as experts 
from San Francisco Public Li¬ 
brary’s law and public policy pro¬ 
gram, and the James C. Hormel 
Gay and Lesbian Center of the San 
Francisco New Main Library. 


While Saturday’s program 
mainly emphasizes issues faced by 
people living with HIV/AIDS or 
mental illness, concepts to be pre¬ 
sented by the panel are useful to 
those living with most types of 
disabilities, and all are welcome to 
attend. The Koret Auditorium is 
located near the library’s Grove 
and Hyde street entrance. For 
more information, call ALRP at 
(415) 248-3969. T 


San Franciscans 
prosper with Pride 


by Cynthia Laird 


ride is profitable. Last year 
alone, people spent $80 mil- 
m lion in San Francisco directly 
as a result of the annual celebration 
of queer pride, according to a sur¬ 
vey conducted at last year’s event. 
Of the $80 million brought into the 
local economy, $59.5 million came 
directly from tourists who made the 
trip solely for Pride 1998, while city 
residents spent $16.5 million. 

San Francisco Supervisors Tom 
Ammiano, Leslie Katz, and Mark 
Leno joined Teddy Witherington, 
executive director of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender Pride Celebration 
Committee, Inc., in announcing 
the survey results last Thursday, 
April 22. The figures are based on 
an estimate of 500,000 partici¬ 
pants at the pride celebration. 

Although the figures may seem 
high, pride organizers say they’re 
actually quite conservative. The 
$80 million includes only money 
directly attributable to the day of 
the Pride Parade, and as Katz 
pointed out, “In addition to the 
celebration, there’s also Family 
Day on Saturday, the film festival, 
and a number of other events not 
included in this figure.” 

Witherington pointed out that 
when the city’s hotel tax fund grant¬ 
ed the pride committee $85,000, it 
got a return of more than 300 per¬ 
cent: the survey showed 74,970 
hotel room nights were booked as a 
direct result of the pride weekend, 
generating $281,137 directly into 
the hotel tax fund as part of $1.5 
million in hotel taxes collected. The 
survey also estimated $56,227 went 
directly to Muni. 

As the survey results were re¬ 
leased, Leno focused on how the 
event benefits local merchants. 
“We call pride a second Christ¬ 
mas, if not a second Hanukkah,” 
he said. “Merchants in this city 
plan for June. It’s a big event for 
their inventory calendar. 

“This money trickles down to 
the smallest businesses in San 
Francisco, including small shop 
owners and street vendors,” said 
Leno, who runs a small business. 

“The gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 


transgender community consid¬ 
ers San Francisco a home,” said 
Calvin Gipson, president of the 
pride board. “We’re happy to be 
able to give back to the city.” 

Half male, half female 

The survey was based on a 
questionnaire designed by the 
South Bank University of Lon¬ 
don. It was tested at the Castro 
Street Fair in 1997 and then 
adapted for last year’s pride cele¬ 
bration, administered by inde¬ 
pendent staff supplied by Pros¬ 
erve. Proserve staff were evenly 
distributed across the celebration 
site at Civic Center, and ap¬ 
proached people at random. No 
incentives were given for com¬ 
pleting the questionnaires. There 
were 1,118 surveys completed, 
representing a random sample of 
attendees. Positive Resource Cen¬ 
ter provided staff for data input, 
and Elliot Brown 8c Associates an¬ 
alyzed the results pro bono. 

Survey results showed 35 per¬ 
cent of pride attendees were people 
of color, the average age of atten¬ 
dees was 35, and attendance by 
gender was nearly even, with 48 
percent of respondents identifying 
as female and 51 percent identify¬ 
ing as male. One percent identified 
as transgender/other. Regarding 
sexual orientation, 35 percent iden¬ 
tified as gay male; 29 percent as les¬ 
bian/dyke; 17 percent as heterosex¬ 
ual; 10 percent as bisexual, 5 per¬ 
cent as queer; 2 percent as trans¬ 
gender; and 2 percent as other. 

Other survey highlights: 

• The average annual income 
was $30,000. 

• Fifty-three percent of the re¬ 
spondents listed professional, 
managerial, or director as their 
occupation. Others included stu¬ 
dents, 11 percent and skilled 
worker/trade, 12 percent. Only 4 
percent said they were unem¬ 
ployed. 

• Thirty-four percent of pride 
attendees were tourists. 

• Seventy percent of the 
tourists said that Pride 1998 was 
the main purpose of their visit to 
San Francisco, and 88 percent said 
the event played a role in the tim¬ 
ing of their visit. 

• Forty-two percent of the re¬ 


spondents estimated they’ll take 
two vacations over the next 12 
months, 24 percent estimated 
they’ll take one vacation, and 27 
percent estimated they’ll take three 
or more vacations. Sixty-three per¬ 
cent of those planning vacations 
said they intend to visit San Fran¬ 
cisco again on one of those trips. 

• The average amount spent by 
tourists was $500 ( . San Franciscans 
averaged about $50 in spending 
during the event. 

• Sixty-two percent of the re¬ 
spondents said they would be more 
inclined to use a company because 
of their sponsorship of the event. 

• When sponsor loyalty was 
correlated to sexual identity, the 
highest scores were lesbians at 78 
percent; followed by gay men, 65 
percent; bisexuals, 54 percent; 
transgendered, 53 percent; and 
heterosexual, 51 percent. 

• Eighty-four percent of re¬ 
spondents rated the pride celebra¬ 
tion as “good to excellent.” 

Ammiano pointed out that 
nearly half of the survey respon¬ 
dents said they have a frequent 
flyer program. “I found it very in¬ 
teresting that 45 percent of the 
people at pride are members of a 
frequent flyer program. 

“Hello, United. Are you listen¬ 
ing?” he asked, referring to the 
current difficulties between the 
city and United Airlines over the 
company refusing to abide by the 
city’s equal benefits ordinance. ▼ 


Banish excess or 
unwanted hair quickly 
and safely ujith our very 
affordable revolutionary 
non-invasive technique. 
X Shoulders & Backs 
X Underarms 
X Legs & Thighs 
X Groin & Buttocks 


Open 


Clari 


3030 Ashby Avenue 
(at Claremont Blvd.) 
Suite 101, Berkeley 


COLDUieLL 

BANKeRB 
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Opportunistic wasting 



T he biggest breakthrough against HIV 
was announced only a few months 
m ago, comparatively speaking, but just 
about everyone has noticed the change 
since doctors starting prescribing combina¬ 
tion therapy for people with AIDS. This 
week, for instance, we have half a dozen 
obituaries, which is more than the usual 
weekly tally over the last year but pales in 
comparison with how things were in the 
bad old days before protease inhibitors. 

Having suffered through this epidemic 
for nearly two decades now, we’ve cheered 
many incremental breakthroughs that grad¬ 
ually {maddeningly so, in fact) extended the 
life expectancies of PWAs. Step by faltering 
step, science has chipped away at the op¬ 
portunistic infections that once killed our 
friends by the dozens. It was 10 years ago 
that we first heard a doctor flatly state at an 
AIDS benefit that there was no longer “any 
reason” for patients to die of pneumocystis, 
and he must have been right: even the word, 
which had become part of everyday writing 
in gay journalism, is now almost unfamil¬ 
iar. So much so, honestly, that we had to 
pause for a second to remember how it’s 
spelled - a lapse in synapse that makes us 
very happy (unless it’s the onset of senility, 
which will make us unhappy but probably 
not for long). 

Time has also slowed the other big op¬ 
portunistic killer, Kaposi’s sarcoma. It has¬ 
n’t been conquered, but the signs are all en¬ 
couraging. MAC, CMV, Epstein-Barr: these 
viral infections once tore through our com¬ 
munity like wildfires through the Ever¬ 
glades, but now they seem manageable, if 
not curable. 

Indeed, it seems only one really virulent 
opportunistic infection still rages 
unchecked - greed - and officials may be 
getting a handle on that soon. 

As Bob Roehr reports on page one of 
this issue, three Washington lawmakers are 
asking for the General Accounting Office to 
examine AIDS spending, to see if the money 
allocated is getting to its intended recipi¬ 


ents. Normally we are suspicious of those 
House members - Dick Armey famously re¬ 
ferred to his gay colleague Barney Frank as 
“Barney Fag,” so we can’t imagine we’ll ever 
be good friends with him - but as 
grandpa used to say, “my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend,” and in this 
case the enemy is unnecessarily , 
squandered money. 

This is a topic that some read¬ 
ers may feel we take too seriously, 
but after all the funerals in the last 18 
years, plus the hospital visits, the assist¬ 
ed suicides, and the assisted 
survivals, we can’t act as 
though misappropriated AIDS 
money is no big deal. And we 
invite anyone who has convinced them¬ 
selves that it doesn’t matter to try proof¬ 
reading the heartbreaking obituaries we get. 
One afternoon we started crying over the 


last line of one obit - “I miss you, my onli- 
est Pooh” - and continued intermittently 
until midnight. Not because we knew the 
deceased; that’s the point. Once someone is 
lost to this virus we’ll never have the chance 
to share their favorite jokes and songs 
and recipes. And if that loss can be at¬ 
tributed to money being unavailable 
for the necessities, when it is being 
squandered on frivolities, we think 
that’s as reprehensible as cold-blooded 
murder. 

^ So although the people spear¬ 
heading this drive for fiscal ac¬ 
countability aren’t our first 
line defenders, they neverthe¬ 
less deserve praise for their ac¬ 
tion. It is an encouraging first step in erad¬ 
icating one of the last, fatal, scourges to at¬ 
tack people with HIV whose defenses are 
down. T 


Queer corporate behavior 


by Peter Teague 


; '. merican.philanthropy- that sector of 
our society charged with developing 
i, '" * and supporting innovative responses 
to human need - has treated the cancer of 
homophobia with denial and silence. The 
latest study of the matter shows that less 
than one third of 1 percent of philanthrop¬ 
ic giving goes to programs serving lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) peo¬ 
ple and communities. Philanthropy’s failure 
shows up in the struggles of LGBT organi¬ 
zations to develop the basic infrastructure 
needed to meet the needs of our communi¬ 
ties, to effectively demand our full civil and 
human rights, and to clear away the fear and 
ignorance that binds our culture to the past. 

This state of affairs is changing, and the 
change is coming from sometimes surpris¬ 
ing places. Case in point: corporate giving 
programs in Northern California. On April 
26 the Horizons Foundation, the nation’s 
first LGBT community foundation, received 
a $25,000 check from PG8cE to support 
Horizon’s Youth and Education program. 
That check, the fourth in four years, will 
help Horizons provide key grants to exist¬ 
ing and emerging organizations in our 
community including the Lavender Youth 
Recreation and Information Center 
(LYRIC), Center for Young Women’s Devel¬ 
opment, Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, the 
Harvey Milk Institute, and New Leaf. 

PG&E is not alone. Pacific Bell recently 
partnered with Horizons and Digital 
Queers to equip LGBT organizations with 
computer systems. The list of grantees may 
surprise those who think corporate giving 
is, by definition, “safe” giving. New technol¬ 
ogy went to groups including Ellas En Ac¬ 
tion (serving LGBT Latinos), FTM Interna¬ 
tional (serving the transgender communi¬ 
ty), the Asian Pacific Lesbian and Bisexual 
Network, Children of Lesbians and Gays 


Everywhere, and Lavender Seniors of the 
Bay Area. 

Likewise Chevron, Levi’s, and Wells 
Fargo have all joined Horizons as we seek to 
meet the needs of the Bay Area’s LGBT com¬ 
munities. These corporate grantmakers have 
done much more than write checks. They 
have worked with Horizons’ board, staff, 
and volunteers to understand the is¬ 
sues, to meet with the organizations, 
and to help us further the cause of 
LGBT philanthropy. Last year the 
Horizons Foundation received 
$25,000 from the Wells Fargo 
Foundation to produce a video that 
introduces Horizons to prospec¬ 
tive donors and explains 
why people give to the 
foundation. This one 
grant has allowed us to 
generate much interest and funding for the 
groups we help to support. 

The cynics will say that this queer corpo¬ 
rate behavior is motivated solely by the bot¬ 
tom line. That explanation is too simple, and 
does not account for the thoughtfulness or 
the vision of the giving. These corporations 
have not merely written checks to the groups 
that are most visible or that provide high- 
profile events to showcase corporate largess. 
Instead they have worked closely with Hori¬ 
zons and other organizations that know 
queer communities and that understand the 
needs created by a society that systematical¬ 
ly stigmatizes*queer people. These corpora¬ 
tions have joined Horizons in its commit¬ 
ment to community-based grantmaking 
that is recognized for its innovation and in¬ 
sight. 

These companies have come to under¬ 
stand that it does not take an act of courage 
to fund programs for youth, or elders, or the 
homeless, or to meet the healthcare needs 
of underserved communities. Foundations 
and corporations do it all the time. The fact 
that these particular programs serve queer 


people is, in some ways, irrelevant to our 
corporate partners and in some ways essen¬ 
tial; the truth is that you cannot effectively 
address homelessness, or meet the needs of 
youth, or people of color, or poor people, or 
elders, without dealing specifically with is¬ 
sues of gender and sexual orientation. 

Is corporate giving enough to meet 
needs and challenge a homophobic society? 
Of course not. Instead, those of us in the 
emerging field of LGBT philanthropy see 
corporate dollars as a bridge to a 
future where the doors of “main¬ 
stream” foundations and 
straight donors are open to us. 
Perhaps most importantly, we 
see corporate money as 
support that allows us to 
develop a culture of giv¬ 
ing within and for LGBT 
communities. This is what Horizons’ LGBT 
Philanthropy Project is all about - educat¬ 
ing LGBT donors and prospective donors 
about the satisfaction and joy of giving back 
to our own communities. 

Horizons’ own growth over the past 
three years is testimony to the changes that 
are talcing place in philanthropy. With sup¬ 
port from our donors, a handful of compa¬ 
nies, our partners at the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation, the San Francisco Foundation, 
the Tides Foundation and the Columbia 
Foundation, Horizons has seen its budget 
increase by over 500 percent. We granted 
our millionth dollar in 1998 and our second 
millionth in the first quarter of this, our 
20th anniversary year! 

The next time you pay your phone or 
utility bill, fill up your tank or use the ATM, 
take some comfort from the knowledge that 
you may be helping the Horizons Founda¬ 
tion build a stronger LGBT community. T 


The author is the executive director of 
the Horizons Foundation. 
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Knot for them 

I read with pride the story (April 1) about the 
same-sex “wedding” in San Francisco City Hall. I 
hope to join them some day. 

What bothered me, however, was Board President 
Tom Ammiano’s remark that the “domestic partner¬ 
ship registry is for straight as well as gay couples.” 
“Straights” (i.e., heterosexuals) don’t need - and 
should not have - DP status. Why not? They already 
have what we should have: full marriage under the 
law. 

Furthermore, while I still do not know the full de¬ 
tails of DP, isn’t it a diluted, watered down version of 
matrimony? If so, heterosexuals might choose DP 
(the easier form of commitment) instead of marriage 
and make the latter ceremony seem old-fashioned. In 
that case, yes, domestic partnership would threaten 
marriage. 

DP is designed for those - and should be only for 
those - who cannot legally “tie the knot.” 

Dr. David B. West 
Sunnyvale, CA 

Violence and Indiana 

I have to disagree that Maureen Orth is “homo- 
phobic.” [“Killing us softly,” April 8.] 

Her story embellished as it is, I do not find homo- 
phobic. It is simple journalism. Sell a story. 

Andrew [Cunanan] was one of us; we have to face 
it. The facts she presented are true: she can 
vouch for them. There’s a good read, if yoi 
are into what happened. 

Gary Indiana is not an easy read. His 
insight, I found far more careful about 
Andrew. He was, really pretty. 

Neither author claims to have 
known him, both have tried. 

I doubt any of us will really know. 

What I am trying to say is Orth is 
not homophobic, and Indiana is not a 
god on gay psyche. 

Robert Hall 
San Francisco 

Violence and Colorado 

A lot of people are asking that question “Why? 
Why did those two students go on a killing rampage 
in Colorado?” Perhaps if we look into ourselves we 
can find that answer. If we were harassed, berated, and 
toyed with, day in and day out for months or even 
years, we would get incredibly angry too. Anyone 
would. As the news reports made it ever so clear, those 
two gun-wielding students were known to be social 
outcasts that were constantly harassed for years by 
their classmates. For the most part, people don’t kill 
without reason. People hurt people who have hurt 
them. 

There are many examples of people harassing oth¬ 
ers for years and finally ending it with deadly results. 
An incident that hits closer to home happened right 
here in San Francisco. A few months ago, a waitress 
who was known for years to berate and poke fun at 
the restaurant cook, just pushed the guy too far. One 
unfortunate day, the waitress berated the cook, the 
cook flipped out, took out a gun, and shot her dead. 

While I am in no way attempting to justify or de¬ 
fend this kind of deadly violence, it is really not diffi¬ 
cult to explain why it happens. Kick around anyone 
hard enough - and long enough - and they will re¬ 
taliate. People often retaliate with yelling, with Fist 
fights, with passive-aggressive behavior, with lawsuits, 
and unfortunately with gunfire. 

After the Colorado tragedy, many are asking what 
can be done. While developing better gun laws is a 
start, perhaps everyone can do their part by simply 
stopping their own daily ritual of harassing people. 
Instead of constantly harassing people because they’re 
an ethnic minority, slow, ugly, stupid, short, fat, gay, 
or simply different, why not find ways to accept them? 
We can all make a whole lot more friends that way 
and drive a lot less people to deadly anger. 

Nathan C. Knight 
San Francisco 

Vote for your health 

You can vote this month to help improve medical 
coverage and expand human rights. City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco employees, retirees, and depen¬ 
dents who belong to the Health Service System can 
vote against James Deignan, an incumbent Heath Ser¬ 
vice Board member. He opposed health plan inclu¬ 
sion for domestic partners and stands in the way of 
removing exclusions that prohibit coverage for med¬ 
ically necessary sex changing services, or even “relat¬ 
ed” care. In other words I can get all the estrogen re¬ 
placement therapy I want, but a transsexual woman 
can get none. 

The law bans discrimination based on gender 
identity in San Francisco. Human compassion bans it 
everywhere. Try voting for Ricardo Lopez. 

Marie Kochaver 
Richmond, CA 


Don’t compare third world to SFAF 

With regard to comments made by Jano Oscher- 
witz of the Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU), related to the charges of harassment and dis¬ 
crimination at the San Francisco AIDS Foundation 
(SFAF) in your April 15 paper (“Current, former 
SFAF workers allege bias”), I must protest. Ms. Os- 
cherwitz seems to equate the alleged intimidation, re¬ 
strictions on communications, and environment of 
fear supposed encouraged by SFAF management as 
“like a third world country.” Ms. Oscherwitz seems to 
be very misinformed; not all supposed “third world 
countries” (a very broad term, indeed) are run as au¬ 
thoritarian states that wage campaigns of intimida¬ 
tion and fear on their citizens, as she seems to think. 
Costa Rica, Botswana, and India, just to name a few, 
are rather vibrant, free, and democratic countries that 
are hardly members of the “first world” club. I’d ask 
that Ms. Oscherwitz, and other like her speaking in 
the press, think more carefully about what they say 
before applying such a broad brush to all nations and 
peoples who are not part of the so-called West. 

Paul Ortega 
San Francisco 

Vicious cycle stories 

I am writing to you in response to the recent 
“news” article you published regarding the AIDS 
Rides. I have several key points of dispute in particu¬ 
lar: 

I) You state in paragraph seven that 
“most of the proceeds from these enor¬ 
mous ... events never go to AIDS chari¬ 
ties.” While there have been a number of 
big disappointments, I am fairly certain 
that if you were to collectively add up all 
the money raised for all the AIDS Rides, 
you would find that your statement 
above is untrue. “Most” means greater 
than 50 percent of all funds. And the suc¬ 
cessful Rides [produced] out of the offices in San 
Francisco; Los Angeles; Boston; New York; Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.; Minneapolis; and Chicago certainly sent 
“most” of their funding to AIDS charities. 

2) You write off and marginalize the explanations 
of Pallotta & Associates for the disappointing results 
of the unsuccessful Rides, as if they were unimpor¬ 
tant and meaningless. You further fail to mention 
even one Ride that may have been even considered 
moderately successful. I find it particularly interest¬ 
ing that you state that, “Rides, whether east or west 
coast... have one consistent pattern: controversy.” Yet 
you fail to discuss the results of any of the California 
AIDS Rides at all in your article. Last I heard, Cali¬ 
fornia was a part of the west coast. Interesting omis¬ 
sion on your part, particularly for a paper located in 
San Francisco. 

3) And finally, I resent your description of me, and 
others who feel the need to “defend” the Rides, as 
devotees. Rather than being a devotee, I am instead 
someone who is trying to consider all the facts ... and 
I appreciate fair and thorough investigative journal¬ 
ism. Unfortunately, your one-sided journalism isn’t 
that. I note that on several occasions (possibly all of 
them since Ride 2), the California AIDS Ride has of¬ 
fered to have a B.A.R. journalist come along to ob¬ 
serve the Ride. And the B.A.R. has declined, each and 
every time. Doesn’t sound like an attempt on your 
part to be fair and reasoned, to me. 

I challenge you to present fair and reasoned arti¬ 
cles in the rest of your series: Articles that presents 
both the difficulties and potentially serious problems 
of the Rides, while also discussing the successes and 
positive elements as well. Articles that try to match 
up complaints about the Rides with those positive 
comments from the so-called “devotees.” You are a 
newspaper, not some soapbox in which to spout your 
one-sided feelings and opinions as if they were news. 

Can, after all this time, the B.A.R. actually present 
a reasoned and balanced series on this subject? Given 
what appears to be your hatred for Dan Pallotta, Pal¬ 
lotta TeamWorks, and the San Francisco AIDS Foun¬ 
dation, I have to say I doubt that you can - and hope 
you can prove me wrong. 

Mark Green 
Oakland, CA 

[Editors note: The article was part of a series. The 
second part can be found on page one of this issue.] 

Not throwing in the bath towel 

It’s reassuring to note that the Bay Area Reporter 
is keeping the public well informed concerning the 
struggle to reopen bathhouses. The article by Richard 
Cornwall (“Gays denounce bathhouse ban,” April 15) 
is helping to keep this issue alive. It’s unfortunate that 
the meeting became disorderly. 

I feel it is time to activate petitions in order to get 
this issue put on the ballot and end the controversy. 

John H. Wallroff 
San Francisco 

[Please see the story on page two of this issue.] 



A TRADITIONAL APPROACH TO PSYCHOLGICAL & SPIRITUAL HEALING 


Gay Men's Jungian 
Shamanic Group Forming 

This long-term group will focus on traditional 
Jungian/Shamanic archetypes, stressing an 
alchemical approach to psychological and 
spiritual healing. Cross-cultural techniques 
’ employed will include dream work, other 
world journeying, ritual, and discovering one's 
ancestors, guides and animal totems. 



Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY6906 
Offices in San Francisco & the East Bay 


415-931-1934 


Sensible Legal Advice 

Barry Schneider, Esq. 

Wills and Probate 
Family Law and Conservatorships 
Criminal Offenses 


Barry Schneider 
Attorney at Law 
(415)781-6500 


400 Montgomery St. 
Suite 505 
San Francisco 


- ALL COMMERCIAL LINES • HOMEOWNERS & APARTMENTS - 


Schmidt & Schmidt 

INSURANCE 

Since 1970 • We do it all! 

582 Market Street, 18th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 981-3915 
Fax (415) 392-2069 



Law Offices of 

CALLAWAY & WOLF 


Personal Injury 
Medical Malpractice 
Discrimination 
Wrongful Eviction 
Wills & Estate Planning 



FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Boone Callaway 



785 Market Street, Suite 1150 

41 5.541 .0300 


HayAreaHeporter 
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1707 Market Street @ Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-1218 

1 - 800 - 578-7878 

415-621-6775, fax 415-621-4305 
www.travelodge.com 
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BENNY T. MANALANG, JR. 

Certified Public Accountant 
Master of Science in Taxation 

Tax Planning & Preparation 
Accounting Services 

Over 15 years experience 

944 Market Street, Suite 827 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Telephone & Fax 415.788.1707 


Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard Lacava, Attorney at Law 

gj Free Consultations 
; Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 
L Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 
Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 





Dr. Nick Lazarou 


Chiropractor 

p JH 
H xjl 

Relief from: 

Headaches, Back Pain, 

Muscle Tension and Stiffness 

1 

FREE Consultation with 
Mention of this Ad 


415 . 642.7536 


Convenient Noe Valley location 
near the corner of Church & 26th Street 

L 

Most Insurance Accepted/MC, VISA, Personal Checks 


BODY ELECTRIC presents... 



SKYDANCING® 

TANTRA 

• Heighten awareness 
of orgasmic states 
without genital touch. 

• Use meditation, 
tantric play, 
breathwork, and mas¬ 
sage to weave energy 
into your erotic life. 
Clothing optional. 

■ 

May 22-23 

for all men 

June 5-6 

for male couples 



Victims are bad for due process 

Kudos to Michael Hardesty [“No Klass,” Mail- 
strom, April 8] for an important observation regard¬ 
ing the infamous death penalty issue and his empha¬ 
sis about consistency importance. 

It was sobering to read the editor’s response, which 
attempted to compare formal legislation to knee-jerk 
familiarity. The editor’s point being that it is okay to 
change your death penalty viewpoint to a “pro” posi¬ 
tion after knowing someone who has been killed. 
Then, ironically, on the following page there was pic¬ 
ture with captions about Amnesty International’s 
meeting with LGBT activists in London. I think I fi¬ 
nally understand the expression “strange peaches” 
and I disagree with your editor’s response in this case. 

In recent news, the United States is now recog¬ 
nized to have 1.8 million incarcerations, mostly non¬ 
violent offenders. Soon, we’ll pass up Russia in our 
pursuit of a big business prison system. So much for 
fearing Siberia, when we’ve got Corcoran here. Yup, 
and embarrassingly enough, we’re at the top of the 
Amnesty International list as human rights abusers. 
Why? That dreaded death penalty, and heck, throw 
some police brutality into the mix with three strikes. 
I can’t tell you the pride of old glory I feel when the 
United Slates condemns China for human rights 
abuses and we’re at the top of the list as abusers. 

The Boston Globe recently reported that since 
1973, “77 people sentenced to death have been exon¬ 
erated and freed.” This is about 15 percent of the 526 
people who have been executed in the same period. 
This is all great if we’re talking corporate handout 
oversights, but this is, regrettably, human lives. With 
the right to appeal wrongful convictions diminishing 
our federal courts, prompted by hysterical fears and 
overzealous pursuits, the focus solely on victims is 
usurping due process. Just go back in American his¬ 
tory to Salem. This is hardly the vision of our found¬ 
ing forefathers. 

Take the case of Anthony Porter (Illinois), who 
came within two days of being executed when it was 
discovered that someone else had actually committed 
the crime that he had been imprisoned for over 17 
years! This was last fall and the fifth person in Illinois 
released for the same reason within three years. 

What we have learned is that the death penalty has 
been used to: 1) execute folks who couldn’t afford a 
great lawyer (ever see a rich man get fried?) 2) exe¬ 
cute minorities (mostly black) and 3) execute psy¬ 
chopaths or sociopaths who belong in mental insti¬ 
tutions. Killing just one innocent person, in the name 
of revenge, is too high of a price. 

Justice is impartial and objective; families of vic¬ 
tims, oftentimes, are not. By my own experience of a 
brutal loss, I’m here to testify my position has not re¬ 
versed. In fact, I realize more than ever that as a gay 
man, it is my duty to continue to promote the pro¬ 
gressive, modern ideals and legacy that our brethren 
and sisters before us fought so hard to provide. Com¬ 
passion was amongst those ideals. Without it, how 
can we expect it from others without risking becom¬ 
ing what we once loathed? 

Executions won’t bring back folks like my friend 
or Matthew Shepard. Life imprisonment is much 
cheaper (have you ever totaled up the cost of these 
appeals?) and much more dignified - you won’t have 
to ditch due process. I hope the good folks of Cali¬ 
fornia once again set the trend to reverse this embar¬ 
rassingly barbaric travesty. Let’s do a makeover and 
join the rest of the modern civilized world at the 
table. 

Michael Rouppet 
San Francisco 

Klass dismissed 

Well, of course it depends on what people change 
their minds about. If, say, I have a very bad experience 
with a black person, and I subsequently decide on the 
basis of empirical experience that all black people are 
bad, of course that would be a bad conclusion to 
come to. People can change their minds for better or 
worse. Not everyone who has had a loved one mur¬ 
dered comes to the same conclusion as a Marc Klass. 
There is no uniform gay or straight position on the 
death penalty. For one of your letter writers to sug¬ 
gest that those of us who oppose the death penalty 
are on the road to Auschwitz is the biggest of the big 
lies. And I noticed you didn’t feel obliged to respond 
to that smear. You’re entitled to your views on the 
death penalty, which I am very happy to report is not 
shared by several leading gay organizations. You’re 
not entitled to put the Nazi label on those of us who 
do not support the death penalty. 

Michael P. Hardesty 
Oakland, CA 

[May we use it for bullies who blame victims? Our 
. response to your letter was prompted by the way you 
singled out Klass - a victim - for your smug self-right¬ 
eous condescension. How easy it must be for you to feel 
superior to him; enough so that you can mock him, ap¬ 
parently. And of course, it wouldn’t be a debate without 
someone playing the race card right away - even though 
the Shepard murderers and Gaither butchers are white.] 


Typo negative 

I was happy to see my letter to Supervisor Becerril 
in the April 15 B.A.R. under the heading “Back to 
school.” Thank you for printing it. 

There was, however, a major mangling, which I as¬ 
sume was due to a slip of someone’s finger. The third 
sentence of my letter reads “Although I disagreed with 
your vote, I would have tried to understand it had you 
supported it with physics and logic rather than with 
the virtue of hindsight.” The B.A.R. version reads “Al¬ 
though I disagreed with your vote, I would have tried 
to understand it, had you supported it with and 
logic.” 

I can put up (barely) with an added or dropped 
comma, or even a changed paragraph, and of course 
I realize you have space limitations. But I feel it would 
be better to drop a sentence entirely than to nullify its 
meaning. 

Perhaps a disclaimer at the top of the Letters sec¬ 
tion would be in order. May I suggest the following? 
“Due to space limitations, mechanical glitches, and/or 
sloppy editing, these letters do not necessarily appear 
as their authors intended.” 

Had such a disclaimer been in place on April 15, 
my friends wouldn’t have been able to accuse me of 
being an idiot. 

Robert Stine 
San Francisco 

Hocus pocus focus 

[This letter was sent to Fr. M. Eady of Our Lady of 
Lourdes in San Francisco, whose letter to the B.A.R. 
(“Holier than thou”) was printed April 15th.[ 

Conceptualizing ‘Church’ as you did, (the Catholic 
in your case) as the mystic body, loving souls, a heart¬ 
felt union of you & I in Christ, sounds like you know 
what the Sisters of PI are all about. Then you should 
know why celebrating Easter on Castro Street with a 
condom in the face of spring-born fertility, humani¬ 
ty, and a-young-man’s-fancy is a much more valid re¬ 
sponse to the Jesus in us then celebrating Easter at St. 
Mary’s or Our Lady of Lourdes with the cannibal host 
in the name of sexual repression. It seems you should 
be joining the Sisters, not disrespecting them. 

You know where the word “hoax” comes from, 
dear father, begat of “hocus pocus,” begat of the Latin 
for “this is my body” (and blood of Christ etc., etc., 
and abracadabra). Hoax is what you try to perpetrate 
in the second half of your letter, a sophistic attempt to 
assign your lack of virility, individuality, and integri¬ 
ty to the Sisters. 

Shame on you, and shame on your co-option of 
Jesus, your inhumane pope and, as always, on your 
Catholic Church and its never-ending Holy Roman 
Imperialization. 

Stan I. Malefic 
San Francisco 

Finding Love on Castro, Easter Sunday 

Now that the brouhaha over the Sisters of Perpet¬ 
ual Indulgence’s Easter party has simmered down, I 
want to tell you how that day was for me. It started 
when I read a T-shirt slogan: Jesus hates me, this I 
know, for the Christians tell me so. Our world needs 
love, sweet love, not hate. I found such love at the Sis¬ 
ter’s Easter celebration. 

Hoping to get some publicity for my new book, 
From Pain to Joy - Inspiring Words for Hope and Heal¬ 
ing, I decided to set up a little stand at the Harvey 
Milk Plaza and give away copies all day. A kind person 
who lives on the street kept me company for a while. 
A young man gave me vegetable soup. A confirmed 
bachelor bought me fudge. My new friend helped me 
peddle. Members of the San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus visited with me, as they were selling their CDs 
next door. 

Throughout the day I heard stories of pain and joy 
by folks from all walks of life. 

This day was special for me because I could relate 
to the person who wore the above mentioned T-shirt. 
In my case, a Christian told me that I was selfishly 
going against God’s word and being deceived by Satan 
because of my divorce. In seconds, I felt judged, hurt 
and invalidated by such words. After 11 hours with 
the folks on Castro Street, I was energized, happy, 
loved, accepted, and surely tolerated. Jesus loves me, 
this I know, for the people on Castro showed me so. 

I 

Nan Hanson 

Berkeley, CA 

Wish in one hand, smoke in the other... 

I am writing in support of Gilbert Sydney’s fine 
letter of April 8 [“No smoking!”]. I am a gay man and 
frequent bars on. Polk Street and wish a smoke free 
environment. The Castro is overwhelmingly comply¬ 
ing, but I live near Polk! 

Who in the hell does Wayne Friday think he is to 
tell police not to enforce the non-smoking law?!! 

I probably will not see this in print, as Jim Robin¬ 
son’s critical letter of Friday was not. 

Jon Ellis 
San Francisco 
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State GOP doesn’t get it 


by Wayne Friday 


11 f onder what the Califor¬ 
nia state Republican 
Party learned by its lop¬ 
sided losses last November to 
Gray Davis, Cruz Bustamante, 
Barbara Boxer, and a host of 
other statewide Democratic win¬ 
ners, while at the same time 
watching their minority numbers 
in the state Legislature drop? Ap¬ 
parently not much. 

A few weeks ago, the Assembly 
Republicans in Sacramento un¬ 
ceremoniously dumped their 
“moderate” Assembly leader, Rod 
Pacheco, and replaced him with 
one more in tune with the state 
Republican Party: conservative 
Assemblyman Scott Baugh of 
Orange County. They elected 
Pacheco, a moderate Latino, 
after the GOP nominee 
for governor (ultra-con¬ 
servative, anti-abortion, 
anti-gay then-Attorney 
General Dan Lungren) 
took a 20-point beat¬ 
ing from the lacklus¬ 
ter Democrat Davis, 
and it became 
obvious that 
the state Re¬ 
publican Party 
had badly lost both the hearts and 
the needed votes of the moderates 
within their party, who voted in 
droves for Davis over Lungren. A 
move in the right direction for the 
badly beaten, dispirited Republi¬ 
cans? Many thought so, but it did¬ 
n’t last. 

Pacheco’s pro-choice, moder¬ 
ate approach to California politics 
immediately got him into trouble 
with those who really control the 
state GOP (those represented by 
the arch-conservative California 
Republican Assembly) and 
Pacheco was soon replaced by the 
pro-life, anti-gay Orange County 
conservative, Baugh. 

California Democrats obvi¬ 
ously couldn’t be happier; not 
only can they now look to reap¬ 
portionment of congressional and 
state legislative districts, but the 
Assembly Republicans’ move also 
sends a clear message to Califor¬ 
nia voters that the party is still 
bent on narrowing its focus to the 
one issue that divides them more 
than any other: abortion. Clearly, 
the California Republican ma¬ 
chinery would prefer to stay the 
minority party that ever give in on 
the one issue that will forever split 
their ranks and drive the moder¬ 
ates within the GOP to candidates 
like Gray Davis, Barbara Boxer, 
and Dianne Feinstein. 

Meanwhile, as though to un¬ 
derscore what everyone already 
knows - that the control of the 
California Republican Party re¬ 
mains squarely in the hands of the 
Christian Right and the ultracon¬ 
servatives - the most conservative 
of the Republican presidential 
hopefuls came trooping, hat in 
hand, to the East Bay city of 
Newark last weekend to attend the 
annual meeting of the right wing 
California Republican Assembly 
(CRA). 

Moderate Republicans com¬ 
plain the group is dragging down 
the party, but not only are the 
CRA members the most conserv¬ 
ative faction of the state party, 
they are probably the most active 
(and bring in big bucks for their 
favorite candidates) so candidates 
like Pat Buchanan, Steve 
Forbes, Gary Bauer, Alan 
Keyes, and New Hampshire Sen¬ 
ator Bob Smith (all of whom 
came to kiss ass and, they hope, 


gain a blessing) know that they 
have to show respect if they’re to 
gain a hand in next year’s 
statewide presidential primary. 

Former Vice President Dan 
Quayle, Elizabeth Dole, and 
Texas Governor George W. 
Bush, the acknowledged GOP 
presidential front-runner, sat out 
the weekend gathering in 
Newark, but they too, will have to 
eventually pay their respects and 
kiss up to the CRA if they hope to 
score big in the state Republican 
primary. 

Not surprisingly, the main 
issue at the CRA confab was, 
again, abortion. California GOP 
party chairman John McGraw 
reiterated that hopeful Republi¬ 
can candidates must grab onto 
the issue to be successful; he told a 
Catholic newspaper during an in¬ 
terview earlier this year that 
abortion was the 
party’s most important 
issue. While some 
California Republi¬ 
cans would like to 
make other issues 
important, it isn’t likely 
to happen if you listen 
to one speaker 
at last week¬ 
end’s CRA 
meeting. 
Camille Giglio of Walnut Creek, 
a member of the group and a for¬ 
mer president of California Right 
to Life, told the group that the 
state Republican Party needs to be 
even stronger about its anti-abor¬ 
tion position. “We’ve got to stick 
to our position and be proud of 
it,” she warned CRA members. 

But as the Marin Independent 
Journal put it in an editorial last 
week, “pursuing that (rabid anti- 
abortion) strategy, California Re¬ 
publicans can expect to see their 
political strength atrophy into 
more double-digit defeats” in the 
coming elections. 

Politics and people 

Willie in a New York frame of 
mind? The Associated Press car¬ 
ried a story in a string of papers 
Sunday, about how our very own 
Mayor Willie Brown is accused 
of emulating NYC’s GOP Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani - specifically, 
Brown’s recent actions of taking 
aim at jaywalkers, ending loitering 
and public drunkenness in parks, 
calling for a ban on panhandling 
along street medians and freeway 
ramps, etc. The mayor’s critics are 
yelling that he is copying Giu¬ 
liani’s tactics, but Brown says this 
is only “an aggressive, all-out war 
on people who do bad things 
while driving or walking.” A 
Brown spokesperson insists that 
the mayor’s motives are different 
from Giuliani’s; Mayor Brown 
doesn’t have any contact with Mr. 
Giuliani, says press secretary Kan- 
dace Bender. (Meanwhile, Giu¬ 
liani seems pleased about the 
brouhaha - his spokesperson said 
the purported copycatting comes 
as no surprise. “This is a clear ex¬ 
ample of how Mayor Giuliani’s 
administration’s policies and pro¬ 
grams transcend politics and are 
being accepted as a blueprint for 
governing cities across America,” 
a NYC mayoral spokesperson 
said. What do I think? I have to go 
with Willie - we’re all getting tired 
of the homeless problem and, in 
particular, the increase in the pan¬ 
handlers; being hit up by eight of 
them in one block of Castro on 
Saturday is a bit tiring. 

Speaking of Mayor Brown, 
there was a great color photo of 
Da Mayor in the current issue of 
Jqjin Kennedy’s George maga¬ 


zine, where he looked more like 
the Emperor than the city’s chief 
executive (jeweled crown and all). 
According to George , Brown 
keeps his home number listed - 
who knew? - and he received a 
call recently from an irate woman 
at 2:30 a.m. complaining about a 
broken streetlight. Unable to get 
back to sleep the mayor arrived at 
City Hall early the next morning 
and told aides, “I don’t care what 
you do, make sure that light is 
fixed today.” Brown then called 
the constituent at 2:30 the next 
morning, waking her out of a 
deep slumber, to ask, “Is your 
streetlight on?” When the groggy 
woman replied yes, the mayor re¬ 
portedly mischievously said to 
her: “I just want you to know that 
we believe in service in San Fran¬ 
cisco.” For all that he gets a photo, 
with the “All Hail King Willie” 
crown in a national magazine, 
and a “Well done, Mr. Mayor” 
from this amused constituent. 

Berkeley councilman Kriss 
Worthington called to inform 
me that his plan to have that city 
“apologize” to newspaper heiress 
Patricia Hearst for the “incon¬ 
venience and harm” she suffered 
after being kidnapped years ago 
by the SLA was meant to be a 
“comic gag” of some sort, and im¬ 
plied that I should have known 
better than to take it seriously 
when I reported on it here last 
week; thanks for the clarification, 
Mr. Councilman, and I stand cor¬ 
rected. However, the antics of 
your council and its long-held 
reputation for the ridiculous, 
much like our own Board of 
Supes, gives real pause as to when 
it is to be taken, seriously. I mean, 
really, Kriss, how’s one to know?. 

This column has predicted 
from the start that Hillary Clin¬ 
ton will eventually decide against 
a run for the United States Senate 
from New York and that still 
holds: she won’t run, but the latest 
inside-the-Beltway gossip has her 
as a possible - very possible - veep 
candidate on an Al Gore ticket 
(now, that’s interesting). 

My bet for Gore’s veep? I still 
pick our very own Senator Fein¬ 
stein, particularly if, as expected, 
the GOP nominee (read: George 
W. Bush) puts a woman on the 
ticket with him, and, yes, I’d take a 
small bet it will eventually be Eliz¬ 
abeth Dole on the “Junior” Bush 
Republican ticket. 

Speaking of Elizabeth, and her 
hubby, you may have heard that 
Traditional Values Coalition chair 
the Reverend Lou Sheldon is be¬ 
rating those TV ads that Bob 
Dole does for Viagra (he probably 
dislikes the words “erectile dys¬ 
function” that flash on the screen) 
but is really pissed that Dole uses 
the phrase saying the drug could 
help “millions of men and their 
partners,” rather than “millions of 
men and their spouses.” Ha! “The 
use of the word ‘partner’ is prob¬ 
lematic,” Sheldon says. “It is in¬ 
consistent with the common- 
sense, traditional values of Bob 
and Elizabeth Dole that Ameri¬ 
cans know.” (Get a life, Rev. I 
mean any kind of a life.) 

I know it’s a month away, but 
friends of board President Tom 
Ammiano want you to mark your 
calendar now for a “retire the 
deficit” fundraiser for the popular 
supervisor to be held Tuesday, 
May 25. It will be at the S.F. 
Women Artists’ Gallery, 370 
Hayes Street 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., and 
donations of $35 or more are 
asked; call Esther Marks at (415) 
665-5417 for info. 

And how was your week? ▼ 




Single? 


Personal Introductions 
for Lesbians & Gay Men 

If you've completed your education and are on-track with your career, 
your thoughts may move to companionship, romance and love. You aren’t alone. 

At Quality Partners we work with attractive and successful lesbians and gay men 
who lead healthy and happy lives that they hope to share with someone special. 

Mo*nOg»a»my (mo nog am me) state of being romantically and passionately involved with one person 

< ' 

Quatihj 

For Selective Gay Men and Lesbians Seeking Long-Term Committed Relationships 


San Francisco 
415.442.4848 


East Bay 
925.253.4848 


San Jose 
408.294.48 48 


www.q ua I ityparthers.com E-mail: q pdate@best.com 
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THE 

LAWYERS 
TO CALL 
WHEN 
YOUR 
RIGHTS 
ARE AT 
STAKE 


WRONGFUL 

TERMINATION 


HIV/AIDS 


AUTO & 
MOTORCYCLE 
ACCIDENTS 


ATTORNEY PAUL WOTMAN 
announcing a $5.3 million 
award to a victim of gay 
job discrimination. 


WOTMAN & KORS llp 



TAKE A LOOK AROUND. 


184 Castro @ 19 th • S.F. 94114 3450 Sacramento St. • S.F. 94118 

864-5888 • fax 621-5592 921-6644 • fax 921-6698 


Private key locked mailboxes with 24 hour access, 7 days a week 
Call-in & mail forwarding services 
3 box sizes to choose from • 3 month minimum rental 


Domestic and worldwide shipping and custom packing services 
fVirMF'-.ir us postal services [ $ | g | 

rCvKJC office supplies • Notary • Copies • Faxing [ilncl 

AUTHORIZED SHIPPING CENTER (Upo) 

VISA, MASTERCARD &. ATM ACCEPTED N/. 


PO PLUS • M-F 9AM-6PM • SAT 9AM-5PM 
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ALL YOUR SKIN NEEDS. 


Gaetano Zanelli, M.D. 

Diplomats,American Board of Dermatology 
Fellow, American Society for Dermatologic Surgery 

| v Medical, Surgical & Cosmetic 

Du Dermatology 


Davies Medical Center 
45 Castro Street, Suite 215 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

( 415 ) 487-1846 


Skin Cancer Diagnosis and Surgery, 
PP^ Laser Treatments, Tumescent liposuction, 
Peels & Skin Care, Collagen, Botox, SoftForm Implantation 


IBANfCRl/PTC^ | 
LAW OFFICE 


THOMAS R. BURNS I 

X2S&2& socMonofCon^^prcy^ 

. debt relief • keep your property 
. eliminate or consolidate all debts 

Ottering Phonal Attention & A Positive Approach 

FR££ TELEPHONE CONSULTATION 

CALL FOR A FRESH START 

__1(415) 543-9900 

703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 
www.tburnslaw.com 




Look Good, Feel Good 
7 Days a Week! 


Open 7 Days a Week 


Heard and seen, barely 



by Nancy Boutilier 


nee upon a time two-eared 

- people thought that two- 
eyed people sounded nar¬ 
row, while two-eyed people ob¬ 
jected to what two-eared people 
wore. There were two-legged peo¬ 
ple walking around them, and 
two-elbowed folks giving a push 
and a shove, but everyone had a 
single mouth. Unfortunately, not 
everybody felt equally comfort¬ 
able or confident speaking up for 
themselves. 

Animosity reigned in all direc¬ 
tions. Two-eyed people, who 
called themselves Bi-focals, wield¬ 
ed civic power, thanks to long¬ 
standing traditions and family 
histories. Neither elections nor 
uniforms were necessary for the 
Bi-focals to police a great deal of 
social interaction - invitations to 
parties, business contracts, gov¬ 
ernment appointments and so 
forth. 

Truth be told, Bi-focals made 
fun of all the others - calling them 
names and excluding them from 
important events and decisions. 
Though Bi-focals called anyone 
without two eyes a 
“oner,” the worst of the 
names, “mono,” was 
definitely reserved for 
the two-eared. 

Some two-eared 
people tried to non-vi- 
olently challenge their 
harassers, but their 
words fell on less 
than two ears. 

While dozens of 
words could make 
fun of two-ears, there were no 
words that Bi-focals feared. Two- 
legged and two-elbowed people 
rarely stuck up of the two-eared, 
because to do so diminished them 
in the eyes of the beautiful and 
powerful Bi-focals. In the end, the 
two-eared people remained 
everyone’s easiest, and therefore 
favorite, target. 

It was painful to be two-eared. 
Every slur was heard in stereo. 
Some young two-eared people 
suffered low self-esteem and de¬ 
pression. They lost interest in 
learning and looked for ways to 
escape their two-eared lives. Some 
even stopped listening. One fa¬ 
mous two-eared painter even cut 
off one ear as a gesture of his self- 
loathing. But a few brave two¬ 
eared people started speaking 
about Ear Esteem. They designed 
their own flags and donned high 
hats that perched in steady bal¬ 
ance on their two ears. They 


began to proclaim their difference 
'with pride. 

New words circled around the 
two-eared people - weird, freaky, 
and the biggest insult of all, eerie. 

Tensions escalated 
between the two-eyed 
and the two-eared. 
There were rumbles that 
the two-eyed people 
dominated. Dreams of 
revenge began to enter 
two-eared sleep... 

Sometimes under¬ 
dogs find a means 
to fight back for 
themselves. Some¬ 
times, underdogs 
find allies who have the means - 
and perhaps their own motives - to 
fight in the name of the underdogs. 
At any rate, in such battles, it’s not 
how many ears, eyes, legs or elbows 
one has, but how many arms. 

Arms. There’s something 
about being armed that allows 
people to fall out of touch with 
their own eyes and ears. They lose 
their senses. Being armed means 
not having to reason to remain on 
top or to win the debate or to have 
the last word. 

Each time the phrase “senseless 
killing” finds its way into print, 
one wonders where the sensible 
killings take place. 

Gay bashers have often raised 
the “he came on to me” defense, 
as if an unwanted advance excus¬ 
es a violent crime. Imagine what 
would happen to our male popu¬ 
lation if straight women coun¬ 
tered every unwanted sexual ad¬ 
vance with murder. 


Abusers often have “reasons” 
for the beatings they inflict. “Din¬ 
ner wasn’t ready.” “I don’t like 
Mondays.” “Too many Twinkies.” 
Even if there is sense in one’s out¬ 
rage or one’s anger, is it (ever?) 
enough to justify violence? 

Yet, our politicians justify vio¬ 
lence every day. They have a list of 
reasons for bombing - and, yes, it 
too causes deaths. NATO aims to 
see the refugees back home when 
the fighting stops. Do they really 
think anyone will return to the 
scorched and tragedy-laced earth 
they once called home? How does 
a culture undo “ethnic cleansing?” 
To even imagine it linguistically is 
too much. 

So, not once upon a time, but 
here and now, we have two violent 
news stories competing for top 
billing on the nightly news. We see 
an arsenal employed to put an 
end to pain, suffering, intolerance, 
and bullying - then we see it again 
in Kosovo. 

Our government has repeated¬ 
ly used weapons to defeat those it 
can demonize - and politicians 
often demonize those we can de¬ 
feat or exploit. Our tax dollars 
support the “stockpiling of an ar¬ 
senal, including semiautomatic 
guns, grenades, and materials to 
make some 30 bombs.” (Oops, 
sorry, that line was about the two 
high schoolers, the ones who were 
reportedly called “geeks,” “freaks,” 
“nerds,” “inbreeds” and “gay” by 
classmates.) 

The day after Columbine’s 
tragic shootings President Clinton 

page 23 ► 
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20/20: cops out to abuse 


by Jerry Weinstein, 

GLAAD publications 
manager 

n Friday, April 20, television 

newsmagazine 20/20 pre- 

' sented a segment entitled 
“True, Blue, Unwanted” in which 
ABC News correspondent Lynn 
Sherr investigated the Harassment 
of gay officers. Sherr interviewed 
two New York gay men, Officers 
Barrato and Quinn from 
Queens and Long Island, who 
have experienced extreme prej¬ 
udice in the line of duty. 

After their peers sus¬ 
pected that they were 
gay, colleagues subject¬ 
ed the officers to verbal 
and physical assault. 

Quinn experienced 12 
years of harassment, 
including death 
threats, and ultimately 
had a nervous break¬ 
down. When Sherr respectfully 
questioned why in the face of on¬ 
going mistreatment these officers 
remained on the job, they submit¬ 
ted that they had every right to 
pursue a career as policemen. 

The piece ended on an opti¬ 
mistic note: while the New York 
Police Department and Nassau 
County precinct seem entrenched 
in anti-gay bias, Sherr pointed out 
that a number of police depart¬ 
ments, including the Boston Po¬ 
lice Department, are not only ac¬ 
cepting of difference, but they ac¬ 
tively recruit gay and lesbian offi¬ 
cers. (An interesting note: next 
month the San Francisco Police 
Department will set up a booth in 
the Castro district to actively re¬ 
cruit members of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender com¬ 
munity.) 

Once again 20/20 has pro¬ 
duced a fine segment revealing 
the harassment that the lesbian 
and gay community continues to 
face. Please thank the producers 
for their ongoing commitment to 
issues of sexual orientation in the 
workplace, in this case law en¬ 
forcement. 

Contact Victor Neufeld, Exec¬ 
utive Producer, 20/20, 147 
Columbus Avenue, 10th floor, 

New York, NY 10023-5900, fax: 
212.456.2969, e-mail: 
2020@abcnews.com. 

Michael Moore 
drives a Sodomobile 

Filmmaker Michael Moore has 
returned to television. Thanks to 
collaboration between the U.K.’s 
Channel 4 and Bravo, the auteur 
of Roger & Me, The Big One , and 
Fox’s TV Nation premiered a 
weekly television series, The Awful 
Truth , on Sunday, April 11. The 
first two episodes have not only 
been scathingly funny, but have 
been politically savvy as well. 

The first show had Moore 
staging a sexual witch-hunt on 
Capitol Hill, replete with extras 
cast in period Puritan garb. In it, 
Moore confronted House mem¬ 
bers and senators, including Rep¬ 
resentatives Bob Barr and Asa 
Hutchinson, denouncing their 
hypocrisy. 

Moore introduced his second 
show, on April 18, by saying that 
“Gay rights are the last frontier for 
human rights” - and noting that 
sodomy laws remain on the books 
in 20 states [curreently 19 states], 
Moore proceeded to screen a seg¬ 
ment in which he was shown dri¬ 
ving across the country in the 
Sodomobile, a pink Winnebago, 
complete with a dozen lesbians 
and gay men, stopping in those 



states where sodomy is criminal. 
These freedom riders roadtripped 
across America, and in the process 
confronted the Reverend Fred 
Phelps and his flock on his home 
turf, (Topeka, Kansas), and then 
later ambushed them again in 
Kansas City. 

When Moore discovered that 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
had been a cheerleader in college, 
the Sodomobile made its way to 
his family estate in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, where, outfitted 
in varsity uniforms with the 
letter “G” and pom-poms, 
they cheered until they 
were ejected from his 
property. This was the 
first in an ongoing se¬ 
ries of pieces to be pro¬ 
duced on the adven¬ 
tures of the Sodomo¬ 
bile. 

If you don’t already 
have it, get basic cable 
so that you can enjoy 
The Awful Truth. Please thank 
Bravo and Michael Moore for 
making the struggle for gay civil 
rights an issue that everyone can 
support, and for injecting humor 
in the enterprise. 

Contact Francis Burwick, Se¬ 
nior Vice President for Program¬ 
ming, Bravo Network, 1111 
Stewart Avenue, Bethpage, NY, 
11714. 516.803.4512; and 
Michael Moore, Executive Pro¬ 
ducer and Director, The Awful 
Truth, via his website at 
www.michaelmoore.com or e- 
mail: awfultv@aol.com. 

Please don’t kill Homicide 

The Hollywood trades are re¬ 
porting this week that NBC is 
considering canceling their long 
running crime drama Homicide: 
Life on the Streets. The critically 
acclaimed show is currently the 


only network program with a bi¬ 
sexual character, Detective Tim 
Bayliss. The show’s groundbreak¬ 
ing portrayal of Bayliss’s orienta¬ 
tion, and his fellow officers reac¬ 
tions, recently garnered Homicide 
a 1999 GLAAD Media Award 
nomination for Outstanding 
Drama Series. 

Please write NBC and ask 
them to renew this quality, bi-in- 
clusive program. 

Contact Mr. Scott Sassa, 
President, NBC Entertainment, 
3000 W. Alameda Ave., Bur¬ 
bank, CA 91523, e-mail: homi- 
cide@nbc.com. ▼ 


GLAAD promotes fair, 
accurate, and inclusive 
representation as a means of 
challenging discrimination 
based on sexual orientation or 
identity. Contact GLAAD by e- 
mail at glaad@glaad.org or by 
phone at (415) 861-2244. 
Report defamation in the media 
by calling GLAAD’s toll-free 
AlertLine! 1-800-GAY-MEDIA 
(1-800-429-6334). 


Victor A. Barcellona, DDS 
jdl 


Cosmetic, Preventative & Restorative Dentistry 





Member, American College of Prosthodontists 

450 Sutter Street, Suite 1229 
(415) 982-2250 

MOST INSURANCE AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 



HERTHI 


REAL ESTATE 

555 CASTRO STREET 

Lee Julien 

BROKER ASSOCIATE 

861-5222 ext. 330 

julien@realtor.com 


MEN'S ASSOCIATED EXCHANGE 



uenminj bt) 

Jim P. Const, D.D.L 

uiuiuj.jconitdih.dtijfe arch.com 


1,50 Sutter Street 
Suite 2133 

W-3M59 

email: jtonitddifbol.rom 



First Friday TGIF, May 7,6-9 pm 

155 Sansome Street (between Bush sc Pine) 10 th Floor, 

Are you tired of the typical bar crowd? Are you looking for a way to meet some new 
friends? If so, then MAX's TGIF is perfect for you. Held the first and third Friday of each 
month, TGIF attracts nearly 400 gay men after work to a fabulously art-deco private club 
to see friends, make new acquaintances, and jump-start the weekend. TGIF is also a 
great place to learn more about other MAX activities held this month. If you live in the 
South or East Bay, then join us for our TGIF in Sunnyvale on the second Friday or 
Walnut Creek on the fourth Friday of each month. There is a $5 cover for non-members. 

5th Friday (4/30) Special Fundraiser TGIF at GUMP'S, 135 Post Street benefiting the 
Richmond / Ermet AIDS Foundation. $20 entry, 

2nd Friday (5/14) MAXSouth TGIF at the Sunnyvale Hilton, 1250 Lakeside Dr. 
near 101 and Lawrence Expressway 

Men's Associated Exchange (MAX) is the Bay Area's largest social organization for 
gay men, with more than 800 members. Every month, MAX stages 12-15 events, 
drawing more than 1,500 men. From sports and travel to parties and arts and 
entertainment, MAX has something for everyone. Call 415-442-1994 for a free 


newsletter and more information or visit MAXOnline. 


V1AX 

MEN'S ASSOCIATED EXCHANGE 


WWW.MAXONLINE.ORG 
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40 or Over? 

You CAN reverse thre clock!! 


I specialize in men and women 
your age and will create a program 
for YOUR body. You only risk better 
health and self-esteem...could even 
get the body you always wanted. 

Private gym available. 

It’s Not Too Late! 

•free consultation* 


415 . 552.8520 
Richard Alexei 


tonal Fitn®99 Con9ultant and Trainer 


iified • Medical Exerciee Specialiet 


Sexy thugs, tranny hugs 



Is Selling Your 
Life Insurance 
The Right Choice? 

Representing the Insured since 1992 

Let us help you find out... 

We convert life insurance into cash for seniors 
and people with limited life expectancies. 

Ethical • Experienced 

Compassionate • Confidential 

And a leader in the Field of Viatical Settlements 


800.905.0114 

www.Redlerluianeial.com 



GunpiweU «oafi(fcn(ial. .No Mmhtf Viatiefe Association Carole Fiedler 
(A Aatcrtcs. FfSuurwf ±» thf (SVfc' Yotk Thuc^. FuSyLteetssetf 


by Jane Warner 
and Ron McGlashan 

i ednesday, April 21, 4:30 
a.m., corner of O'Farrell 
and Polk streets: Three 
fierce and friendly transvestites 
who are known sex workers in the 
area approached a man at the in¬ 
tersection, surrounded him, and 
embraced him in a group hug. 
The girls said, “How have you 
been? It’s been such a 
long time since we’ve 
seen you!” After the 
enveloping hug, the 
girls said, “All right 
then, we’ll see you 
later.” Shortly there¬ 
after the man dis¬ 
covered that his 
wallet containing 
$500 was missing, 
along with his cel¬ 
lular phone. Now unable to use 
his trendy tech toy, the man 
solemnly walked to a phone 
booth and called 911. The police 
arrived and filed a stolen proper¬ 
ty report on his behalf. 

Mornings are such a bitch 

Thursday, April22, 9 a.m., cor¬ 
ner of O’Farrell and Polk streets: A 
distraught man walked into 
Northern Station of the SFPD and 
told officers that he was ap¬ 
proached by a mean man who 
told him “Hey, bitch, you had bet¬ 
ter give me that coat, bitch. Give 
me that coat, bitch, or you’re 
gonna get hurt.” The man with 
the coat refused to take it off and 
the suspect proceeded to push 



Put $90 

in your pocket 

per year on your water & sewer bill 


Buy a new water-efficient 

toilet for only $10 

You can if you own a single-family home or 
multi-family building with fifteen units or less in 


SF. 



Sat., May 1 

Providence Baptist Church 
Third St. & McKinnon 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. 


For more info, call the 
SF Water Dept, at 923-2571. 


him and shove him to the ground. 
The suspect then swiped the coat, 
which held his wallet containing 
$300 in cash and various credit 
cards. No description of the sus¬ 
pect was given to the officers. 

Bandit burgles bagel joint 

Sunday, April25, 3p.m., Noah’s 
Bagels, 410 Castro Street: The sus¬ 
pect walked into Noah’s Bagels 
and reached over the counter and 
into the cash till, grabbing a 
stack of over $ 1,100 in $20 
bills while the clerk was 
ringing up a transac¬ 
tion. The suspect then 
ran northbound on 
Castro Street and 
down into the Muni 
underground sta¬ 
tion. The clerk 
alerted her man¬ 
ager, who followed 
the suspect into 
the Muni station and apprehend¬ 
ed him - after chasing him down 
the tunnel of the station and 
across the train platforms, hop- 
scotching over the rail tracks. Cas¬ 
tro beat officers Jim Barron and 
John Broucaret responded to the 
store manager’s call and cuffed 
the suspect upon the manager’s 
request for a citizen’s arrest. 
Booked for grand theft was 22- 
year-old Joseph Norman. 

Big gun lost 
in Beaver area 

Sunday, April 25,11 p.m., Tower 
Records, 2280 Market Street: A sus¬ 
pect entered the bottom floor of 
Tower Records carrying what 
looked like a big shotgun covered 
by a blanket, pointing it at the 
night clerk, demanding that she 


give him all the money. The clerk 
gave him around $150 in cash and 
the suspect fled westbound on 
Market Street towards Noe. A 
Tower Records security guard 
chased the man as he carried his 
gun, but the suspect was lost near 
Beaver Street, close to the Cas- 
tro/Divisadero cross streets. The 
suspect is described as an adult 
white mafe, in his 20s, 6 feet tall 
with a slim build and slight beard. 
He was last seen wearing a gray ski 
cap and a gray sweatshirt. 

Hustle bustle 

The Tenderloin and Mission 
districts have seen increased pros¬ 
titution, according to the SFPD. In 
the last week, 20 men and women 
have been arrested on prostitution 
charges near Polk Street, and 15 
women have been arrested near 
Mission Street. All of the arrested 
sex workers received citations and 
were released shortly thereafter. 

Door ajar and 
a lot of black tar 

Officers of the SFPD report an 
ever-increasing amount of black 
tar heroin dealing in Dolores 
Park, especially in the park’s pub¬ 
lic restrooms. Apparently, the 
black tar traffic is handled by 
groups of men who keep the re¬ 
stroom doors ajar while the drug 
transactions take place behind 
them. Another hot spot for hero¬ 
in trafficking is the park’s west 
side hilltop, where the Muni 
streetcars stop for passengers. The 
SFPD encourages the public to 
use extreme caution in this area, 
as shootings and other violent ac¬ 
tivity have been associated with 
the drug dealing in the area. T 


'SF Million Marijuana 
March' Sat. at Civic Center 


by Mark Norby 


V emonstrators will gather at 
San Francisco’s Civic Center 
Plaza this Saturday, May 1 on 
behalf of the rights of millions of 
cannabis users worldwide, and to 
denounce draconian pot laws in 
this country that hamper Ameri¬ 
cans’ ability to use marijuana as a 
healing agent. For five hours, be¬ 
ginning at noon, marijuana users 
and friends are urged to come out 
of their closets and stand up for 
their rights. Organizers say the 
rally will focus on freedom, educa¬ 
tion, property, work, and reasons 
to abolish unfair drug urine testing 
and crime-creating pot laws. 

“Millions of responsible Cali¬ 
fornians are being unjustly crimi¬ 
nalized by the current marijuana 
laws,” says California National Or¬ 
ganization for the Reform of Mar¬ 
ijuana Laws (NORML) coordina¬ 
tor Dale Gieringer. Like other orga¬ 
nizers, he demands that adults have 
the same right to use marijuana as 
to use alcohol and tobacco. 

March sponsors are calling for 
the implementation of a medical 
marijuana distribution system as 
called for in Proposition 215, the 
development of industrial hemp, 
the establishment of Amsterdam- 
like zones for adult users, and an 
end to laws against personal use 
and cultivation. The current situ¬ 
ation, they argue, only leads to 
unnecessary misery. 

“We now have a record num¬ 
ber of pot prisoners,” Gieringer 
points out. “Taxpayers would be 
better served if cannabis were 
taxed and regulated in a legal 


market instead of being left in the 
hands of illicit street dealers.” 

Affiliated May Day demonstra¬ 
tions will be taking place in other 
cities around the world, including 
Los Angeles, New York, Vancou¬ 
ver, London, Seattle, Amsterdam, 
and Auckland. 

The SF Million Marijuana 
March will begin at noon with a 
rally featuring speakers, music, in¬ 
formation booths, and the 
Human Rights and Drug War Ex¬ 
hibit. The performances of the 
Toyes, Ten Ton Chicken, Clan 
Dyken, Fantuzzi, and Ngaio 
Bealum will add rhythm to the 
day, and speakers will include Su¬ 
pervisor Tom Ammiano, attorney 
Tony Serra, Family Council on 
Drug Awareness spokesman Chris 
Conrad, and leading cannabis re¬ 
form activists Julia Carter, Mikki 
Norris, and Jeff Jones. 

At 4:20 p.m., a spot on the 
clock when all pot smokers are 
encouraged to light up in unity 
(an idea First promoted by the 
smokers of generation X), a pot 
pride parade will proceed from 
Civic Center to United Nations 
Plaza, then turn up Market Street 
and west to Van Ness, then back to 
Civic Center. Marchers are en¬ 
couraged to bring signs, banners, 
and to wear creative costumes. 

“It’s time to bring pot out of 
the closets and into the coffee¬ 
houses,” says Conrad. ▼ 


For more information, call 
( 415 ) 971 - 3573 , e-mail 
SFMMM@hotmail.com, or 
check out the website at 
www.drugpeace.org. 
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www.CeneBonino.com 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 

CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


“I measure my success 
by your satisfaction” 


Prudential 

California Realty 

7300 Healdsburg Avenue 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
1-800-200-2011 ext. 213 


Gene Bonino 



1 San Francisco 1 

3ignily J 


San Francisco 1 Gay & Lesbian Catholics, 
■ I I Our Families & Friends 


Eucharist Every Sunday 5:30 p.m. 

Seventh Avenue Church 

1329 7th Ave. at Judah » 681-2491 j 


You deserve 
a 


Smile 


Comprehensive Dentistry 

Cosmetic • Preventive • Restorative 


Michael J. Perona, D.D.S. 


120 Howard Street, Suite A 
San Francisco mm 


415.546.7990 


San Francisco 

Here 


AND 


Napa Valley 

There 



Jon Emerson 

415 / 567*1700 


Daniel Nelms 

707 / 945*1370 


Town & Company / Morgan Lane 


REAL ESTATE 


The Properties & Experience You Deserve 

WWW.TOWNCO.COM 



San Franciscans Phyllis Lyon, left, and Del Martin, who have been together 46 years, received the Women of 
Courage Award at NOW's lesbian rights summit held in Washington D.C. last weekend. 


NOW Lesbian Rights 
Summit held in D.C. 


by Bob Roehr 


M ore than 600 lesbians 
gathered in Washington, 
D.C. April 23-25 for the 
Lesbian Rights Summit spon¬ 
sored by the National Organiza¬ 
tion for Women (NOW). Amidst 
the pomp and security of NATO’s 
50th anniversary, it was certainly 
the more enjoyable and perhaps 
the more important meeting of 
the weekend. 

Caucuses reported back to a 
panel of national leaders at the 
closing plenary session on Sun¬ 
day. Their conclusions reflected 
the diversity of women and men 
attending the summit. 

Two minority reports decried 
what they saw as omissions from 
the proceedings. One was “the 
guise of inclusivity” of transgen- 
dered persons, the other was sex. 

“Given that we are at the les¬ 
bian rights summit, and that the 
foundation of the struggle for les¬ 
bian rights is a struggle for sexual 
liberation and freedom, it is stun¬ 
ning that there were no work¬ 
shops on, about, or primarily 
dealing with sex at this summit,” 
although many were proposed, 
said Deke Law. 

“It marginalizes all who advo¬ 
cate for it and work to create a 
pro-sex culture in an anti-sex 
country.” 

Law called for “an open dis¬ 
cussion of and revision of the out¬ 
dated 19-year-old NOW policy 
statement on lesbian rights issues” 
and inclusion of sex workshops at 
the NOW national conference in 
July. 

Later during the discussion by 
national leaders, Ruth Harlow, 
from the Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, said that the 
community needs “to make ex¬ 
plicit the connection between sex 
discrimination, sexual orientation 
discrimination, and discrimina¬ 
tion against transgender people 
on gender-based issues.” 

“The best kept secret of the 
queer movement is that it is led by 
lesbian feminists,” said Kerry 
Lobel, executive director of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force (NGLTF). “And the best 
kept secret of the feminist move¬ 
ment is that it is led by queers.” 

She believes the queer move¬ 
ment is ahead “on pushing the 
limits of gender identity and gen¬ 
der expression ... the feminist 


movement has to catch up.” She 
urged greater acknowledgment of 
bisexuality. 

“We don’t have a good sense of 
history and passing on,” said Willa 
Taylor, chair of the National Black 
Lesbian and Gay Leadership 
Forum. “And we continually rein¬ 
vent the wheel because we don’t 
know how it was done to begin 
with.” She was pleased to see 
many generations participating in 
the summit. 

Elizabeth Birch, executive di¬ 
rector of the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign (HRC), maintained, “We 
have ceded spirituality” to the far 
right. “I think it has hurt us a great 
deal in the movement.” 

The summit concluded with a 
march around the Capitol build¬ 
ing and rally in front of the 
Supreme Court. Its primary focus 
was expansion of federal hate 
crimes legislation to include les¬ 
bians, gays, and the disabled. The 
Senate held a hearing on that bill 
April 28. 

Phyl & Del-phia freedom 

The sentimental high point of 
the weekend was the presentation 
of the Women of Courage Award 
to Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon on 
Friday night. The San Francisco 
couple has been together for 46 
years, founded the first lesbian or¬ 
ganization (the Daughters of Bili- 
tis) in 1955, and have been active 
in NOW 

“We’re flabbergasted” by the 
honor, Lyon said. Their recount¬ 
ing of landmark events in lesbian 
history was marked by a comic 
repartee that would have done 
George Burns and Gracie Allen 
proud. “One of these days we’re 
going to start doing stand-up,” she 
quipped. 

Martin recalled how their 
“couple membership” to NOW 
was rejected in 1967, saying, “We 
were told that lesbians would de¬ 
stroy the organization.” 

At their first meeting of the 
San Francisco chapter, “Hetero¬ 
sexual women vented their anger 
against men so vehemendy and so 
visibly that we found ourselves 
defending the men,” Martin said, 
her voice rising in mock amaze¬ 
ment. “And we were suppose to be 
the man-haters. 

“But then, we didn’t have to 
live with them.” 

She urged the audience “to 
unite as never before and face the 
grip that the extreme right wing 


holds over our country.” 

The Tammy Show 

“She’s good,” said NOW Presi¬ 
dent Patricia Ireland in introduc¬ 
ing Representative Tammy Bald¬ 
win (D-Wisconsin). Ireland re¬ 
peated it again, slowly and with 
emphasis, “She is good.” 

Ireland explained further that 
Baldwin “takes something from 
her life and uses it to help people 
understand issues. She talks about 
her family, she talks about herself, 
and in that way, I think, brings the 
notion of Congress to people in a 
way that they can see how it 
touches their lives.” 

Baldwin spoke of her own 
coming out, and the anger she felt 
“because in all of my years at one 
of the finest sets of public schools 
and one of the best colleges in this 
nation, no one had ever uttered 
the word gay or lesbian in my 
classroom. 

“I had gone through a public 
education system, as most of my 
generation had, that had ignored 
the contributions of gays and les¬ 
bians.” 

She decided, at 24, that she 
could be both out as a lesbian and 
run for public office. “It was one 
of the most freeing things that I’ve 
ever done.” 

The public sees a world of 
politicians with their finger to the 
wind of public opinion, Baldwin 
said. “By being out, we clearly 
demonstrate our integrity. We 
prove that we make decisions 
based on what is right and what is 
honest. We shatter the cynicism 
that people hold of politicians.” 

She told the audience, “There 
are two things that keep us op¬ 
pressed: them, and us. 

“We are half of the equation. 
There will not be a magic day 
when we wake up and it is sud¬ 
denly okay to express ourselves 
publicly. We make that day. 

“So if you dream of a world in 
which you can put your partner’s 
photograph on your desk at work, 
then put her photo on your desk 
and you will live in such a world. 

“If you dream of a world 
where you walk down the street 
holding you lover’s hand, then 
hold her hand and you will live in 
such a world. 

“If you dream of a world 
where there are more openly gay 
and lesbian people in public of¬ 
fice, then run for office and you 
will live in such a world.” ▼ 
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• The first and only pill clinically 
proven to beat hair loss in men. 

PROPECIA is a medical breakthrough - the first pill that effectively treats male 
pattern hair loss on the vertex (at top of head) and anterior mid-scalp area. 

By all measures, the clinical results of PROPECIA in men are impressive:* 

• 83% maintained their hair based on hair count (vs. 28% with placebo). 

• 66% had visible regrowth as rated by independent dermatologists 
(vs. 7% with placebo). 

• 80% were rated as improved by clinical doctors (vs. 47% with placebo). 

• Most men reported an increase in the amount of hair, a decrease in hair loss, 
and improvement in appearance. 

*Based on vertex studies at 24 months of men 18 to 41 with 
mild to moderate hair loss. 

Scientists have recently discovered that men with male pattern hair loss have an increased 
level of DHT in their scalps. PROPECIA blocks the formation of DHT and, in this way, appears to 
interrupt a key factor in the development of inherited male pattern hair loss in men. 

Importantly, PROPECIA helps grow natural hair- not just peach fuzz-and is as convenient to 
take as a vitamin: one pill a day. 

Only a doctor can determine if PROPECIA is right for you. PROPECIA is for men only. 
Further, women who are or may potentially be pregnant must not use PROPECIA and should 
not handle crushed or broken tablets because of the risk of a specific kind of birth defect. 

(See accompanying Patient Information for details.) PROPECIA tablets are coated and will 
prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling. 


You may need to take PROPECIA daily for three months or more to see visible results. 
PROPECIA may not regrow all your hair. And if you stop using this product, you will gradually 
lose the hair you have gained. There is not sufficient evidence that PROPECIA works for 
recession at the temporal areas. If you haven't seen results after 12 months of using PROPECIA, 
further treatment is unlikely to be of benefit. 

Like all prescription products, PROPECIA may cause side effects. A very small number 
of men experienced certain side effects, such as: less desire for sex, difficulty in achieving 
an erection, and a decrease in the amount of semen. Each of these side effects occurred in 
less than 2% of men. These side effects were reversible and went away in men who stopped 
taking PROPECIA. They also disappeared in most men (58%) who continued taking PROPECIA. 

So start talking to your doctor. And stop thinking further hair loss is inevitable. 

CALL 1-888-806-3725 or visit our website at www.propecia.com today to receive 
detailed product information, including clinical "before and after" photographs. 

Please read the next page for additional information about PROPECIA. 
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(Finasteride) Tablets 


Patient Information about PROPECIA* 
(Pro-pee-sha) 

Generic name: finasteride (fin-AS-tur-eyed) 


PROPECIA** is for use by MEN ONLY. 

Please read this leaflet before you start taking PROPECIA. Also, read the information included with PROPECIA each time you 
renew your prescription, just in case anything has changed. Remember, this leaflet does not take the place of careful discussions with 
your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss PROPECIA when you start taking your medication and at regular checkups. 

What is PROPECIA used for? j|JH 

PROPECIA is used for the treatment of male pattern hair loss on the vertex and the anterior mid-scalp area. 

PROPECIA is for use by MEN ONLY and should NOT be used by women or children. 

What is male pattern hair loss? 

Male pattern hair loss is a common condition in which men experience thinning of the hair on the scalp. Often, this 
results in a receding hairline and/or balding on the top of the head. These changes typically begin gradually in men 
in their 20s. 

Doctors believe male pattern hair loss is due to heredity and is dependent on hormonal effects. Doctors refer to this 
type of hair loss as androgenetic alopecia. 

Results of clinical studies: 

For 12 months, doctors studied over 1800 men aged 18 to 41 with mild to moderate amounts of ongoing hair loss. A 
II men, whether receiving PROPECIA or placebo (a pill containing no medication) were given a medicated shampoo 
(Neutrogena T/Gel®*** Shampoo). Of these men, approximately 1200 with hair loss at the top of the head were studied 
for an additional 12 months. In general, men who took PROPECIA maintained or increased the number of visible scalp 
hairs and noticed improvement in their hair in the first year, with the effect maintained in the second year. Hair counts 
in men who did not take PROPECIA continued to decrease. 

In one study, patients were questioned on the growth of body hair. PROPECIA did not appear to affect hair in places other than 
the scalp. 

Will PROPECIA work for me? 

For most men, PROPECIA increases the number of scalp hairs, helping to fill in thin or balding areas of the scalp. 

Men taking PROPECIA noted a slowing of hair loss during two years of use. Although results will vary, generally 
you will not be able to grow back all of the hair you have lost. There is not sufficient evidence that PROPECIA works 
in the treatment of receding hairline in the temporal area on both sides of the head. 

Male pattern hair loss occurs gradually over time. On average, healthy hair grows only about half an inch each month. 
Therefore, it will take time to see any effect 

You may need to take PROPECIA daily for three months or more before you see a benefit from taking PROPECIA. 
PROPECIA can only work over the long term if you continue taking it. If the drug has not worked for you in twelve 
months, further treatment is unlikely to be of benefit. If you stop taking PROPECIA, you will likely lose the hair you have 
gained within 12 months of stopping treatment. You should discuss this with your doctor. 

How should I take PROPECIA? 

Follow your doctor's instructions. 

■ Take one tablet by mouth each day. 

■ You may take PROPECIA with or without food. 

■ If you forget to take PROPECIA, do net take an extra tablet. Just take the next tablet as usual. 

PROPECIA will not work faster or better if you take it more than once a day. 


Who should NOT take PROPECIA? 

■ PROPECIA is for the treatment of male pattern hair loss in MEN ONLY and should not be taken by women 
or children. 

■ Anyone allergic to any of the ingredients. 

A warning about PROPECIA and pregnancy. 

■ Women who are or may potentially be pregnant: 

- must not use PROPECIA 

- should not handle crushed or broken tablets of PROPECIA. 

If a woman who is pregnant with a male baby absorbs the active ingredient in PROPECIA, either by swallowing 
or through the skin, it may cause abnormalities of a male baby's sex organs. If a woman who is pregnant comes into 
contact with the active ingredient in PROPECIA. a doctor should be consulted. PROPECIA tablets are coated and will 
prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling, provided that the tablets are not broken or crushed. 

What are the possible side effects of PROPECIA? 

Like all prescription products, PROPECIA may cause side effects. In clinical studies, side effects from PROPECIA were 
uncommon and did not affect most men. A small number of men experienced certain sexual side effects. These men 
reported one or more of the following: less desire for sex; difficulty in achieving an erection; and, a decrease in the amount 
of semen. Each of these side effects occurred in less than 2% of men. These side effects went away in men who stopped 
taking PROPECIA. They also disappeared in most men who continued taking PROPECIA. 

The active ingredient in PROPECIA is also used by older men at a five-times higher dose to treat enlargement of the 
prostate. Some of these men reported other side effects, including problems with ejaculation, breast swelling and/or 
tenderness and allergic reactions such as lip swelling and rash. In clinical studies with PROPECIA, these side effects 
occurred as often in men taking placebo as in those taking PROPECIA. 

Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual effects. 

■ PROPECIA can affect a blood test called PSA (Prostate-Specific Antigen) for the screening of prostate cancer. 

If you have a PSA test done, you should tell your doctor that you are taking PROPECIA. 

Storage and handling. 

Keep PROPECIA in the original container and keep the container closed. Store it in a dry place at room temperature. 

PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling, provided 
that the tablets are not broken or crushed. 

Do not give your PROPECIA tablets to anyone else. It has been prescribed only for you. 

Keep PROPECIA and all medications out of the reach of children. 

THIS LEAFLET PROVIDES A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ABOUT PROPECIA. IF AFTER 

READING THIS LEAFLET YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ARE NOT SURE ABOUT ANYTHING, ASK YOUR DOCTOR. 

1 - 888 - 806 - 3725 , Monday through Friday, 830 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. (ET). 


'Trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. 

"Registered trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. 

"'Registered trademark of Johnson & Johnson 
COPYRIGHT © MERCK & CO., Inc., 1997 
All rights reserved. 

^ MERCK & CO., INC., West Point, PA 19486, USA 
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Offering State-of-t#*e-/lrt Treatments For Popple with HIV 1 




For newly diagnosed people 

• 1 vs. 2 protease inhibitors, plus DAT and 3TC 

• Either Crixivan or Crixivan plus Viracept 

• 24-week study 

• Free lab tests and study medications 

For people who have taken Crixivan or Viracept 
and have detectable viral loads 

• Either Crixivan or Viracept plus Agenerase (141) p/usZlagen (1592) plus 3TG 

• 48-week study 

• Free lab tests and study medications 

For people who have taken Crixivan or Norvlr 
and have detectable viral loads 

• Viracept +/- Fortovase pftus hydro>yurea plus MMTTI (Vramune or SusBva) 
plus ddl or D4T 

• 48-week study ' 

• Free lab tests 

2 short-term studies, compensation provided 

• Peldesine, a promising new drug 

• 6- to 8-week study 

• Compensation $325-375 at completion 

• More than 300 CD4 cells 


♦ AG1549, a promising new nonnucleoside 

• Only people now taking Viracept, 3TC and AZT/D4T 

♦ 6- to 8-week study 

* Compensation $600 at completion 

For people with CD4 cells between 30-300 

• IL-2 (interleukin 2, T-c©li growth factor) 

•4- to 6-year study 

♦ Free IL-2 and lab tests 

For people on antivirals with anemia 

• Procrit (a red blood ce8 growth factor) 

• Hemoglobin less than 11 

♦ Procrit provided 

• 16-week study 

For people with advanced KS 

• A new anti-angiogenesis drug SU5416 

• Starves KS iesions 

♦ May help individuate with KS swelling 

* Compensation provided 

HIVCare is a clinical research program of Saint Francis Memorial Hospital. 
For more information, please call Mark Bowers at 415-353-6215. 
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AIDS Grove 

◄ page 1 

our urban environment through 
the planting of trees. National 
Arbor Day is the perfect occasion 
to launch such an effort .” 

Expensive work needed 

In a related matter, Weyand 
has announced a major new 
funding initiative, the Ensure Re¬ 
membrance Campaign; proceeds 
will enable the grove to make 
much-needed landscaping and 
other required improvements. 
Plans for a permanent endow¬ 
ment are in the works as well, to 
pay for a gardener’s salary and an¬ 
nual maintenance supplies, to fur¬ 
ther the grove’s goal to become 
self-supporting. 

“Our long-term goal is to raise 
$1.5 million to establish the en¬ 
dowment,” Weyand stated. “So far, 
we’ve raised about $600,000, a 
wonderful start, but still far short 
of what we need.” Donations are 


tax-deductible and can be made 
in any amount. 

Another way of giving is for 
people to take advantage of the 
grove’s pledge program; for $50 
per month, people can join the 
Circle of Friends. With a gift of 
$1,000, a person’s name will be 
permanently inscribed in the flag¬ 
stone terrace at the grove’s Dog¬ 
wood Crescent. 

The grove is in immediate 
need of improvements to correct 
a serious drainage problem and 
rebuild paths so that they meet 
federal and state codes for disabil¬ 
ity access. “If you’ve visited the 
grove lately, you may have noticed 
that the meadow has been flood¬ 
ing at times throughout the rainy 
season due to its low elevation,” 
Weyand pointed out. 

A large pump and drainage 
tank set in sand under the mead¬ 
ow are supposed to take care of 
the flooding. But after years of use, 
oily silt has built up on the sand, 
and overflow from the tank can’t 
seep through the sand to the un- 


Feds audit 

◄ page 1 

to those suffering with AIDS/HIV 
to ensure that the nearly $9 billion 
directed to federal AIDS programs 
is spent for purposes for which it 
is intended,” Coburn said in a 
statement released by his office. 

Jim Driscoll, an AIDS lobbyist 
with Log Cabin Republicans, said, 
“The idea has been bouncing 
around for over a year.” Log Cabin 
tried to find a friendly sponsor to 
shape the audit request. 

Senator Jim Jeffords (R-Ver¬ 
mont) is chairman of the Labor 
and Human Resources Commit¬ 
tee and a strong friend of both gay 
and AIDS interests. But his office 
“was not very enthusiastic about 
Ryan White reauthorization,” ac¬ 
cording to Driscoll. 

Other potential sponsors were 
equally reticent. The initiative fell 
to Coburn as the one with “the 
most genuine interest in reautho¬ 
rization,” Driscoll said. 

Coburn did not pursue sug¬ 
gestions to get Democratic mem¬ 
bers to join in signing a bipartisan 
letter. Nor did Democrats, who 
were aware of the proposal over 
its several weeks of gestation, pro¬ 
actively seek to join the process 
and help shape the request. 

A tangential issue fueling 
Capitol machinations is an ongo¬ 
ing trial in Puerto Rico where 
three administrators are charged 
with diverting $2 million in fed¬ 
eral AIDS funds to political pur¬ 
poses. The alleged beneficiary, 
Governor Pedro Rossello, heads 
up A1 Gore’s presidential cam¬ 
paign in Puerto Rico. 

Reactions 

“This call for an audit is noth¬ 
ing less than a politically motivat¬ 
ed attempt to raise doubts about 
the fight against AIDS,” charged 
Daniel Zingale, executive director 
of the AIDS Action Council. 

It was a common response 
from AIDS lobbyists in Washing¬ 
ton. “These are not men who I 
would put on a primary list as 
being big time AIDS advocates,” 
said Gary Rose, a member of the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
(ADAP) Working Group. 

Only after attacking the mes¬ 
senger would they admit that the 
message of an audit could be “a 
useful exercise,” as the Human 
Rights Campaign’s (HRC) political 
director Winnie Stachelberg put it. 
“I think it is important to know 
how federal dollars are spent. 

San Francisco activist Michael 
Petrelis was “very happy” with 
news of the audit request, though 
he was “troubled” by a question 


concerning use of illegal drugs in 
AIDS-funded housing. 

Petrelis has spearheaded the Ac¬ 
countability Project, which gathers 
information on AIDS services 
providers. He also was in contact 
with Coburn’s staff and helped 
shape the questions sent to GAO. 

Representative Nancy Pelosi 
(D-California), a leading AIDS ad¬ 
vocate in Congress, noted, “There 
are numerous oversight and review 
procedures in place for Ryan White 
CARE and other programs.” But 
she had “no objection” to the study. 

Coburn reacted to the charge 
of political motivation by phoning 
Zingale the next morning. The 
congressman said he was willing 
to consider any additional issues 
Zingale might have, and may write 
a supplemental letter to GAO. 

Impact 

The GAO has a fine reputation 
for conducting impartial studies, 
so there is little concern that the 
process will be politicized. It de¬ 
livered a similar, but more limit¬ 
ed, review of Ryan White pro¬ 
grams in 1995 when that bill was 
up for its first renewal. 

“I actually think that we are 
going to get some answers that are 
useful, because GAO are smart 
people,” said Rose. He believes 
that GAO will “find bad book¬ 
keeping in some agencies. They 
are going to find a couple of ex¬ 
amples of misappropriation of 
funds, it’s inevitable. It happens 
with every kind of government 
program. But I’ve been pretty 
close to the ground with almost 
every level of AIDS services pro¬ 
vision and I just don’t see wide¬ 
spread abuse.” 

Pelosi is “convinced that any ob¬ 
jective and thorough review of fed¬ 
erally funded AIDS programs will 
find that the vast majority of pro¬ 
grams are high quality, cost effective, 
and essential to the appropriate care 
of thousands of people with HIV.” 

Provision of care seldom has 
been a contentious issue. The his¬ 
torically divisive issues have been 
those of prevention activities such 
as needle exchange, names report¬ 
ing, condom distribution, what to 
teach, when and where to teach it. 

Anderson reminded people 
that “prevention operates without 
the kind of legislative authority 
that Ryan White does.” That is un¬ 
likely to change, given the ideo¬ 
logical chasm that separates Con¬ 
gress on those issues. 

“There is great bipartisan sup¬ 
port for the Ryan White CARE 
Act,” which funds medical ser¬ 
vices, said Stachelberg. “It will be 
reauthorized.” ▼ 


derground. The site needs to be 
excavated, Weyand explained, to 
clean up the silt, and work on the 
meadow’s topsoil to break it up 
and enable it to drain properly. 
Several woodchip paths need to be 
resurfaced to make them more ac¬ 
cessible to people in wheelchairs. 
Weyand said that while the city 
may chip in part of the funds for 
the expensive maintenance work, 
the grove is expected to have to 
pay approximately $60,000. 

The grove was built entirely by 
private funding, and volunteers 
who participate in the popular 
monthly Saturday workdays help 
maintain the site by weeding and 
planting. Other donors have con¬ 
tributed financially over the years 
and Weyand thanked those who 
have helped create the first living 
memorial to those lost to AIDS 
and in support of people living 
with HIV/AIDS. The grove strives 
to provide a positive focus for 
grief and promote peace of heart, 
a means for the community to 
recognize the enormity of the 
AIDS crisis, a place for remem¬ 
brance and renewal; and to re¬ 
store through community partic¬ 
ipation and public-private part¬ 
nership a historic site of beauty in 
Golden Gate Park. 

Friends of the Urban Forest 
promotes a larger, healthier urban 
forest through community plan¬ 
ning, maintenance, education, 
and advocacy. T 


For more information on the 
grove or to make a donation, 
call (415) 750-8340 or mail to: 
Ensure Remembrance 
Campaign, National AIDS 
Memorial Grove, 856 Stanyan 
Street, San Francisco, CA 
94117-2752. The next Saturday 
workday at the grove is May 15. 



Gary R. Cloutier 

Attorney at Law 


• Employment/HIV 
Discrimination 

• Sexual Harassment 

• Personal Injury 


260 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
415-421-7333 




Living with 

HIV can be a 
challenge... selling your 
life insurance 

should not 

Many people with HIV are enjoying 
improved health, yet today, more are 
able to successfully sell their life 
insurance policies. How can this be? 

Let us explain the current trends and 
how we can help you build financial 
security. 


As San Francisco’s oldest & first gay 
owned viatical settlement brokerage 
house, we aggressively negotiate the 
maze of viatical companies to generate 
the most competitive cash settlement 
for you. 


WILBANKS & ASSOCIATES. INC. 

A VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS BROKER. 

2263 15th St. San Francisco, CA 94114 
( 415 ) 621-2633 FAX ( 415 ) 621-2547 

www.wilbanks.net 

‘California licensed. Confidential. No fee charged to you 
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SPEED USE? 

New ucsf treatment research with 

medication, HIV meds, Antidepressants, 
other treatment OK! Reimbursement 

offered. Ca9 for more information. 

( 415 ) 502-5802 


Catholics deal with 
‘gay issue’ at Santa 
Clara University 


by Piper Cook 


lthough it has decades of 
nuanced theology behind 
it, the Catholic Church’s 
policy on homosexuality can be 
summed up with a pithy cliche: 
“Hate the sin but love the sinner.” 
The Jesuits who run Santa Clara 
University, the first college in Cal¬ 
ifornia, are finding that it’s not 
such an easy policy to follow. 

Even as the school reaches out 
by giving official sanction to a gay 
and lesbian club on campus, staff 
and faculty members are grum¬ 
bling about the administration’s 
refusal to offer domestic partner 
benefits to queer couples. 

“All [the SCU administration 
has] to do is say yes, you are wor¬ 
thy; your family is worthy; and we 
will protect you,” says Cookie Ri- 
dolfi, a law professor who is a les¬ 
bian. “That is what I demand.” 

Liz Whitmore, assistant direc¬ 
tor of human resources, explains, 
“The reason SCU does not pro¬ 
vide domestic partner benefits is 
because the Catholic Bishops are 
opposed to it.” Many gay and les¬ 
bian faculty and staff don’t even 
fight for domestic partner bene¬ 
fits because they are afraid. 

“I asked for benefits,” says Ed 
Schaefer, SCU associate professor 


UCSF RESEARCHERS 

at San Francisco General Hospital are recruiting 

HIV POSITIVE PEOPLE 

for clinical trials: 


Bristol-Myers Squibb’s New Enteric Coated ddl 

This 48 week study is being conducted to show that the antiviral activity 
of Enteric Coated ddl with d4T and Nelfinavir is similar to the antiviral 
activity produced by Combivir and Nelfinavir. 

Study requirements: 

• T cell count 200 or greater 

• Viral Load 2,000 or greater 

• Patients should be available for at least 48 weeks 

Additional Information: 

• Free Study Medications and Lab Tests 

• Enteric Coated ddl = Only One Pill, Once a Day 

• Fewer Side Effects Expected Than With Standard ddl 

• Possible Regimens: Enteric ddl + d4T and Nelfinavir 

OR 

Combivir + Nelfinavir 

WOMEN AND MINORITIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
PARTICIPATE 


For more information call Dorie Heeren 
at (415) 476-9296 ext. 305 



of mathematics. “However, I 
quickly dropped the subject be¬ 
cause I was up for tenure and was 
afraid my pushing the issue might 
jeopardize my position.” 

What Schaefer finds frustrat¬ 
ing is that SCU extends benefits to 
faculty and staff members who 
weren’t married in a church, as 
well as to atheists. 

Santa Clara certainly isn’t 
alone. There are 124 colleges and 
universities that provide domestic 
partner benefits, but none of 
them is Catholic. 

Welcome to the club 

Yet Santa Clara has been out in 
front On gay rights in another 
area. Santa Clara was the first Je¬ 
suit school in the country to char¬ 
ter a gay and lesbian club. The 
Gay and Lesbian (& Bisexual) Al¬ 
liance, known as GALA, is dedi¬ 
cated to providing emotional and 
social support to the SCU bisexu¬ 
al, gay, and lesbian community, 
and to further contribute infor¬ 
mation to the entire SCU com¬ 
munity concerning bisexual, gay, 
and lesbian issues. GALA is like 
any other chartered club or frater¬ 
nity, except that it maintains con¬ 
fidentiality for students who re¬ 
quest it. 

“GALA has made the universi¬ 
ty a safe place to attend for those 
students who have had a tough 
time dealing with their sexual ori¬ 
entation or who have been ha¬ 
rassed because of it,” says GALA 
member Kelli Swader, a senior 
“The primary goal of the club is 
to be here for the students who 
need us.” 

As many as 15 students attend 
GALA’s weekly meetings, accord¬ 
ing to Sara Sperling, an assistant 
director at SCU’s Center for Stu¬ 
dent Leadership who advises 
GALA. Being gay in college is very 
different now than it was 20 to 30 
years ago, says the 27-year-old 
Sperling, who came out when she 
was 21. “A person’s college years 
often coincides with the time in 
people’s lives when they are first 
willing to come out. And GALA 
has been vital for some SCU stu¬ 
dents when they reach that stage.” 

“At first I was afraid to come 
out because I didn’t know how 
people [other students] would 


react,” says a 21-year-old senior 
who chose not to use her name. “I 
didn’t want people, especially 
other girls, to shy away from me 
because now they would think I’d 
try to pick up on them. But I had 
to do it. I had to come out for my¬ 
self. One of the most important 
issues facing gay and lesbian stu¬ 
dents is a lack of campus aware¬ 
ness.” 

“We’ve been kind of invisible 
lately,” says Swader, sitting pa¬ 
tiently in Benson Memorial Stu¬ 
dent Center at a table promoting 
GALA. “A lot of students don’t 
even know there is such a group 
on campus.” 

Adds GALA member Angela 
Westbrook, “There has been a 
kind of general attitude among 
the students that we’re not here. 
People try and pretend that they 
don’t see us and we don’t exist, 
but we do exist and we are here.” 

It’s a feeling shared by some 
faculty members. 

“I don’t think some depart¬ 
ments can handle someone being 
openly or publicly gay,” says a les¬ 
bian faculty member who asked 
not to be identified. She has been 
with the same partner nearly 15 
years. “However, it would be a 
good challenge for this university, 
being that they want a tolerant 
place, an open community. This 
would definitely be a true test.” 

Class distinctions 

These issues come up often in 
Professor Jack Bonsor’s course, 
Homosexuality and Catholic The¬ 
ology. Introduced in the spring 
quarter last year, it is the universi¬ 
ty’s first religious studies course to 
address the issues of homosexual¬ 
ity. Homosexuality is a very cur¬ 
rent ethical issue in Catholic cir¬ 
cles right now, says Santa Clara 
Religious Studies Department 
Chair Denise Carmody. “It is a 
topic, we feel, the students here at 
Santa Clara are interested in.” 

Bonsor’s class is based primar¬ 
ily on scripture and St. Thomas 
Aquinas’s natural law argument. 
According to Aquinas, homosex¬ 
ual acts contradict “human na¬ 
ture.” Human beings are required 
to act in conformity with their na¬ 
ture, so all homosexual acts are 
next page ► 
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Linen Supply 



EXCEL LINEN 


LOW, LOW PRICES, HIGH QUALITY 

Specializing in Bars, Restaurants, Beauty Salons and Health Clubs. 
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Stanford conference 
to focus on anti-gay 
violence, fighting back 


by Mark Norby 


"| he old wooden firehouse at 
Stanford University no 
II longer houses a couple of 
brave firemen and their red truck. 
To outsiders, the moniker “Fire 
House” still emblazoned on the 
fa 9 ade would indicate an architec¬ 
tural relic of the university’s early 
days. But today it is the center of 
fire for Stanford’s queer students, 
transformed to its present state in 
the early 1980s. It is home to big 
ideas, where Stanford’s bisexual, 
gay, lesbian, transgender, and 
queer community (BGLAD) 
manages to organize great queer 
minds for an annual conference 
dedicated to advancing queer in¬ 
terests. 

Beginning this Monday, May 
3, BGLAD will host a conference 
entitled “Fighting back: eradicat¬ 
ing violence against our commu¬ 
nity.” The two-week conference 
boasts queer intellectuals, enter¬ 
tainers, athletes, and out-and- 
proud students. Researchers and 
activists will meet at Stanford 
until May 16 to present the latest 
information and plans for action 
in addressing the rising tide of 
anti-queer violence, and academ¬ 
ic departments of Stanford will 
offer lectures and events that will 



Author and lawyer Andrew Vachss 


further illuminate the depth of vi¬ 
olence and the extent of its 
growth that has infected Ameri¬ 
can society. 

Organizers hope that on Fri¬ 
day, May 14 most of the campus, 
whether gay or straight, will sport 
round buttons with the bright 
pink triangle, symbolizing pan- 
sexual unity and queer identity. 


Coinciding with Stanford’s 
queer awareness conference, au¬ 
thor, lawyer, and gay rights advo¬ 
cate Andrew Vachss will speak 
May 14. Vachss is a recognized ex¬ 
pert on the sociology of interper¬ 
sonal violence, including bashing 
crimes, and how to fight them. He 
has authored a new book- on gay 
bashing, Choice of Evil, that will be 
published by Knopf Publishing in 
May. 

As Vachss sees it, “the state¬ 
ment that all hate is the same hate 
is no mere canard. Every study 
analyzing gay-bashing assaults 
shows that these violent crimes 
are disproportionately directed 
toward women, racial, and ethnic 
minority members of the queer 
community. If we are to overcome 
those who attack us, we must rec¬ 
ognize and expose the multiple 
roots of the hatred that drives our 
attackers.” T 


Vachss’s lecture is open to the 
public and general admission is 
$10, or $3 with a student ID. 
Additional information on the 
conference and ticket 
reservations are available by 
calling (650) 326-8067 or e- 
mailing Stanford- 
BGLAD@iname.com. 



ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE 
BUSINESS CONSULTATION 
ESTATE & DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS 

m 

100 VAN NESS AVENUE, 21SI FLOOR 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102 

15 - 252-9800 

THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1981 



WALLBEDS 

and space saving furniture 


VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOWROOM JUST SOUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO 
285 Industrial Way in Brisbane - Open Mon-Sat 9-5 
Call for Directions or Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 


Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 
• All Sizes Available 


ALSO: 

• Platform Storage Beds 
• Closet Systems 

• Armoires 
• Desks 

• Dressers 


by MARCH Enterprises, Inc. 


Wallbeds from $1,299 
Wallbed Groups (as shown) from $2,699 


ALL WOOD 
No Particle Board 
• Birch • Maple • Oak 
• Teak • Walnut 


Platform Storage Beds from $299 


Santa Clara 
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objectively wrong, according to 
Aquinas. 

Bonsor teaches the class very 
liberally and is open to any ques¬ 
tions, says student Mark Ku- 
panoff. “We’re learning more 
about the ways in which the 
church, seemingly, has failed in its 
views of homosexuality.” 

Senior Sonia Leal, another stu¬ 
dent enrolled in the course, isn’t 
as pleased with the format. 

“We don’t get to discuss our 
feelings or questions on homo¬ 
sexuality and how it is dealt with 
in our society,” Leal says. “All we 
do is learn about what the 
Catholic Church thinks and says 
is right.” 

But Bonsor points out it’s a the¬ 


ology class based on the church’s 
teaching, not a free-for-all on the 
subject of homosexuality. 

The students have a lot of 
opinions and feelings on homo¬ 
sexuality and the issues surround¬ 
ing it, but they don’t think about 
them critically, says Bonsor, lean¬ 
ing back with his hands folded 
firmly in his lap. “I want to em¬ 
phasize how one thinks critically 
about something. I want them to 
be able to make a sound ethical 
argument. Bonsor believes that 
part of being Catholic is taking 
the church’s teaching seriously.” 
He hopes this class will help his 
students to think theologically 
and learn more about Christian 
tradition. In his opinion, helping 
them think critically and being 
able to enter into serious thinking 
and discourse is the most valuable 
lesson he can teach them. T 



PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES 


■ Revocable Living Trusts ■ Wills 

■ Probates/Probate Avoidance 

■ Estate Planning ■ Since 1979 

John R. Braun, Attorney 

240 Stockton St. On Union Square 

415 - 956-1373 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


GAY SPERM DONORS 

WANTED 

Lesbians seek Gay Men to play “Uncle” 

Rainbow Flag Sperm Bank is recruiting donors for Lesbians. We tell the mother who the 
donor is when the child is 3 months old. Donors have neither financial obligations or 
custody rights. Some children start asking about their biological fathers at 3 years of age. 
If healthy & under 55, call our donor information line or see our website: 

(510) 272-0300 gayspermbank.com 
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Peripheral Neuropathy? 

Seek Proven Relief Through Reflexology 
Kit Wynkoop 

Certified Reflexology Practitioner 
415-731-0158 

"Thanks to reflexology, my peripheral neuropathy 
is now at a manageable level." - Michael Rebone 


en, Jr., M.D 

.. Jplfflitein, 

415.861.2400 

www.owenmed.oom 

45 Castro St., Suite 402 
San Francisco 
@ Davies Medical Center 


Gay Health Care Since 1979 


Behavior research 
comes of age 

Opportunity for sexually active gay/bi men 



Making Sound Decisions in 
a Chaotic World 

Mark D. Kelly, Ph.D. 

Psychotherapy • Assessment 

Specializing in mental stress 
reduction, treatment for 
depression, and relationship 
issues. Improve balance in 
workplace and personal life. 
Neuropsychological testing 
for memory problems. 

220 Montgomery St. 

S.F. Financial District Office 
Telephone (415) 621-2726 



CA License #13223 


by Bill Snow, ACT UP/ 
Golden Gate Writers Pool 

B he San Francisco Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health 
(DPH) is now recruiting 
sexually active men who have sex 
with men for an unusual and im¬ 
portant study, called Explore. The 
goal is to determine if intensive, 
personalized, one-on-one coun¬ 
seling about behavior and risk can 
significantly reduce the number 
of new HIV infections. 

To understand the purpose of 
this trial, it is necessary to step 
back and look at the history of be¬ 
havior change activities and re¬ 
search. Hang in here, because the 
study has real benefits (for re¬ 
searchers, and for participants, 
too) that we’ll get to shortly. 

In its beginning, the AIDS epi¬ 
demic itself was controversial, and 
it was all anyone could manage 
just to get out the message of safer 
sex. It works; it's okay, if not perfect; 
it can be satisfying; it saves lives. 

Next came the logistics: con¬ 
doms, clean needles, and how to 
use them, all in the urgent terrify¬ 
ing context of sickness and death 
(which probably did way more to 
change people’s behavior than the 
education they were exposed to). 

Thus began a whole industry 


UCSF RESEARCHERS 

at San Francisco General Hospital are recruiting 

HIV POSITIVE PEOPLE 


for clinical trials: 


New Nucleoside Reverse Transcriptase Inhibitor 

Triangle Pharmaceuticals is sponsoring a 22 day study to evaluate safety, 
tolerance and efficacy of DAPD, a new NRTL 

Study requirements: 

• Age 18-65 

• T-Cells greater than 50 

• Viral load between 5,000 and 250,000 

Additional Information: 

• Two 14 hour hospital stays (not overnight) 

• Reimbursement provided up to $450.00 

• Prioritized access to future trials involving this drug 

• Drug taken for 15 days with a 7 day follow up period 

WOMEN AND MINORITIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
PARTICIPATE 


For more information call Doug Raggett, RN 
at (415) 476-9296 ext. 312 


of HIV prevention organizations, 
methods, and research, which has 
continued unabated for years. 
Community-based organizations 
developed programs by trial and 
error, and researchers tried to test 
them or - more commonly - de¬ 
veloped and tested their own. The 
rate of new HIV infections 
(known as incidence or seroinci- 
dence) went down. 

Happily, as time wore 
on, sickness and death 
receded because in- ^ 
fected people died or 
did better under treat¬ 
ment, but new men en¬ 
tered the community, 
people got tired of safety, 
and risk-taking went 
underground. There 
were plenty of theo¬ 
ries why, all boiling 
down to human nature, but the 
bottom line is that incidence 
wouldn’t go down enough, and 
even crept up from its low in 
some populations. Alarmingly, it 
stayed high and got higher in cer¬ 
tain vulnerable populations: 
young gay men and minorities 
became the majorities for HIV in¬ 
fection. 

No seroincidence-based 
prevention trials 

So, some in the scientific com¬ 
munity, those who had the guts, 
looked at what we’ve been doing 
and asked the hard questions that 
science is supposed to ask: “Do we 
know if what were doing works?” 
and “What might work better?” 

The Office of the Director of 
the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and others - including Dr. 
Tom Coates, Director of the Uni¬ 
versity of California, San Francis-* 
co (UCSF) Center for AIDS Pre¬ 
vention Studies and a principal 
investigator of the Explore study 
- surveyed all the research on ac¬ 
tivities known as “interventions” 
to reduce HIV risk behaviors, and 
discovered something interesting. 
All the many studies of HIV pre¬ 
vention approaches rely on re¬ 
ported changes in behavior to 
judge how well they work. There 
had never been a controlled study 
to see if any prevention activity 
actually reduced infection rates! 
Oops. 

Meanwhile, many sites around 
the country were following men 
at risk to prepare for vaccine tri¬ 
als that have only now just begun, 
and some of us began to question 
why we weren’t doing more to re¬ 
duce infection rates in those pop¬ 
ulations. 



Last year an intensive inter¬ 
vention was designed to take a 
shot at the best we could do, and 
see if it actually prevents infec¬ 
tions. And, after a very successful 
pilot, the Explore study is now 
open and recruiting 4,350 men in 
six cities to a randomized con¬ 
trolled trial of an intensive, indi¬ 
vidualized counseling interven¬ 
tion to measure its effect against 
a control group in reducing 
seroincidence. This is 
seen as the “maximum 
practical dose” of pre¬ 
vention counseling, a 
way to prove or dis¬ 
prove the concept that a 
behavioral intervention 
really can reduce in¬ 
fection rates. San 
Francisco will recruit 
over 600 men from 
the Bay Area. 

Explore Clinical Coordinator 
Mike Ahern says what they’re 
doing, is “talking about much 
more than information and train¬ 
ing here. We’re talking about pro¬ 
viding sexually active men with 12 
weeks of structured and individ¬ 
ualized one-on-one counseling to 
understand and cope with their 
own risk tendencies. In 10 ses¬ 
sions you will work with a trained 
counselor to address your specific 
sexual and drug use issues, what 
you like, who you like, what risks 
you may have taken, and the type, 
of risks you wish to avoid. Ses¬ 
sions may be conducted at the 
study site, over the phone, or at an 
agreed-upon location away from 
the study site. The counselors are 
dedicated and experienced, and 
the intervention should help you 
know yourself better and make 
better decisions.” 

Hence the name. “Explore” is 
what participants randomly se¬ 
lected for the treatment arm do: 
they explore in detail their defini¬ 
tion of what they consider accept¬ 
able risk - their personal standard 
of safer sex - for themselves. What 
counselors are finding so far is 
that people sometimes have com¬ 
plex definitions that depend on 
multiple factors: how much they 
trust their partner, whether or not 
they ejaculate, how mindful they 
are of the risk they are taking. 
Trust seems to be a richly impor¬ 
tant value to men in their safer sex 
decisions, and affects their risk 
level. Trust often means I am con¬ 
nected to you and you to me and 
that can get reflected in what I am 
willing to do with you. Being 
under the influence of drugs or al- 
nextpage ► 


ACTion UPdate 


Let's Explore! 

M IV counseling is an important part of HIV prevention ef¬ 
forts around the country. As the epidemic continues, we 
need to continue to find new ways to help people protect 
themselves and to measure and share what we really accomplish. 
By taking part in the Explore study described above, you can help 
researchers find out whether this new strategy could help people 
like yourself in the future. You may also benefit personally from 
counseling and/or HIV and STD testing, and there is some com¬ 
pensation for regular study visits (but not for the extra 10 sessions 
of counseling). 

If you’re interested in joining the study, call DPH at (415) 554- 
9068. or e-mail to research@dph.sf.ca.us. For information about 
joining the Community Advisory Board that advises this trial call 
(415) 554-9065 or e-mail joe_wright@dph.sf.ca.us. ▼ 
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OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow norma! rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


James E. Hoctor 

January 12,1930 — April 1, 1999 

James E. Hoctor, 
affectionately 
known by many as 
“Uncle Jim,” after a 
short illness with 
cancer, died in the 
Kaiser Foundation 
Hospital on April 1. 
Jim moved to San 
Francisco from 
Alexandria, Virginia 
approximately five years ago. 

Hundreds of friends will remember 
Jim for his robust nature, his unselfish 
and caring attitude, and his love for 
travel. He had recently returned from 
trips to Puerto Rico and Mexico and 
was planning a trip to Hawaii. Many 
will also remember him from conversa¬ 
tions during his almost daily lunches in 
Castro area restaurants. 

He was born in Omaha, Nebraska, 
and graduated from Creighton Univer¬ 
sity. While serving in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War, he received a 
Purple Heart and Bronze Star medals. 

He also served as a military advisor in 
Vietnam. 

Uncle Jim was cremated, and his 
cremains will be transported to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. A funeral service will be 
held in that area. No local memorial 
service is being planned. 

Franklin Hiles 

October 27,1961 — March 8,1999 


Frank’s life 
slipped away on 
Monday March 8. 
He was 37. At his 
20th birthday party 
he was told he had 
AIDS and only six 
months to live. Over 
the next 17 years, 
AIDS both forged 
and challenged his 
entire adult life. Even so, he had been 
around the world four times, worked as 
a draftsman on the plans for NYC’s twin 
towers, survived being homeless one 
winter on the streets of NYC, recovered 
from numerous bouts of pneumonia, 
sowed more hemp than Johnny Apple- 
seed did trees, and touched more lives 
than will ever be known. 

Music was his passion, his savior, 


and his addiction. He had worked in NY 
as a DJ, and even played at NYC’s famed 
club “the Saint.” By the time he reached 
SF, neuropathy had robbed him of the 
free use of his legs. Still, music would 
lift him up and he would dance and 
spin his way to Nirvana where he was 
once again healthy and whole. 

Frank’s passion for life was intense. 
To those around him it was both inspir¬ 
ing and infectious. He is dearly missed 
by all who knew him. Good journey my 
friend, until our paths cross again. 

Larry D. Marr 

July 1, 1948 - April 16, 1999 


Larry died qui¬ 
etly and peacefully 
in his sleep, at 
home, on April 16, 
1999. His valiant 
12-year fight 
against AIDS took 
its toll, and ended 
due to acute liver 
failure. 

Larry was born 
on July 1, 1948 in Alamagordo, New 
Mexico. He graduated from New Mexi¬ 
co State University, Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, in 1970 and moved to San 
Francisco in 1971. He was last employed 
by General Reinsurance Company 
where he was an Administrative Manag¬ 
er. Larry lived life fully, with unbridled 
zest, love, and his endearing, penetrat¬ 
ing wit. 

Larry is survived by his partner 
Peter Di Giulio, his dear friends Deanna 
Hernandez (SF), Ellen Dowling (NM), 
Tracy .Cooper-Tuckman (OH); his 
“nephews” Alex and Clarke Cooper; and 
numerous friends he made over the 
years, with whom he stayed in loving 
contact. 

A celebration of Larry’s life will be 
held on June 5,1999 at his home. His 
ashes will be scattered in the Organ 
Mountains of New Mexico that he so 
loved. 

Donations can be made in Larry’s 
name, to inscribe his name in stone, to 
the National AIDS Memorial Grove in 
Golden Gate Park, 856 Stanyan St. San 
Francisco, CA. 94117, or to AIDS Bene¬ 
fit Counselors, 973 Market St. 6th floor, 
San Francisco, CA. 94103. 

Words do not do justice to the love 
Larry gave to us who were privileged to 
know him. 

David Lee “Granny” Matthias 

November 15,1929 — March 30,1999 


Friends of 
David Lee Matthias 
regretfully an¬ 
nounce that he 
passed away at 
home on March 30, 
1999. David was 
loved by many in 
this community 
not only because he 
cared for them in 
his profession as a nurse, but also be¬ 
cause he was able to empathize and 
cheer them with his great sense of 
humor and inimitable positive outlook 
on life, which earned him the nickname 
"Granny.” 

Granny was born in Winslow, Ari¬ 
zona and served in the U. S. Navy. Diag¬ 
nosed with AIDS in the early 1980s, he 
nonetheless managed to life a produc¬ 
tive and fulfilling life, attending and also 
speaking at local AIDS conferences. He 


was a founding member of Dignity. 

Those who remember him at the 
Ambassador Hotel (and later in the 
Mission) will recall the huge number of 
teddy bears he collected. These were 
memorials of AIDS victims, many of 
whom he knew and cared for. An invet¬ 
erate animal lover, he kept four cats (his 
babies) in his small quarters. He was 
first and foremost a survivor and in¬ 
spired others to be as well. He will be 
sorely missed. 

A memorial will be given by some of 
Granny’s friends at Network Ministries, 
366 Eddy Street, at 6:30 p.m. on Mon¬ 
day, May 17, 1999. 

Steven P. Coorey 

October 5,1957 — March 26,1999 


San Francisco 
was Steven’s home 
from 1985 through 
1994. He reluctant¬ 
ly left San Francisco 
to return to his 
home and family in 
Australia. Steven 
enjoyed a career in 
hairstyling, pre¬ 
dominately in the 
Castro and West Portal areas. He loved 
art, gardening and friends. Steven - we 
remember your smile and wonderful 
heart. We are missing you!! 

Frank Pomanto 

1930 — 1999 


Former Bay 
Area resident and 
businessman Frank 
Pomanto died of 
cancer in Las Vegas 
on February 23. 

In an age of 
hype and instant 
“classic” sporting 
events, our friend 
had a low-key, 
down-to-earth manner — truly a 
“man’s man” in every sense of the term. 

Frank Carroll Pomanto was born 
June 5,1930 in Downingtown, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. After high school graduation, he 
enlisted and served with distinction in 
the U.S. Army. 

After the service and some years in 
Philadelphia, Frank transferred west to 
the Bay Area where he lived first in San 
Francisco and later in Hayward. He was 
a long-time management employee of 
Beneficial Finance. 

Twenty years ago, Frank moved to 
Las Vegas to pursue new opportunities 
in that rapidly growing area. He found¬ 
ed and was president of the Sierra Neva¬ 
da Mortgage Company, Las Vegas. 

Sports were a major life-long inter¬ 
est for him. Frank was a loyal follower 
of the San Francisco Forty Niners and 
the Penn State Nittany Lions. 

Roman Catholic funeral services 
and Veterans Cemetery burial took 
place in Las Vegas in late February. 

Frank is survived by his brothers David 
of Chester Springs, Pennsylvania and 
Orlando of Las Vegas, and also by his 
sisters Rose Bruno and Agnes DiEuiis of 
Downingtown, Pennsylvania. 

Among many surviving friends 
throughout the west are Dick Markus 
and Jim Dewey of San Francisco and 
Jon Post of Astoria, Oregon. 

The family requests memorial dona¬ 
tions be made to the American Cancer 
Society. 








Pacific Interment Service 

Mortuary & Crematory 

Chosen by Jessica Mitford, author of "The American Way of Death ”, 
for her own cremation. Save on Direct Cremation & Burial 
1-800-442-1810 • www.interment.com 

San Francisco, ro-1454 A Emeryville, FD-1506 
2100 Folsom St. (415)431-9910 T 1094 Yerba Buena (510) 450-0187 


St. Agnes Church ^ 

(Jesuit Fathers) 

1025 Masonic Ave. 487-8560 
Parking off Oak St. 

Masses: Sat. 4:00pm, Sun. 8.-30, 10:00am ♦ 6:00pm 
Welcome to our diverse and Inclusive Community of Faith. i 


Electrolysis 

(Permanent Hair Removal) 
For the Discerning Male 

Safe ■ Comfortable ■ Effective 

Feel confident that your body and personal 
areas are clear, clean and smooth. 

Randall Stephens, R.E. 

By appointment only 

tel. (415) 282-1997 www.electrology.com 


California State Licensed Registered Electrologist • 18 Years Experience 
Instructor of Electrologv (Calif, state licensed) Certified in Advanced Body Technique 

Located in the heart of the Castro 


Immediate Cash 

for people who are living with a 

Terminal Illness 

As a no-fee advisory service, we will assist you in 
selling your life insurance policy by: 

T Simplifying this complex process 

V Requiring only one application 

V Selecting from the most qualified viatical settlement 
funding companies 

V Negotiating the best offer on your behalf 
▼ Maintaining your confidentiality 

T Never charging a service fee to you 
Please call for our complimentary brochure: 

1 - 800 - 435-8891 

www.benefitadvocates.com 


milEil-ASMCAlls^LZ 

A Viatical Settlement Advisory Service 

599 Higuera Street • Suite H • San Luts Obispo, California ♦ 93401 
Member VAA-Vlatical Association of America 
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ACT UP 

A previous page 

cohol can impair judgment and 
long term thinking. 

Two groups 

According to Ahern, “A num¬ 
ber of new features are tested in 
this innovative counseling pro¬ 
gram: it is individually tailored to 
the needs of the participant; the 
participant gets one-on-one 
counseling with a seasoned coun¬ 
selor; the participant and coun¬ 
selor examine about how certain 
places and events (Folsom Street 
Fair, late Friday night at your fa¬ 
vorite hang out, certain compa¬ 
ny), certain moods (lonely, de¬ 
pressed, or celebratory) and cer¬ 
tain partners (dream man, Daddy, 
super-hot guy) can converge to 
influence what one does sexually. 
Even people who considered 
themselves to be low-risk entering 
the study valued talking about 
these dimensions of their lives. 


“This intervention does not 
impose a rigid definition of safe 
sex. We know that does not work. 
Rather the participant defines his 
own level of sexual risk and it can 
vary from situation to situation, 
partner to partner.” 

On the other side, the volun¬ 
teers randomized to the control 
group will get testing and coun¬ 
seling every six months, which, in 
itself, many participants find use¬ 
ful for maintaining safe practices. 
Pilot participants in both arms of 
the study unanimously endorsed 
the counseling as useful and their 
counselors, who are carefully 
trained and supervised, as helpful 
and concerned. 

At the end of the study, after 
three years of follow up, the re¬ 
search team should be able to say 
if and how much this intensive 
counseling really helped. And that 
may set a new standard for HIV 
prevention, one that works better 
than what we’ve got. If not, we 
won’t waste our resources and we’ll 
look elsewhere for improvements. 


Both interventions are offered in 
English or Spanish at all sites. 

Ahern believes “this study is 
crucially important since: 1) Ex¬ 
plore could provide a potent case 
for funding of more and en¬ 
hanced prevention counseling not 
just here where we are lucky to 
have many good programs, but as 
a national standard, for gay men 
and others; 2) it tests the individ¬ 
ual as opposed to group sessions, 
and therefore is more tailored and 
confidential; and 3) it’s big, high- 
profile, and well-funded enough 
to have the number of people re¬ 
quired to use HIV seroconversion 
as its primary endpoint. 

“Research like this cannot 
occur without the generous par¬ 
ticipation of people who share 
their time and life experience with 
us. We believe both sides benefit 
in this interaction. An effective 
vaccine is some years off, so it is 
critical now to study new meth¬ 
ods of prevention counseling. 

“Please give us a call, and tell 
your friends about it.” ▼ 
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Mark Denzin, L.A.c. 

State Licensed Acupuncturist Since 1983 
•Allergy Elimination Program 
•Work,Auto & Sports Injuries 
•Neuropathy,Immune Rebuilding 
•Pain.Stress, & Addiction Control 

415 * 252*9040 

Combining Chinese Medicine with Western Diagnostics 


NEW PROTEASE 

INHIBITOR STUDY 

(ABT-378/ RITONAVIR] 

AT SF VA MEDICAL 
CENTER/UCSF 

for patients with HIV Infection 

This study is a double blind study of 
ABT-378/Ritonavir versus Nelfinavir (Viracept) 
in HIV-infected patients in combination with 
d4T (stavudine, Zerit) and 3TC (lamivudine, 
Epivir). Patients must have less than 14 days 
of antiretroviral therapy and no prior treatment 
with d4T or 3TC. For further information, please 
contact Sandy Charles (415) 221 -4810 x3763. 



Whoosh! San Francisco's ride for life 

Ron Wilmot Bike Ride 
for Project Inform May 8 


by Mark Norby 


T he clicking sounds of shift¬ 
ing gears will echo through 
the valleys of trees in Gold¬ 
en Gate Park as the Ron Wilmot 
Bike Ride rolls forward Saturday, 
May 8 at 9 a.m., starting at Pea¬ 
cock Meadow. The ride is the fifth 
annual tour in honor of Wilmot, 
an HIV/AIDS activist and avid cy¬ 
clist who died of AIDS complica¬ 
tions in 1997. It was Wilmot’s 
wish for family and friends that 
they continue riding and organiz¬ 
ing support for Project Inform 
(PI) in the fight against AIDS. 

The popularity of the ride 
stems from its local Bay Area focus; 
it’s a ride within the community, 
for the community, and for partic¬ 
ipants of all ages and bike-riding 
abilities. Wilmot conceived the 
idea in 1995, and since then it has 
raised more than $200,000. Last 
year alone the ride raised over 
$60,000, the highest figure yet, and 
99 percent of the money raised di¬ 
rectly supported Pi’s services. This 
year organizers hope to coast by 
that figure and reach six digits, 
which would make the event one 
of the most profitable AIDS 
fundraisers in the Bay Area. 

A few of the corporate sponsors 
include American Airlines, the 
Gap, the Castro Lions Club, Voo 


Doo Cycles, and Mecca restaurant. 
All riders are urged to gather at 
least $500 in pledges, and ambi¬ 
tious bikers raising higher amounts 
will be honored in three cash-rais¬ 
ing categories including Silver Rid¬ 
ers, who raise $500 to $999; Gold 
Riders, who raise $1,000 to $1,999; 
and Platinum Riders, who raise 
more than $2,000. Special prizes 
will be given to bikers in those three 
categories, and a raffle at Peacock 
Meadow will help generate addi¬ 
tional funds for PI 

PI, established in 1985 as a na¬ 
tional, nonprofit, community- 
based HIV/AIDS treatment infor¬ 
mation and advocacy organiza¬ 
tion, serves people living with 
HIV/AIDS, caregivers, healthcare, 
and service providers through the 
hotline; its publication, PI Per¬ 
spective and other information 
publications; educational town 
hall meetings; online services; and 
research and drug access advocacy 
programs. 

A committed group of hotline 
volunteers staffs Pi’s national 
HIV/AIDS treatment hotline, an¬ 
swering calls, providing HIV 
treatment information, giving 
callers support in developing 
strategies that work for them, and 
helping them determine the best 
way to access treatment. The toll- 


free hotline fields nearly 40,000 
calls a year from all the diverse 
communities affected by the 
AIDS epidemic: men, women, 
youth, transgender, and people of 
color who are HIV-positive; doc¬ 
tors, nurses, service providers, and 
social workers; and family and 
friends of people living with 
HIV/AIDS. Nearly 35 percent of 
the hotline callers are women. All 
services are free. 

Anyone unable to ride in the 
Wilmot Bike Ride, but who is 
willing to be a sponsor, is invited 
to come to Peacock Meadow the 
day of the event with donations, 
and to enjoy complimentary food 
and drink. Or they can bring do¬ 
nations to PI, located at 205 13th 
Street, Suite 2001, where they can 
obtain the latest HIV/AIDS infor¬ 
mation. 

Sponsor pledge forms are also 
available at PI. Pledge donations 
should be brought to the event di¬ 
rectly, with checks made out to 
Project Inform. T 


More information is available 
by calling Julie Doherty at 
(415) 558-8669, ext. 223, or 
register on-line by visiting the 
Ron Wilmot Bike Ride website 
at www.projinf.org. 


UCSF RESEARCHERS 

at San Francisco General Hospital are recruiting 

HIV POSITIVE PEOPLE 

for clinical trials: 


Phase II study of Gilead Science’s oral 
PMPA 


PMPA is a novel anti-HIV drug that was shown to be 
safe and potent in recent clinical studies. PMPA is 
given orally once daily. 

Study Requirements: 

> T-Cells 200 or greater and viral load greater than 10,000 

> 16 outpatient visits 

> 4 overnight inpatient days 

> No antiretrovirals allowed 2 weeks prior to study entry and 
during study. 

Participants are paid $1,250 
for this 8 week study 


For more information call Anna Smith 
at (415) 476-9296 ext. 313 


AIDS Ride 
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get things donated,” including 
“gear parties,” where “people who 
can’t afford to buy stuff ask others 
to donate equipment or money 
for the ride.” 

To begin the participation, appli¬ 
cants must submit a $45 fee, which 
does not go toward fundraising, then 
raise a minimum of $2,500 in 
pledges. “Twenty five hundred dol¬ 
lars is not an easy amount,” he ad¬ 
mits, “but everybody exceeds that.” 

When asked about the financial 
problems of AIDS rides, Hall said, 
“There are two sides to this. You 
can’t control how much money is 
going to be made. I think that for 
other rides, as in Florida, too many 
organizations were supposed to 
get money from the ride. People 
were fighting. It’s less profitable for 
different organizations.” 

Hall believes that for the Califor¬ 
nia Ride, “Sixty percent of donor dol¬ 


lars go back to AIDS.” For the Cali¬ 
fornia AIDS Ride, the net proceeds 
will be shared between the Los Ange¬ 
les Gay & Lesbian Center and the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF). 
Foundation brochures back up these 
claims with charts and figures. 

Even so, the negative publicity 
about some rides has occasionally 
surfaced, when people he ap¬ 
proached for donations had nega¬ 
tive reactions. With time he has 
become better able to handle that. 
“Last year, I took it personally if 
people wouldn’t donate,” he said. 
“I realized I couldn’t do that.” 

He prefers not to “judge people 
who aren’t into it. You don’t know 
why people are choosing not to 
donate. A lot of people feel put 
down. People should have the op¬ 
tion to say no. They should help 
the organizations they believe in. 
The goal of the AIDS Ride is to put 
together a community.” T 


Next week: part three 


FREE BASIC DENTAL SERVICES 
AVAILABLE IN THE CASTRO FOR 
PEOPLE WITH HIV AND AIDS 


(Funded through the City and County of San Francisco under CARE Tide t) 

Persons must qualify and document eligibility to receive 
CARE-Title 1 services (letter of HIV diagnosis, residency in 
San Francisco, and demonstrate financial need). A complete 
list of requirements is available at the office 
during the times listed below. 


Community Dental Care, Inc 

(sharing the dental office of Dr. Blair Keck) 

4128 18th Street (comer of Castro and 18th) 

(415) 861-6640 


Office hours: M-W-F, 8:30 am to noon, and 1:00pm to 5:00pm 

‘Not all dental services are covered. Details of program available from 
office staff during the times listed above. Information not available on 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
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UCSF staffers honored for public service 


by Cynthia Laird 


F our University of California, 
San Francisco (UCSF) fac¬ 
ulty and staff members re¬ 
ceived the Chancellor’s Award for 
Public Service at a special presen¬ 
tation last Tuesday, April 20, in¬ 
cluding two hard-working but 
low-profile longtime activists in 
the Bay Area queer community. 
The awards were presented by 
UCSF Chancellor Dr. J. Michael 
Bishop during the school’s 
Founders Day luncheon in the 
Millberry Union Gymnasium. 

Openly lesbian staff member 
Trinity Ordona and gay man 
Richard Wagner shared the Chan¬ 
cellor’s Award for Public Service 
for a staff member. 



Trinity Ordona 


A manager in the department 
of biopharmaceutical sciences, 
Ordona for 30 years has been a 
community activist battling social 
injustices. Her efforts have in¬ 
volved local, state, and national is¬ 
sues and international concerns. 

Since 1985, Ordona’s focus has 
been organizing in the gay com¬ 
munity, serving on many com¬ 
mittees and boards. She co¬ 


founded the Asian Pacific Lesbian 
Organization, Asian Pacific Is¬ 
lander Lesbian Network, a nation¬ 
al organization, and the Asian 
Lesbian Network, an internation¬ 
al organization. She also co¬ 
founded the Asian and Pacific Is¬ 
lander Parents and Friends of Les¬ 
bians and Gays (API PFLAG). 

“It is a testament to UCSF’s 
commitment to diversity that peo¬ 
ple like me can be openly gay and 
successful personally and profes¬ 
sionally,” Ordona told the Bay Area 
Reporter. “Yet it’s from community 
service work that I’ve performed 
over the last 30 years that made 
those changes possible at UCSF.” 



Richard Wagner 


Wagner, an administrator in the 
department of biochemistry and a 
therapist, established a nonprofit 
volunteer organization named Par¬ 
adigm in June 1994, to help termi¬ 
nally or chronically ill, aging, and 
dying people become psychologi¬ 
cally, emotionally, responsibly, and 
practically prepared for their own 
impending mortality. 

Through workshops, group 
support, and one-on-one mentor¬ 
ing, the participants gain perspec¬ 
tive, understanding, and knowl¬ 
edge about the dying process and 


Dykeotomy 
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told students in Virginia, “There is 
really nothing more important 
than keeping our schools safe.” 
But one has to wonder why he 
overlooked the steps needed to 
make them safe in the first place. 

In schools across the country 
reports of sexual harassment are 
sky high. Racial tensions remain 
an everyday reality. Schools are 
simply not equally safe for all stu¬ 
dents - just ask members of any 
Gay/Straight Alliance - that is, if 
the school allows them to meet. 
The very notion of “keeping” 
schools safe ignores the precise re¬ 
ality that may have pushed the 
disturbed duo to declare war 
upon their classmates and turn 
guns on themselves: high school 
in America demands a narrow 
conformity, and it exacts a high 
emotional tax on any who follow 
their own freaky, weird, outcast 
(and, yes, queer) drumbeat. And 
people who have been taught not 
to value their own lives are likely 
not to value the lives of others. 

When some two-eared people 
actually listened to how the two- 
eyed people characterized them, 
they realized that they were misun¬ 
derstood, not being seen for who 
they were. They realized that the 
number of eyes was not the prob¬ 
lem, but the lack of vision was. 
Two-eyed leaders invited some par¬ 
ticularly clear-sighted Bi-focals into 
their lives to let them witness two¬ 
eared life for themselves. 

That was the beginning of a 
real revolution. People realized 
that they had much to teach one 
another, and individuals experi¬ 
enced radical changes of heart. 
They learned the difference be¬ 
tween qualities and quantity - 
that seeing was possible with a 
single eye and listening could 
prove sharp with but a single ear. 


It was not sensory power that 
mattered, but how one acted in 
accordance with those senses. All 
people learned to celebrate differ¬ 
ences rather than use them to de¬ 
fine superiority or inferiority. 
Everyone agreed that the fewer 
arms, the better, and in was un¬ 
derstood to be inhuman to use 
one’s trigger finger. 

Oh, if only it were that simple! 

Those of us who function in 
adult work environments or social 
circles know how rare and difficult 
a change of heart can be. Many 
playground bullies grow up to be 
corporate bullies. High school 
outcasts remain marginalized in 
adult life. Plenty stand in silent 
witness to cruelty and injustice. 
The cast of characters in the adult 
world seems to mirror the hall¬ 
ways of our high school days. 

No one can fail to see the 
tragedy in Colorado. Who does 
not want to look at this genera¬ 
tion of kids and tell them, what¬ 
ever their pain, violence is not the 
answer? 

But actions do have a voice of 
their own, perhaps louder than 
words. Before I point blame at the 
fictions of Hollywood, I would 
like to weigh in on reality. We, as a 
country, often try to make right 
with might. Our government 
claims to know the good Kosovars 
from the bad Kosovars. We are 
currently unleashing our nation¬ 
al arsenal in the vain hope of set¬ 
tling a complicated and long¬ 
standing conflict. Our military of¬ 
ficials have been carefully stock¬ 
piling arms and planning deadly 
missions. American history re¬ 
veals a tradition of settling differ¬ 
ences with gunfire and explosives. 

And now we discover that our 
children have learned our history 
well, perhaps too well. 

So, what does it mean to grow 
up - whether you are four, four¬ 
teen, forty, or eighty-four - in 
America these days? T 


practical, legal, and financial 
preparations for it. The partici¬ 
pants in this program have 
evolved from predominantly 
HIV-positive men and women, to 
women with cancer, cardiac dis¬ 
ease, and the aged. 

Wagner serves as Paradigm’s 
unpaid executive vice president, 
where his roles include organizer, 
facilitator, fundraiser, volunteer 
recruiter, grant-writer, public re¬ 
lations person, troubleshooter, 
and problem solver. 

Before coming to UCSF over 
two years ago, Wagner was an or¬ 
dained Catholic priest from 1975 to 
1995 when he was thrown out of the 
church. “The reason I had a prob¬ 
lem with the church was I did my 
doctoral dissertation on the sexual 
attitudes and behaviors of Catholic 
priests,” Wagner told the B.A.R. 

Wagner said he’s honored by 
the award and said he’s “humbled 
by the experience and grateful for 
the recognition.” 

Other award recipients includ¬ 
ed Dr. Philip Darney, professor 
and interim chair of obstetrics and 
gynecology at the UCSF-affiliated 
San Francisco General Hospital 
Medical Center; and Eva M. 
McGhee, a postdoctoral fellow in 
pediatrics and medical genetics. ▼ 


For more information on 
Paradigm, write P.0. Box 
14061, San Francisco, CA 
94114 or call (415) 522-9192. 


SPEED 

PROBLEM? 

Get Help. Free. 


Haight Ashbury Free Clinics, Inc. 
Pharmacologic Research Unit. 

( 415 ) 487-3678 


V/Rx 


Research with Compassion 



FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
TREATMENT 

The Habit Abatement Clinic of UCSF is 
offering a research treatment program evaluating 
counseling combined with medication treatment. 

For more information call: 

(415) 476-7453 


University of California 
San Francisco 


Or contact our website at www.ucsf.edu/nosmoke/ 


UQ3F 



tmm 


Foot Pain 
Warts 

Ingrown/Fungal Nails 
Callousus 
HIV-Related 
Foot Conditions 


Dr. Jon D. Tinkle 

Diplomate-American Board of Podiatirc Surgery 


Davies Medical Professional Bldg., 45 Castro St., Suite 315 
San Francisco, California 94114 • Phone: 415 - 565-1 

email: jdt@footdoctor.com • website:http://www.footdoctor.com 



For more information call: 

(415) 353-5623 


Is it time to add a new 
experimental treatment 
to your current HIV therapy? 

You must be HIV-positive with a T-cell count no more 
than 50 and on stable or no antiretroviral therapy. 

You will be randomized to receive WF10 or placebo 
administered intravenously. Study lasts 48-96 weeks. 

$25-50 per visit reimbursement. 


Women and Minorities encouraged to participate. 

Check out our Website: www.virx.com 

ViRx, Inc., 1375 Sutter St., Suite 407, San Francisco, CA 94109 
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Classifieds 


REALESIATE 




HEALDSBURG COUNTRY 
CHARMER 

Walk to Russian River from this 2BD 
1BA home w/hardwood floors & 
oplen floor plan. Decks, ample park¬ 
ing. Perfect hideaway or year round 
livng.$219,000. 

HEALDSBURG REALTY 
707-433-6951 


ROOMMATES 


GAY 

ROOMMATES NOW! 


Now You Can Screen 
Roommates in Advance! 

Hear roommates in their own voices! 
Matched to YOUR criteria by phone! 


RENTALS 



RENTALS 

Clean, quiet furnished rooms with 
shared kitchen, excellent references 
required. 255-0520. 

1-2 bedroom apt very clean in 
secure gay building. W/w carpet, 
dishwasher, cable. Soma near Mkt. 
& Valencia n/s,n/d please $1400. 
1st + deposit Iv mes @ 863-3630 


2600 fab 2br/2ba nr. USF, h/w, pkg, 
Amsi (415) 447-2051. 



SUBLET 

May sublet sunny SF stud w/vu, safe 
bldg, central loc, cable, washr/dryr, 
$250/week. 252-0108 


WTO 

GM seeks short (2-3 mo) long term 
SF home (reloc fr NYC). Clean, quiet 
finan stable. Call Coll 212-222-7081 
EM: Scooterh@concentric.net. Apt 
Trade possible 



It's Confidential.Your profile is heard only 
by those who match YOUR criteria! 

24-hr. Recorded Info: (415) 626-7056 


List Your Vacancy FREE! 


Bed+Breakfast living year round 
Rare opportunity in private home 
on Peralta Creek between Hwy 580 
+ Fruitvale BART in Oakland. Re¬ 
tired caterer offering 3 private fur¬ 
nished rooms share bath w/one other. 
$645/mo. inc wonderfully prepared 
meals, laundry,service+cable. Quiet 
safe street w/great neighbors. Smok¬ 
ing OK. Mature men preferred. Ref¬ 
erences required. Call Bill at 510- 
535-1836 


Responsible person to rent room- 
Newark/Fremont home. $400+ 
shared utilities. First&last.Prefer 
non smoker, no drugs, no pets. Call 
Maria (510) 793-4957 


Palo Alto GWM seeks roommate/JO 
buddy to share 2Bdr furn apt $400 
incl util. Close to 101, gay bi or male 
straight. 650-323-9694 


POTRERO HILL $600 

2 bdr flat to share w/gay man. 

W/D No smok 552-1135 * Robert m 

GWM SEEKS RMMATE IN MARIN 
Or studio/1 brm. I'll move in with 
you or let's find a place. Race/gender 
unimpt. 415-455-5368 


SAN LEANDRO 

GM seek same to rent room in 
house $450+ dep. walk to Bart. 
(510) 481-9982 


SHARE VIEW HOME 

Parking/fp/lau/dw/hw floor/safe 
quiet 11x14 br no cat/drug/smok 
$475+U&dep.Oakland 510-882-6657 

ROOMMATE WANTED HOUSE 

To share in Noe Vly warm, sunny 
loc lots amenities, large room, yrd 
I/p, w/d, call 650-207-0318 $1200 
Neg for right person avail June 1. 


San Mateo roommate wanted to 
share 3bdrm 2ba twnhse w/2GM + 

2 cats $550/mo+ utils- frplc+ 
prkng+yard/balcony- avail 6/1 
Rich 650-218-7230- leave msg 

_ J E17 

GM has 2br/2 story home to share 
in Bernal Heights, with same. Rent 
$770+utilities. Credit references a 
must. Call Patrick @ 285-0861 f ig 


VACATION RENTALS 



Perfect Getaway *♦* h 

* at the Russian River ** * } 

} % 

A charming, 2 bedroom cabin in a very private, 2’ri acre j+.jj 
wooded setting on Austin Creek...twenty minutes from 
Guerneville, ten minutes from Jenner. Features 
include large sundecks, hot tub, unique outdoor 
"tree-house" shower, woodbumingstove, tyA'Cr, cd rR'jpWW 
player, <Sr a fully equipped kitchen. Pets allowed. 

S275 for a three-night weekend 

S550 for a full wceK 

Call Peter Greene for more details: 415-552-3312 * 


1 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
OCEAN WALK CUEST HOUSE 

T it Ewoft % tU 

Primarily Gay & Lesbian. 40 unit complex of former 
Spanish style homes in a beautiful courtyard setting 
directly on the beach, walking distance to all the action. 
Pool roof-top sun deck, patio bar & grill. Discover for 
yourself why Latins are the worlds hottest lovers. 

Call for free gay package of information. 

Special low summer rates to Dec. 15. 1 -800-468-0615 




SPer/i/ •cWa/A- 


'./to/rur/H C er////i/f/ 

rctAootn/ji'/ 


natural waterfall 
creek / gardens 
private cabins 
Fireplace 
Pets 

spa / nudity 
632-6108 


Mexico’s 

premier resort! 



A/c, Bar 

Las Palrfjas Ca,E ’ 

Brochure- Tel: 0H-52-74-S7-0S-43 

www.acapulco-laspalmas.com 

bobbyjoe@acapulco-laspaImas.com 



f Dolores Place 

25th/Dolores 
Private Entrance 
415 824-8728 
www.doloresplace.com 


FRANCE 

Remodeled stone house in the Rhone 
Valley, France. 3+ bd 1 ba $650/week. 
Call Annick (510) 655-6544 


RUSSIAN RIVER CABIN 

1 Mi. W of Guerneville. $150/week- 
ends * Mark 415-567-3482 


PALM SPRINGS GETAWAY 

Plush condo 1 Mstr Br 2 Ba Excel 
Loc Walk to town Pool Ldr pvt.Quiet 
925-937-3309 PM 


TIM & TONY'S TREEHOUSE 
Russian River Ridge Top Cottage 
views hot tub sauna 888-887-9531 

RUSSIAN RIVER HIDEAWAY 

Eagle's Peak Overlooking 
The Russian River Valley 
707-887-9218*WWW.LAC0UNT.C0M 


Rus.River close to Gville, quiet 
private 2BR&FP+spa 415-626-7604 

LAKE FRONT TAHOE 

Magical rustic multicolor stone 
house. Slate roof panoramic view. 

5 bedroom 3 bath $2500/wk 
775-972-4348 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATMENT FILE NO. 229216 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Kennedy's Irish Pub Curry House. 

1040 Columbus Avenue San Francisco, 
Ca. 94133. This business is conducted by 
an individual, signed Brahma B. Swami. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of the City and County of San 
Francisco,CA on 02/22/99. 

APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230418 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Tri Star Transport. 10 Carolina Street, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed 
Joseph L. Weatherman. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 03/31/99. The statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco,CA on 04/01/99. 
APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230224 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Arts 'N Graphs. 401 Parker Avenue 
#3, San Francisco, Ca. 94118. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Luis E. Gutierrez. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on N/A. The statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco,CA on 03/26/99. 
APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230346 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, San Francisco Bayside Travelodge. 
2011 Bayshore Blvd., San Francisco, Ca. 
94134. This business is conducted by an 
corporation, signed Norman F. Eichel- 
mann. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco,CA on 03/31/99. 

APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 
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JOBS OFFERED 



VOLUNTEERS 

You: Warm, energetic human being. 
Otherly directed and organizationally 
inclined. Finance and Development 
skills appreciated. Race, age, gener, 
unimportant. Me: young(ish), non¬ 
profit. Slightly funky. Financially 
sound. Cares for PWA'S, seeking 
long term relationship with new 
board members. Maitri ("My Tree"): 
415/896-5836 


HIV/AIDS PAIN? 

The UCSF Pain Clinical Research 
Center is seeking volunteers to 
participate in a drug study for 
the treatment of HIV/AIDS related 
pain. Visits & medication are 
free and participants will be pd. 
up to $225. Call 415-885-7899 



PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER 
Beginners, intermediate levels. Gym- 
shy? No problem@ I can help you 
achieve your goals. Be fit for sum¬ 
mer. Call 510-525-7351 


Gay candidate for Mayor Jim 
Reid needs people to build a 
grass roots campaign. Issues: 
Muni,housing, homelessness and 
litter. Call Jim @ 826-6106 


HAIRDRESSERS, 

MANICURISTS 

New salon stations available for rent 
or hire. 415-522-5355 


SALES OPERATIONS MGR. 

Full time-salary+comm Creative 
fun, rewarding job in events industry 
Balloonatics 408.866-8206 


Man2Man Marin Program Coordina¬ 
tor, an HIV Prevention/Gay Commu¬ 
nity Building Effort. Full-time. Good 
verbal, written, computer and inter¬ 
personal skills. Knowledge of HIV/ 
AIDS. Flexible hours-evenings/week- 
ends. $28K. Good benefits. Fax re¬ 
sume (415) 457-5687, Attn: Philo 

[El 7 

CUSTOMER SVC SALES REPS 
Local tour operator seeks PT & FT 
agents in our telesales ctr. Seasonal 
thru Labor Day only. Must be reli¬ 
able, svc oriented experienced 
w/heavy phones. $8 per hour. Fax re¬ 
sume: 415-433-5402 or mail to BGF 
Telesails, 2351 Powell, Ste. 510, SF 


LEGAL NOTICES 


nibbi 

REQUESTING SUB BIDS 
FROM CERTIFIED M/WBE/LGBT 
SUBCONTRACTORS ft SUPPLIERS 

LGBT COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

Trades: Piles/Structural 
Steel/HVAC/Plumbing/Fire Pro¬ 
tection/Electrical 

San Francisco, CA 
Bid Date:5/03/99 at 2:00pm 

NIBBI-DFPF, IV 

1433 17th St. 

San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 863-1820 
FAX (415) 863-7488 
AEOE 


STATMENT FILE N0.229995 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, E- Central. 2358 Market Street San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed David 
M. Bach. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco,CA on 03/19/99. 

APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 229932 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Ashbury Images. 1625 Bush Street 
Suite #1 San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business is conducted by an corporation, 
signed Randy Newcomb. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 10/10/95. The statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco,CA on 03/17/99. 
APR. 8,15,22,29 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230255 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Costello's Tree Service. 450 Taraval 
St. Suite 292 San Francisco, Ca. 94116 
This business is conducted by an individ¬ 
ual, signed Sean McLaird. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on N/A. The statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the 
City and County of San Francisco,CA on 
03/29/99. 

APR.15,22,29, MAY 6,1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230173 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Cinta Salon. 23 Grant Avenue, 2nd 
Floor, San Francisco, Ca. 94108. This 
business is conducted by an husband and 
wife signed Jacinta Gibbons & Gerard 
Gibbons. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
2/24/99. The statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of 
San Francisco,CA on 03/25/99. 

APR,22,29, MAY 6,13 1999. 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230584 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Robb Group. 2986 Washington Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This business 
is conducted by an individual, signed Ju¬ 
dith E. Robb. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 05/1995. The statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco,CA on 04/07/99. 
APR.22,29, MAY 6,13 1999. 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230716 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Newspring California Company. 1730 
A 3rd Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94107. 
This business is conducted by an individ¬ 
ual, signed Yat-Long Cheung. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on N/A. The statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of the 


BACH Personnel 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE!! 

Project Manager (software)S 70K++ 
Data Base Developer $ 60K-H- 
Help Desk/Tech Supp. $ 40-65K 
Bookkeeper/Office Man. $ 35-40K 
Receptionist (Graphics) $ 23K 
Banking Operations (atm) $ 29-33K 
Sales (Queer Publication) $ 40K+ 
Quality Assurance Coord. $ 60K++ 
Technical Editor $ 50K+ 

Sales Agent (Newspaper) $ 35K 

Want A New Job? 
We’re Here For You ! 
(415) 626-4663 

FAX 626-6159 

2350 Market St @ Castro 


SHOWROOM SALES 

Ceramic tile showroom seeks person¬ 
able, organized, creative team player 
to work our public and pro. Sat a 
must. Sal+full benies. Fax resume to 
252-1898 


Hot Men for Erotic Videos 
Hiring now, all types. Top rate, 
11am to 3pm/eve. 415-566-0122 
Chris Grapik Art. 


LE SALON 

ADULT VIDEO + RETAIL 

Seeking FT-PT employees at our 
Polk St and Castro locations. Please 
have flexible schedule and at least 
one year retail exp. Apply in person 
at 1118 Polk St. or fax resume to 
415-775-3157 


TWO-WEEK JOB 

I need a smart, well-spoken, pre¬ 
sentable young person for a two-week 
project in May. You must be a self 
starter, resourceful, have good writ¬ 
ing and people skills. The project in¬ 
volves your performing all of the pa¬ 
perwork, phone calls, errands and 
other activities required to start up 
a small consulting business. Ideal for 
a recent college graduate or gradu¬ 
ate student who needs cash. Serious 
and qualified only, please. Call (415) 
642-9111 or email ditahoe@gateway.net 


City and County of San Francisco,CA on 
04/13/99. 

APR.22,29, MAY 6,13 1999. 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230522 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, eAnimal3.com. 3429 Sacramento 
Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94118. This 
business is conducted by a general part¬ 
nership, signed Theresa Dollard & Laurie 
Martin. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco,CA on 04/06/99. 

APR.22,29, MAY 6,13 1999. 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO: FILE NO: 302826 

In the Matter of the Application of Jen¬ 
nifer Rebecca Evelyn Morin. For Change 
of Name. The application of Jennifer Re¬ 
becca Evelyn Morin, for change of name, 
having been filed in court, and it appear¬ 
ing from said application that Jennifer 
Rebecca Evelyn Morin has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that her name be 
changed to Percy Wise. Now therefore, it 
is hereby ordered and directed, that all 
persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in department X- 
4/206 on the 25th day of May, 1999, at 
9:00 o'clock am., of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name should 
not be granted. 

APR. 22,29, MAY 6,13 1999 


STATMENT FILE NO. 230875 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as, Fine Faggott Foods of San Francis- 
co.847 Hayes Street San Francisco, Ca. 
94117. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Robert C. Wortman. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 6/1/99. The 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco,CA on 04/19/99. 

APR. 29, MAY 6,13,20 1999 


A FEW GOOD MEN’ 

Wc arc looking lor the best people to help pul on the 
best sex parties in town. Part time, front desk & coat 
check. Good communication skills, enthusiasm & 
the abiltity to work well within a team required. 

Come by and pick up an application or drop olT your 
resume alter 10pm on Thurs-Sal, or alter 8pm on 
Sundays. Health benefits avail. Fun! 0 |jOW 

933 Harrison St. near 5th BUDDIES 


Campaign Manager needed for the 
Jim Reid for Mayor Committee. 
Fundraising & volunteer 
coordination skills needed 
Call Jim Reid at 826-6106 


SF Antique & Design Mall 
Person to repair furniture & do lamp 
wiring 415 695-9864 


ROB’S CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Now hiring part time cleaners. 
Good pay, experience a plus. 
Must have valid driver's license. 
Average of 20 hrs. a week. 

Send resume to: 

584 Castro St. Ste. 395 
S.F., Ca. 94114 or call 
415-861-1034 


ADVERTISING CREATIVE DIR 
Looking for Gay/Lesbian sketch 
& computer artists for contract 
work. Send samples (no origs or 
slides) resume, fee info attn: 
Gabriel Marcelas Creative Dir 
MAD BABY ADVERTISING 
2301 Harrison St. Ste. 201 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110 
All samples will be retained. 


HOLLYWOOD NORTH-MALE 

Auditions Sun & Tue 2-4pm dancers 
barteners security 415 861-4202 
Boy club-Bahia 1600 Market St. 

CAPENTERS WANTED-MIDLEVEL 
Basic tools & reliable trans 
Call 510 237-0900 


COUNSELING 



Positive Men 
Together 

HIV+ Gay Men's Psychotherapy Group 


JULL-JOHNSON, PHD 


Clinical Health Psychology 
PSY14765 

415.296.8756 


RON FOX, ph.d., mfcc 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency * • Stress 

• ACA/dysfunctional family issues 

AFFORDABLE THERAPY 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 

SAN FRANCISCO 751-6714 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 



Individuals & Couples 

• Improve Self-Esteem • 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships • 
• Master Self-Defeating Patterns • 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression • 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief • 

• Become More Fully Alive • 

GAY MEN’S 
THERAPY GROUPS 

In-depth, on-going, interactive & directed. 
San Francisco, Monday or Wednesday Eve. 

(415) 431-3220 

Over 23 Years Serving the Bay Area 


Client-Centered 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

• Male Sexual Trauma (Group & Individual) 

• Anxiety/Stress • Sexuality/Gender Identity 

• Dream Work • Depression • Spiritual Issues 

• Individuals, Groups, Couples, Families 

Safe & Confidential 
Affordable Sliding Scale Fees 

Gadi Zohar, MA 

MFCC Intern 34710 

415/522-2331 s.f. 

Leave a confidential message 24 hours/day 


www.wholehuman.com 
or call and ask for a free brochure 


ISupervisonMarkRobineM^FCC^U^SSasiJ 



MARCIA IRIS BAUM,LCSW 

18 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

• ANGER MANAGEMENT 

• PERSONAL GROWTH 

• BREAKUPS & LOSS 

• INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 
• TG/TS ISSUES 
SF 824.0580 


Ken Martin, mfcc 

(415) 487-6630 

Psychotherapy for the Heart - Mind 
Family of Origin/Relationships 
Trauma and Anxiety/Work 
Substance Abuse/HIV Issues 

Lie# MFC 35253 


MIXED MEN'S GROUP 

Wed. openings now 
6 month commitment 
$J5 per session 

Ron Rohlfes MFCC 
Lie * MFC 34396 
415-487-6673 




























































































































BROOKLINE ARIES 

ELECTRIC 

Prompt Presponse 27 years of $.F. References 
Bonded License #273651 Fully Insured. 


OBC CONSTRUCTION 


FOUNDATION WORK: 

RETAINING WALLS 
DRYROT 

TERMITE REPAIRS 
CONCRETE FOOTING AND PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION BOLTS 
SHEAR WALLS 
POST/BEAM HARDWARE 
AND OTHER SEISMIC WORK 



CALIFORNIA LICENSE •S257S3 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


OHLITIf ROOFIHB SIIEE19811 



Wrongful Termination 
Discrimination 
Personal Injury 
Wills and Trusts 

email: Bestlaw1@aol.com 


★ Stop Lawsuits and Foreclosures 

★ Free Initial Consultation 

★ Legal Fees from $195 
Payments Arranged 

★ 10 Years Experience 

Stop Creditor Harrassment! 

863-1417 

Scott V. Smith, Attorney 

Convenient Castro-Mariret Location 



Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

Insured PL & PD 
State Lie# 569521 
John Bailey 
Owner. Operator 


FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


S CARPENTRY! 

ALL PHASES • DRYROT 

(415) 621-1379 

Wren 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
Request For Proposal 

San Francisco Community College District is 
accepting proposals for Food Service out of 
City College Press Box (approx. 180 square 
feet) located at 50 Phelan Ave., San Francis¬ 
co. An open house to view the space will be 
held on Friday, May 7, 1999 at 3:30 p.m. and 
bids are due no later than Friday, May 14, 
1999 at 12:00 noon. 

To sign up for the open house and to receive 
a proposal packet, please contact Stephen J. 
Herman, Director of Administrative Services 
or Yolanda Panem at (415) 241-2327. 


Bankruptcy 
Chapter 13 
Chapter 11 


Financial 

Problems? 

Free Initial Consultation 
Over 25 Years 
Experiences 
Over 3000 Cases filed 

864-0449 

Walter R. Nelson 
Law Office 


NEED A HOUSE DOCTOR? 


ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING CAR¬ 
PENTRY/REMODELING • TILE 
Phillip James 
374-8983 

Lie# 317425 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ Custom Cabinetry 

♦ Tilework 

♦ Remodeling 

415 - 641-4141 


DELTA PAINTING 

“For A Job Done Right ” 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 307-4351 


CAS PAINTING CO. 

Quality Interior & Exterior 
VACANCIES OUR SPECIALTY 
•FREE ESTIMATES• 

863-9167 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL WEST 
REALITY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialwestcounty.com 

LOOKING FOR THE B.A.R. 
ON THE WEB... 

http://www.ebar.com 
http://www.gay.net/bar 

WWW.RENnECH.COM 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


()tS ()>NTIU!CTIOiV (> 

- Kitchen & Bath Specialists - 
- Foundation Bolting, Capping & Raises - 
- General Carpentry - 
- Lie.# 708239 - 

Phone 863-9167 


Try-Us Painting 



Interior & Exterior 
Free Estimates 

415) 824-1132 


SI HANDYMAN 


Home Maintenance 
Repair Service 

SFHANDYMAN@AOL.COM 

415 - 902-0744 

CAS HARDWOOD CO. 

Hardwood Floors Beautifully 
Sanded, Stained, Finished 
Quality Work • Free Estimate 

863-9167 


Quality Carpentry 

Decks, Stairs 

Concrete & Fencing Works 
Kitchen & Bath Remodel 
Painting & Tile 

Free Estimate 759-1315 



ARCHITECT SPECIALIZING IN 
CITY REHABS AND ADDITIONS 
MIKE HAGER (415) 285-7409 

Drywall Tape/Plaster/Smooth/Tex¬ 
ture paint.Obsessive quality. Difficult 
jobs.$22Hr. 20 yrs 995-4782 


Tile Works 

Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Entry Ways 
Fireplace • Patio 
Tile* Marble* Slate 
Office (415) 759-1315 
Pager (415) 978-6510 


BayAreaReporter 
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hauling 

Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


JOE’S MOVING I 


House, Apt, Office, Pianos, 
Hoists, Packing, 
Load/Unload, Rentals 


I 415-816-4592 * 7 DAYS j 


HARDY'S 

HAULING 

Big trucks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 

415 - 282-2733 


EZ RELOCATION 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • pgr41 5-597-1889 


2Men Lg clean truck cheap 24hrs 
Free est. -Louis 902-3229 

_ E22 

RELIABLE RELOCATIONS 

Careful,Exp,Friendly,Enel. Trucks 
Reas.Rates,Sm or Lg.Jobs621-5164 

_ E20 

Basement,garage,storage etc sofas 
appliances trash demo Lou225-4637 

H aul i ng,etc*441-1054* Large truck! 
Remove carpet,appliances, sofas... E g 

Van Man Haul Yard Wk 15 hr 5059085 

_E1S 

STRONG MAN & TRUCK 

$20Hr. *800-332-8802 
Pgr: 415-804-4306 

We offer you careful, friendly moving 
service at affordable rates. Large en¬ 
closed truck. No extra chgs. Reliable 
Relocations (415) 621-5164 

_ ' _E21 

Discount haul yard gardens 665-3243 

NOB HAUL 415-334-8104 

Or 902-4745******Quality Work! 






i - 



DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 


LIC. MOVERS 



Moving & 
Storage 

P.W.A. Discount 

415 - 567-6146 

510 - 832-1836 


VISA • Mastercarrd 

-Cal P.U.T.C. 177142- 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED FOR OVER TWO DECADES 


[pa 


FREE ESTIMATES 


PACKING* MOVING* STORAGE 


( 415 ) 821-4755 


PHY 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 

Gift Certificates Available 

http://www.steven-underhill.com 


reaReporter 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here ▼ 


Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


SERVICES 


WALLACE 

PLUMBING 


'Flushed With Pride" 


Plumbing Contractor David M. Wallace 
All work done by myself ▼ 14yrsofexp. 
Quality Service ▼ Always Guaranteed 

Call Dave987“90i70 
Lie #703293 


CLEAN UVING 

Young Brazilian Man 
Hard Working 
Reliable References 
General House Cleaning 
Try A You Won’t Be Sorry 

Al (415)567-6213 
S.F. Area Only 


CINDERELLA'S 

HOUSEKEEPING 

•a referral agency* 

Have your home serviced 
by a caring, responsible, reliable, 
professional. 

Rest assured, there's a well estab¬ 
lished agency standing right behind 
them. 

...call us for more information... 

Gay owned and operated since 1984 

415 - 864-8900 

www.cinderrllasagnicy.com 


Astrological 
Services, \ l 

Explore the ^Evolutionary fn- 
\entPf YdUrSoul 


Linda Amburj. 
642-1089 \ 

Lintlaam4@aol.coni 


/ \ 


Sp 61 IQ) £= lil 


Professional Home Office & Apt. 
Cleaning. References. 14yrs experi¬ 
ence. Roger Miller • 664-0513 ei<j 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine 
Delivered to your doorstep 
For monthly menu, Call: 

JANE • 826-2133 
www.sirius.com/~scottstf/jane.htm| 20 

Phone jacks install/repairs 
Prof, trained pager 245-8355 

Carpentry, Electrical, Painting 
Plumbing jobs, hauling. Lie. call 

WREN*621-1379 

_E28 

Nude housecieaning, reliable young 
man 7 days travel 505-8256 

___E17 

Carpet removal padding naiistrips 
baseboards etc. molds Lou 225-4637 

_E32 

Housecleaning by Asian 
Refs; Frank 415-587-0726 

HOUSE CLEANING 

Excellent affordable service 
Refs. Call John * 285-1115 


Restore It 

Refinishing Company 


Antiques & Newer Furniture 
Pianos 

Recycle Your Old Furniture 
To Look New! 

415 - 550-6764 


GARDENING &IANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling ‘Tree Care 

Ph:(4l5)552-8274 Pgr: (415)597-1889 


•SUNNy S |D E ‘ 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 


COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING D 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO¬ 
MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER 


PLEASE CALL JIM LINK. MLA4JC 

#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliablity 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALITS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE UC. #430557 


HOUSECLEANING BY MARCOS A. 


Reasonable • Thorough 
‘Reliable* 
bpr. 415-449-5760 

SF Only«wkday eves, only Sat & Sun 
Semi nude optional 




Rocky Crawford 

Contractor Lie. #554283. 
Insured 


“The One To Pick” 

4IS/62I-OHS 

COMPUTER DISPATCH 
SERVING SAN FRANCISCO SINCE 1986 
Business • Residential • Auto 
Lock Repairs • Installations 
Rekeying • Master Key Systems* 
Mailbox Remodels 


QUALITY 
CONSTRUCTION 
DAVE 902-4380 

_E17 

Attractive redhead to clean your apt 
in the nude $15/hr. SF Only. 

(415) 431-7420 

Quality house cleaner kitchen and 
bath, polish, wash and iron call Jose 
415 206-1844 

HOUSE CLEANING 

Vac. mop, dust,paint & more. Laun¬ 
dry (extra) low price, fast good job 

305-6520 


Live-in Chef expertly prepares all 
diets. Exc. Pac. Hts/Marin. Refs. 
Surprisingly Affordable. 474-4376 £i 

HOUSECLEANER 

Experience & great references 
Call Faria 415-642-0562 

Handsome muscular Italian works 
for you monthly, every other week 
vacancies. David 487-1959 

FENGSHUI 

Reputable, affordable, flexible 
hours, many options 415-255-8344. ifj 

Housecleaner 

Reliable w/refs. 415-440-7851 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD 


Stops Here ▼ 


BOLD Stops Here ▼ CAPS Stop Here ▼ Regular Stops Here ▼ 


I I II 


I I I 


I I I 


I I I 


LU. 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


State Zip 


Number of Issues Classification 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 










































































































































































































VIEWER DISCRETION ADVISED 


THIS AD CONTAINS: 


llVl( Alien Voyeurism 
J (Smoking Pets 
I( Open Container 


11 mg. 'tar", 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


























Rack the Boat's high seas adventure 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 

B iology is destiny. That is what 
women have been told since the 
dawn of time — or at least the 
dawn of patriarchy. But the destiny 
part seems only ever to apply to 
women, as in Newt Gingrich’s infamous 
discourse before he was ridden out of 
Washington on the proverbial rail. When 
asked to comment on the issue of women 
in combat, Gingrich noted that because 
women menstruated and couldn’t urinate 
standing up, they couldn’t spend time in 
foxholes because they would get infections. 
Hence, they shouldn’t go into combat be¬ 
cause it was impractical. Somehow the 
question of actual dying — by men or 
women — never got addressed. Gingrich, 
like so many others before him, stuck to the 
frivolous aspects of biology to define 
women’s ability. 

That women hav6 long accepted these ar¬ 


body 


guments themselves is undeniable. Body and 
biology rule women’s lives as much post¬ 
feminism as pre-feminism. The statistical ev¬ 
idence is as close as the nearest women’s 
magazine — or the nearest feminism-icon. 
At the recent revival of Ms. magazine, Gloria 
Steinem, Ms. co-founder and former Play¬ 
boy bunny, now 64, was wearing a miniskirt 
— the same article of clothing that got her 
tagged by the mainstream media as the 
“pretty” (read, not a bull dyke and Still at¬ 
tractive to men) feminist back in the ’60s. 

Disturbingly, not a lot has changed for 
girls and women, queer or straight, over the 
three-plus decades since the second wave of 
feminism took hold in America. Women ac¬ 
tually make less on the male dollar than 
they did 30 years ago. Reproductive choice 
is just as limited, and breast cancer, lung 
cancer, auto-immune disease and AIDS are 
page 36 ► 
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Bay Area dance triple play 

Merce Cunningham Dance Co., LINES 
Contemporary Ballet, SFB’s Cisneros. 

page 38-39 


Historic occasion 

GLHS y s gala serves up 
Joe Goode, fab artworks. 

page 34 


Twist and shout 

Basil Twist’s 

‘Symphonie Fantastique.’ 

page 31 


JH t a time of life when most men are 
#■ mourning their youth, ditching 
old boyfriends and readying them- 
selves for a first class nervous 
* ® breakdown, eleven guys from 

Beach Boy country decided to sail off to 
Hawaii — literally just to prove that they 
could do it. The crew of the sloop Survivor 
had just one thing in common before they 
hoisted sail. All were HIV-positive gay men 
out to show that their lives were about more 
than just conquering a disease. And the trip 
they were making was no ordinary weekend 
whale-watching cruise, but a serious entry 
in one of the most prestigious and arduous 
events in the annals of sport racing, the 
Trans-Pacific Yacht Race, a grueling 2,250 
miles from California to Hawaii across open 
sea. Of the 39 ships that left Long Beach, 
California, only 32 sailed across the finish 
line through the treacherous straits sur¬ 
rounding Honolulu harbor. 

There was another man aboard the 
sloop Survivor, and in some ways the most 
amazing part of the adventure is the docu¬ 
mentary Rock the Boat, taken from more 
than 100 hours of video shot by filmmaker 


by David Lamble 


Robert Houston. Houston, whose previous 
film, Trust Me, is a black comedy about an 
art dealer selling the work of recently de¬ 
ceased painters, was used to commanding a 
full 35mm crew. This time he would be 
completely on his own, forced to come up 
with ingenious ways of filming, like the use 
of coal miners’ lights to film interviews on 
long moonless nights at sea. The resulting 
film is a unique mix of high seas adventure, 
queens-at-sea soap opera, and just a touch 
of black comedy. 

The story has its beginnings in the de¬ 
termination of Houston’s lover, sailor 
Robert Hudson, to prove that there is life 
after HIV, even after the diagnosis of full¬ 
blown AIDS. Hudson, founder of the Get 
Challenged project, decided to give HIV¬ 
positive people some role models. Says 
Hudson, “We set out to change the way 
AIDS is perceived in the ’90s.” Starting out 
with virtually no money, a phone line, a fax 
machine, and a determination not to take 
no for an answer, Hudson soon zeroed in 
on a vessel that would turn into either a 
dreamboat or a ship of fools. Rock the Boat 
page 37 ► 


Survivor crew members 
Mike Burelle, at the 
wheel, and Dennis 
Boecker 
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A Gay Evening In May 

proudly presents its 15 th 
annual production... 


“Coloring Outside 
the Lines" 

May 1 </ th 8.15 th • 8 p.m. 
At the Santa Crciz Civic 

Reserved tickets through the 
Santa Cruz Civic Box Office 
& BASS ticket outlets. 
For more information, 
call 831/457-6822 
Producer: Curt Fenske 
Director: Michael Pina 
Design by PoeBoneles@aol.com 
Sponsored in part, by... 

THE MIDCOUNTY* 

post 



by Roberto Friedman 
and Pan Narks 


he press office at the San 
Francisco International 
H Film Festival was making us 
choose: did we want to go the fes¬ 
tival’s opening night film and 
party, or the closing night? We 
wanted to go to both, so we threw 
our weight around (all 145 lb. of 
it) for you, dear reader, for you. 
Opening night festivities were 
packed with black-clad cineastes 
and dripping with glamour. 
When we gave our press creden¬ 
tials at the door of Mecca for the 
pre-event reception, the greeter 
exclaimed, “I think there’ll be 
more press here than guests!” 
Well, as long as you put us in our 
place, dear. 

Pal Pepi’s first question to the 
bar: “Is everything on the house?” 

Soon handlers were approach¬ 
ing us as we enjoyed a few glasses 
of fine Napa bubbly and yummy 
Mecca snacks at the oval bar. They 
discreetly mentioned that we had 
fifteen minutes to hightail it to the 
Castro for the world premiere of 
The Winslow Boy, a movie which 
proves that writer/director David 
Mamet is capable of doing Mas¬ 
terpiece Theatre with the best of 
them. 






“SPELLBINDING! 

Full of visual miracles and hilarious dish. 

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 

“A MUST-SEE FILM! ^ 

Tremendously exciting.” V 

-David Hunter, HOLLYWOOD REPORTER fE 


rock 


A Tell Tha Truth Pictures Production 


“AT LAST, we have a new image for the 
AIDS survivor, an image for the 21st Century.” 

-LOS ANGELES MAGAZINE 


moms = 
mm&wkmm 


IBOOKS 

f NC - 

MBff = " 


KHOWLCDCC = 

pqwuu (415) 

2275 Market St. @ 1 6 th 864-6 777 


—- EXCLUSIVE ONE WEEK ENGAGEMENT 

LU A/I I ERE STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL JO 

California at Polk • (415) 352-0810 Daily: 5:10,7:25,9:35; Fri-Sun Matinees: 12:45,2:50 • Dolby SR 


WORKS FROM THE 

ButchDick 

COLLECTION: 

The gay erotic art of 
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David Mamet 


Then it was time to trek up¬ 
town on Van Ness Avenue (“the 
Champs Elysees of San Francisco” 
— former SF mayor DiFi) to the 
afterparty in the elegant ballroom 
of the newly restored Regency 
Building, which was once a movie 
theatre, and has now become a 
place where film people party. 
How fascinatingly symmetrical. 
Festival artistic director Peter 
Scarlet glad-handed his way 
through the crowd, looking some¬ 
what like film actor Peter Sellers 
in Being There. The band played 
Motown and (we kid you not) 
“Dance to the Music” and, the girl 
singers donning shiny macs, “It’s 
Raining Men!” But it wasn’t, at 
least not of the available variety, 
so, nodding greetings to a Thai 
waiter who recognized us from 
our late liquid lunches at his Fol¬ 
som Street (“the Champs Elysees 
of owrSF”) establishment, we left. 

Fever dreams 

Author Gary Indiana was in 

town last week for his Three 
Month Fever book tour, and a few 
fellows who reportedly knew the 
subject of the book, sociopath 

Andrew Cunanan, including 
Military Trade author Steven 
Zeeland, showed up for Indiana’s 
reading at A Different Light, 
telling him, “Andrew would have 
loved the book!” We guess that’s 
good. Diff Light manager 
Richard Labonte lost his bet that 
Indiana would read the passage 
from Three Month Fever in which 
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Steven Zeeland 


Andrew does a little shoplifting at 
the Castro Street bookstore. 

Rather than wedge ourselves 
into the shoebox space which that 
establishment uses for author ap¬ 
pearances, we caught Indiana’s 
reading in spacious quarters at 
City Lights bookstore in North 



Andrew Cunanan with prom date 


Beach the next night. The inim¬ 
itable Indiana was late for the 
event, having given his author es¬ 
cort — whom the publisher pays 
to shepherd him around to his ap¬ 
pearances — the slip. “He could 
be at any bar in North Beach!” she 
remarked sheepishly. “I’ve escort¬ 
ed 400 authors, and this is only 
the second one I’ve lost!” Finally 
he arrived, explaining that he’d 
gotten high that afternoon, 
popped a Xanax, and had some 
strong screwdrivers to boot. He 
gave a wonderful reading. 

Kat on a hot tin talk show 

Ah, the expense-account life! 

Little did underground per¬ 
former Johnny Kat suspect the 
first time he would visit NYC 
would be a semi-all-expenses-paid 
trip courtesy of the Ricki Lake 
Show for a beauty makeover. The 
story goes something like this: 
Two drag divas on the local scene 
(who get plenty of publicite on 
their own) contacted Ms. Lake’s 
creaky vehicle, saying that they 
had a friend who was so ugly in 
drag that she needed lots of help. 
La Lake’s people (those arbiters of 
fine taste) had such a show in 
mind. Within a few nights’ beauty 
rest (or not), all three beauties 
were installed on a plane to NYC 
(coach class), picked up in a limo, 
and whisked off to the Carlton 
Hotel (not first class) in Manhat¬ 
tan. Unfortunately, the Lake peo¬ 
ple had the phone turned off in 
their room — ; we guess they’ve 
dealt with drag queens and their 
long distance bills before. 

The theme of the show was 



Johnny Kat as "Swamp Lady" 


“I’m a Queen In Drag, and My 
Friend’s a Hag.” Johnny came out 
in his “Swamp Lady” drag, and 
then went off to get glamorized. 
This took some time. Kat had to 
shop for a whole new outfit (size 
14), which, he adds, “I did not get 
to keep — thank you very much, 
Ricki.” Kat says he “felt like Ann- 
Margret” in his new glamour 
drag. Ricki herself (who is “all 
business,” sez Kat) took him aside 
and confided that he was her fa¬ 
vorite guest that day. We bet she 
says that to all the girls. 

Kat has been told that the 
show will air “sometime in May,” 
which will coincide with his re¬ 
turn to the wicked stage in the 
new rock musical Cyberotica! In 
addition to Kat, the show features 
the talents of SF denizens Arturo 
Galster, Leigh Crow, Birdie- 
Bob Watt, and a host of usual 
suspects. The show opens on May 
13 and plays Thursdays for 13 
weeks at the Transmission The¬ 
atre, 314 11th St. Call 861-6906 or 
BASS for tickets. 

Photo pop 

There we are in bodily form in 
the pages of the 4/27 ish of “the 
magazine of gay adult entertain¬ 
ment,” Unzipped — but we are 
very much zipped, thank Q. Iron¬ 
ically enough, given our stakes in 
the gossip game, our likeness is 
captured on the page designated 
for “hot insider gossip,” in a pic of 
us at a late dinner in the Disastro 
with porn director Gino Colbert, 
playwright Ronnie Larsen, H/X s 
Joe Manghise, and the dashing 
editor of Unzipped himself, John 
Erich. Truth to tell, it’s fun hav¬ 
ing your pho-to in a national 
porn-fed glossy, in full glorious 
color no less, but we have to say 
we much prefer being on the 
other side of the scandal sheet. Is 
this how editrix Tina Brown got 
her start? 

Family values 

Finally, a moment of remem¬ 
brance for actress Ellen Corby, 
who passed on earlier this month. 
You may recall Corby played 
Grandma Walton on TV’s classic 
family show The Waltons. Inter¬ 
estingly, not a few obituaries, in 
addition to listing her achieve¬ 
ments, including an Oscar nomi¬ 
nation, and her struggles with 
post-stroke life, concluded with 
the sentence: “She is survived by 
her friend of 45 years, Stella 
Luchetta of Los Angeles.” Any 
queer worth her salt knows exact¬ 
ly what that means. 

By now it’s well known that 
Corby’s counterpart on The Wal¬ 
tons, Will Geer, who played 
Grandpa Walton, was gay as a hoot. 
So now we know why the Senior* 
Waltons’ marriage lasted so long: 
Grammy left Gramps to his own 
sex, and vice versa. This also ex¬ 
plains where John-Boy’s fey genes 
came from. Next question? T 
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Have tank, will travel 


Basil Twist brings 'Symphonie Fantastique' to Zeum Theatre 


by Richard Dodds 


|F|| asil Twist is the name, and 
ipfi puppets are his game. 

But were not talking 
Kukla, Fran, and Ollie here. Or 
even The Lion King. 

“It’s like nothing you’ve ever 
seen before,” wrote one New York 
theater critic about Twist’s pro¬ 
duction of Symphonie Fantas¬ 
tique. That show, wrote another, 
“is a gratifying reminder that 
there are still things undreamt of 
in theater.” 

The 29-year-old Twist, who 
was born with his evocative name, 
is back in his native San Francisco 
to recreate this surprise New York 
sensation. “It’s really special for 
me to come back,” he said before 
beginning a day of rehearsals at 
the new Zeum Theatre in Yerba 
Buena Gardens. “Not just to come 
back as a visitor, but fully as who 
I am, as a gay man and an artist.” 

For Twist, who was mocked for 
his Miss Piggy posters as a teenag¬ 
er and gave up an early interest in 
puppets because they seemed “too 
sissy,” his breakthrough success 
with Symphonie Fantastique is 
sweet indeed. It was his idea that 
San Francisco should be the first 
city after New York to see his cre¬ 
ation. 

That creation represents the 
culmination of Twist’s goal to 


shake the dust off puppetry, to 
wake up the art form as the ab¬ 
stract pioneers did with painting 
decades ago. Using Hector 
Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique 
as his inspiration, Twist has creat¬ 
ed a 60-minute visual impression 
of the classical music composi¬ 
tion. Working with four other 
puppeteers, and masked from the 
audience’s view, Twist and his 
team manipulate the “puppets” 
through water in a 100-gallon 
tank. 

Watching what looks like a 
giant-screen TV, the audience sees 
such mundane objects as pieces of 
cloth, Mylar strips, and white 
sheets take on an ethereal exis- 



Basil Twist 


tence as they move through the 
water. “But the water is not what 
this is about,” Twist said. “I would 
be happy if the audience came in 
not knowing it was looking at a 
tank of water. It’s just a medium 
to create a universe of its own, a 
technique to create something I 
had never seen before.” 

‘Fantastique’ journey 

When he was thinking about 
what music to use, Twist recalled 
hearing Symphonie Fantastique at 
home as a child. “I was really 
taken with it,” he said, “and when 


I decided to do this, it was an ob¬ 
vious choice. I had been dabbling 
with the underwater pieces, but 
for a one-hour show I needed a 
strong text, and Symphonie Fan¬ 
tastique is an extremely theatrical 
piece of music, with sweeping 
mood changes.” 

With funds donated by his ter¬ 
minally ill grandmother, Twist 
fashioned his own performance 
space at the HERE theater com¬ 
plex in Manhattan. In New York, 
where the original run is contin¬ 
uing, the theater holds just 80 
people, who watch the proceed¬ 
ings in a tank half the size as the 
one built for the San Francisco 
run. 


“We had a lot of offers from 
experienced New York producers 
who wanted to move the show,” 
said HERE director Barbara Bu- 
sackino, who is also producing the 
$250,000 San Francisco version. 
“But no one could grasp what 
Basil’s process was. We’ve even 
gotten calls from Las Vegas. ‘How 
big can you go?’ So the San Fran¬ 
cisco run is a test to see if we can 
go bigger without compromising 
Basil’s vision.” 

That vision first showed up in 
the elaborate Halloween costumes 
Twist would design for himself as 
a boy. His parents supported this 
creativity, but he succumbed to 
peer pressure in high school and 
stuffed his love of puppets in the 
closet. After graduating from San 
Francisco University High School, 
he headed to Oberlin College, 
where he was miserable. 

He began exploring puppetry 
programs, which led to an oppor¬ 
tunity to work with the celebrated 
Julie Taymor in her pr e-Lion King 
days and to study at the Center for 
Puppetry Arts in Atlanta. He then 
became the first American ever 
accepted at the prestigious Ecole 
Superieure Nationale des Arts de 
la Marionnette in northern 
France. 

“I had to go there to audition, 
and Jim Henson passed away 
while I was there,” Twist said. “It 
was very powerful for me because 
he was such a hero of mine.” 

The school was steeped in tra¬ 
dition, and he laughs when peo¬ 
ple ask him if he learned his water 
techniques while he was there. 
“But I was exposed to so many 
things and was able to form my 
own opinions, and came up with 
what I thought was missing in 
puppetry.” 

Flipping wigs 

When Twist returned to the 
United States, he began creating 
puppets that he would take 
around to New York clubs and 
bars. “At the Boy Bar, I came on 
after all these drag performers 
with a puppet that could pull its 
wig off. I did a thing at Wigstock 
with a puppet that looked like 
Lady Bunny, who is the high 
priestess of Wigstock. At Jackie 60, 
they had A Night of 1,000 Stevie 
Nicks, and I brought my Stevie 
Nicks puppet.” About six years 
ago, he became a couple with 
Bobby Miller, a photographer and 


Twist's goal is to shake the dust 
off puppetry, to wake up the art 
form as painters did decades ago. 



spoken-word artist. 

In more recent years, he has 
worked with such established 
groups as Mabou Mines, and was 
a major contributor to its well-re¬ 
ceived production of Peter and 
Wendy that played Berkeley Rep 
earlier this year. He’s also been 
commissioned to create a new 
work for Lincoln Center’s New 
Visions/Voices Program in 2000. 

“This whole thing started as an 
experiment in a 10-gallon tank, 
and now it’s taken on quite a life 
of its own,” Twist said. Although 
Symphonie Fantastique is playing 
in San Francisco for an open- 
ended run, the 100-gallon tank 
designed by his father and grand¬ 


father is built for touring. 

“I also have other productions 
that I’ll be collaborating on, in¬ 
cluding something for Mabou 
Mines that will use wind ma¬ 
chines, and there’s the commis¬ 
sion from Lincoln Center for 
something along the lines of Sym¬ 
phonie Fantastique. But I still 
haven’t figured out yet how to top 
Symphonie Fantastique.” ▼ 


Symphonie Fantastique is now 
in previews at the Zeum 
Theatre in Yerba Buena 
Gardens prior to a May 5 
opening. Tickets are $20-$50. 
Call 820-3353. 



It’s Time To Rock-Yo-Boat 


'99 Songmaster 
Black Gay Cruise f 
to Baja, Mexi^^ s ^ 

Its more than a Crime. 

Its a Party’ 

Celebrating same-gender 
loving men & women. 

June 28 - July 2 

(888)922-2916 (toll free) 
jyvvw.songmasterl .com 


The 

Demon Pope 

Featuring 
Diana Brown 
as Lucifer 
Starring 

Jason Scott Buro 
John David 
Aldo Pisano 
’Drew Todd 
NickSholley 
Cary Silberman 



MATTWEIMER EX|TTHEATRE Thur_Sat 
(415)564 -1196 156 Eddy Street May 6-29 
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the golden gate 
men’s chorus 


now we sing 


the ci ty 





choral concert series at san francisco’s 
finest historic landmarks 

directed by joseph jennings 

Mission Dolores Basilica 
Sunday, May 9, 1999 

370 Dolores St. @ 16th 7:00pm • $15 

City Hall Rotunda* 

Monday, June 14, 1999 

1 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
7:00pm • Open Admission 
{$15 Suggested donation) 




Tickets Available at: 

Community Box Office I 
A Different Light Bookstore I 
and TIX on Union Square I 
On the Web 
www.ticketweb.com 
By Mail GGMC 
116 Eureka Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
By Phone (415) 668-GGMC 
More Info www.ggmc.org 


Old St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday, July IS, 1999 

660 California St. @ Grant 
7:00pm • $15 

Admission $15.00 - General Seating 

‘Note: No advance ticket purchase available 
for June 14th City Hall Performance. 

Open Admission ♦ Suggested Donation $15 
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■ Stak Classics 


AMERICAN 

RHAPSODY 


A GEORGE GERSHWIN 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

A Two-Hour Concert 

(with Intermission) 


SPECIAL STAR CLASSICS PRESENTATION 

Direct from New York 

Mark Nadler KT Sullivan 

Tfwr wmmm— 


Fri. April 30 • Sat. May 1 • Sun. May 2 
7pm 7pm 5pm 

Call or Come to Star Classics for tickets $20.00 
425 Hayes Street San Francisco, CA 94102 Tel. (415) 552-1110 



CLOUDSPUTTER 

RUSSELL 

BANKS 


&°t*> °\ 
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Cloudsplitter 
by Russell Banks 
$15.00 


Three Month 

Fever 

by Gary Indinana 

$25.00 




BISTRO AWARD WINNER 


«AC AWARD NOMINEE 


1686 Market St 
reservations: 



Mythomaniacs 

C.A.F.E. in 'Spring Returns' at Venue 9 


by Deborah Peifer 

\ ombined Art Form Enter¬ 
tainment (C.A.F.E.) pre- 
ill sents Spring Returns, a col¬ 
lection of myths, folktales and 
short stories told in the story the¬ 
atre style made famous by Paul 
Sills and Viola Spolin. I haven’t 
heard of story theatre since I left 
Chicago, so I thought I’d better 
speak with the group’s artistic di¬ 
rector, Matthew Quinn, and find 
out just what was up 
with that. Quinn stud¬ 
ied with a teacher who 
had studied with Sills, so 
he is just one generation 
removed from a unique 
theatrical form. 

“We adapt folktales 
and short stories for 
performance, 
using improvisa¬ 
tion and story the¬ 
atre techniques,” 

Quinn said. “The talent in the 
group is phenomenal. These are 
amazing actors. For this show we 
looked for stories having to do 
with Spring and the idea of the re¬ 
turn. The stories have an interna¬ 
tional flavor, ranging from a Chi¬ 
nese folktale about money to a 
Yugoslavian gypsy myth of a dead 
man who returns to pay a debt.” 

Of course, the Demeter myth 
is included in the mix of seven 
stories — that does explain why 
we have Spring, after all — but 
Quinn explains that “people con¬ 
nect with myths and folktales. At 
the end of the show, we take sug¬ 
gestions from the audience to im¬ 
provise our own original mythic 
tales. The show moves quickly, 
with both serious and humorous 
stories. I like to think we’re bring¬ 
ing the audience something it 
hasn’t seen before.” 

Spring Returns plays Venue 9, 
252 Ninth Street, between Folsom 
and Howard, April 30 through 
May 2. Call 673-0304. 

Young people 

Now there’s a phrase I never 
dreamed I’d be old enough to use. 
Nevertheless, there are some stun¬ 
ning performances by said young 
people happening in the area in 
the upcoming weeks. When I was 
in high school, the big issue was 



gum. Times have changed, and 
the Young California Writers Pro¬ 
ject at Magic Theatre offers a 
chance to see what’s on the minds 
of some very talented high school 
students. The students work with 
professional playwrights to learn 
the craft, and then, more impor¬ 
tantly, get to see their work per¬ 
formed on a real stage with pro¬ 
fessional actors and directors. I’ve 
attended the shows in the past, 
and have been moved, enter¬ 
tained, and often astonished by 
the quality of the work. 
This year, the students 
are from School of the 
Arts and McAteer High 
School. Don’t miss a 
spectacular evening of 
theatre, May 10-11 at 
Magic Theatre, Fort 
Mason. Admission is 
free, but dona¬ 
tions are accept¬ 
ed. Call 441-8822. 
ACT’s Young 
Conservatory offers a new play, 
The Automata Pieta, a work espe¬ 
cially commissioned for the Con¬ 
servatory’s New Plays Program. 
Here’s a chance to see the actors 
you’ll be paying to see in a few 
years. Performances take place at 
the Hastings Studio Theatre, 30 
Grant Avenue, on May 15-16. Ad¬ 
mission is free, but reservations 
are required. Call 439-2444. 

Also from ACT, the second 
year students of the Advanced 
Training Program present As You 
Like It and Pericles in repertory 
through May 8 at Magic Theatre. 



Patrick McNulty as Pericles 


Call ACT’s box office at 749-2228 
for tickets, which are not free, but 
are lots cheaper than the ones 
you’ll be buying in even fewer 
years to see these young actors. 

Moving up the age scale at 
ACT, The First Picture Show is a 
musical theatre piece that focuses 
on the women directors of the 
silent film era. Yes, it’s true, there 
were women doing those “all 
male” jobs in the early years, just 
as there have always been women 
doing “all male” jobs, but I’m cer¬ 
tain the play is not as didactic as I 
am. Bring canned tuna in water or 
peanut butter in plastic contain¬ 
ers to benefit Project Open Hand 
on May 13, and you can pay what 
you wish for your ticket that 
night. The show runs May 6 
through June 6 at the Geary The¬ 
atre, Geary at Mason. 

Don’t miss... 

...the extraordinary Sara Felder 
in Shtick!: A Queer Play on Jewish 
Vaudeville, her exploration of two 
women living on opposite ends of 
the 20th century who share a his¬ 
tory and an identity. Felder’s work 
is always queer, always fabulous 
and always worth seeing. She is 
moving to Israel after the run (the 
farewell party/opening gala is on 
May 10), so this is your last chance 
to see one of our great artists. The 
show runs through May 30 at A 
Traveling Jewish Theatre, 450 Flori¬ 
da at Mariposa. Call 399-1809. 

The Don’t Quit Your Day Job 
Dancers perform Three Kinds of 
Heat, June 4-6 at the Palace of Fine 
Arts. This is the tenth season for 
the 135-member troupe; and 
choreographer Doree Clark says 
that this year’s show is the best yet. 
I’ve seen the company perform, 
and I have to tell you that the en¬ 
thusiasm, energy and skill of this 
group is phenomenal. Besides 
that, how often do you get to see 
100 dancers on stage at one time? 
Previous performances sold out 
quickly, so a third show has been 
added this year, but don’t wait to 
call 388-0792 for tickets. T 


If you have gossip, inquiries or 
information of a performative 
nature, send them to 
peiferd@aol.com or via snail 
mail to the B.A.R. 
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‘Bi-comical’ Jewish 
lesbian comic: Oy vey! 

Michele Balan on 'Fey gel ah Schmeygelah' 



by Richard Dodds 


; ; Ip ichele Balan, who makes 
her living making people 
1 W i laugh, doesn’t remember 
being a class clown back in Brook¬ 
lyn. “But I do remember the 
teacher putting Scotch tape on my 
mouth in the second grade for 
talking too much,” she said. “Now, 
if they tried to do that in New. 
York, the only tape would be the 
outline of the dead teacher.” 

Balan, who can still talk up a 
storm, peppered a recent inter¬ 
view with one-liners culled from 
a life filled with hard knocks on 
strange doors. “One good thing 
about my life as a gay person,” she 
said in a distinctive New York 
growl, “was that it didn’t bother 
my father. My family was just 
happy I stayed alive because they 
saw me living in the Village with a 
junkie. Gay was the good side.” 

Her roller-coaster life is also 
fodder for her stand-up routine, 
which she will offer on May 1 at 
Herbst Theatre as part of Feygelah 
Schmeygelah: An Evening of Queer 
Jewish Comedy. “Usually when I 
perform,” Balan said, “there are 
like three Jews in the entire audi¬ 
ence, and it’s not worth doing any 
kind of Jewish humor. This will be 
fun because of that.” 

Balan was talking from Los 
Angeles, where she had just 
recorded a live CD titled Neurotic 
by Nature. She had been looking 
forward to this gig so she could 
visit her lover in San Francisco. 
“But we broke up before I could 
get there,” she said. “Honey, I have 
my own ex-files.” 

Sometimes people ask why her 
act doesn’t focus more on the pos¬ 
itive. “But what comedy is is talk¬ 
ing about the things that annoy 
you or upset you,” she said. 
“Would people laugh if I got on 
stage and said, ‘What a great day I 
had. Life is fabulous?’ So, all of the 
angst you have in your life, if 
you’re going to go through it, 
make it work for you.” 

Lady Diana 

For Balan, who says she is 
“pushing 40 to pushing a walker,” 
the angst started at an early age. 
She remembers moving around a 
lot as a child for reasons that re¬ 
main cloudy. “The worst thing 
you could do to a kid was start a 
kid in the middle of the school 
year,” she said. “I’d spend time in 
my room doing lip sync to records 
and have fantasies that I was 
Diana Ross.” 

There was the traumatic loss of 
her mother when she 10, followed 
by an unhappy relationship with 
her distracted father’s new wife, 
not to mention a bizarre relation¬ 
ship with the grandmother who 
largely raised her and her siblings. 

“My grandmother was wild,” 
Balan said. “She was a bootlegger 
when she was younger. She’d go 
out dancing in low-cut blouses at 
70 years old. She was even having 
sex with some man until the day 
she died, God bless her. It had its 
coolness, but she thought of it as 
an unwelcome job to have to keep 
an eye out for us.” 

And so Balan struck out on her 
own at 17, and lived her own ver¬ 
sion of life in the fast lane. She 
worked in gay bars, drank in them 
too, and met her first lover there 


as well. It was also in a gay bar that 
she got her first taste of show 
business. 

“Everyone said I reminded 
them of Bette Midler, and I would 
do these lip-sync impersonations 
at parties,” she said. “I went to a 
bar with some friends, and they 
made me enter a contest, and I 
must have been drinking a lot be¬ 
cause I did it. And so there I was 
with these drag queens, and I 
won. The next thing I knew, they 
were booking me to do a show.” 

Balan began getting laughs with 
her patter between the songs, and 
eventually she was trying out ma¬ 
terial on open-mike nights at com¬ 
edy clubs. But when she finally quit 
her job working at a computer 
graphics company, it wasn’t yet to 
go full time into comedy. “I got a 
little wrapped up in that cocaine 
thing, so I took a leave of absence 
from the company, and then, after 
I got sober and quit with drugs, I 
just reevaluated my life.” 

Pen-what? 

Even though she had already 
been living with a lesbian lover by 
the time she was 18, it was years 
before her comedy reflected her 
sexuality. “I’d do those silly ‘my 
boyfriend and I’ jokes, and a little 
voice would go off inside my head 
and say, ‘Boyfriend? You don’t 
even know what a penis looks like 
anymore.’ That was hard, not 
being real, so I started to drop that 
part of the act.” 

As she began to feel attitudes 
change, and as she found herself 
booked more and more into gay 
venues, Balan began to let her ma¬ 
terial reflect the whole of her life. 
Describing herself as ‘bi-comical,’ 
she wants to appeal to all audi¬ 
ences. “My humor is a little bit of 


everything,” she said. “I don’t 
focus on, ‘Oh, I’m a lesbian’ or 
‘I’m this or that.’ I just talk about 
my experiences, and that’s why I 
often attract a large male audi¬ 
ence, because I don’t make it one- 
notey.” 

Her favorite audiences, in fact, 
are probably gay men. “Women, 
sometimes by virtue of being 
women, they think about what 
you say, like, could that be politi¬ 
cally incorrect in any way. They 
have to permit themselves to 
laugh. With gay men, it’s like, hey, 
let’s party.” 

But even now, Balan worries 
about the career damage that her 
openness has caused in Holly¬ 
wood. “When casting people see 
me doing gay comedy, they pi¬ 
geonhole me rather than just say¬ 
ing she’s funny. I could pass for 
not-gay, but once they know you 
are, their whole feeling about it 
changes. When Ellen came out, it 
was important for us comics to 
see where it went, and now we 
have Will & Grace, and the guy 
isn’t even gay.” 

Through her ups and downs, 
Balan has always found balm in 
the spotlight. “Getting on stage 
helps me,” she said. “It’s like my 
therapy. That and cleaning, be¬ 
lieve it or not. If I quit comedy I 
can always have my own cleaning 
service. I’d call it Comedy Clean¬ 
ing.” ▼ 


Michele Balan will appear at 
Feygelah Schmeygelah on a bill 
with the Kinsey Sicks, Lisa 
Geduldig, and Lynne Jassem’s 
StepFire Tap Dance Theatre at 
the Herbst Theatre on May 1. 
Tickets are $18-$22. Call 392- 
4400. 
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The art of history 


Gay& Lesbian Historical Society puts on benefit bash 


by Mark Mardon 


' aising money for history 
: has never been easy. For 
many people, history is aca¬ 
demic, something to be watched 
on PBS or gleaned out of the oc¬ 
casional historical novel. It has 
rarely been something people 
want to put out for, monetarily 
speaking. But for lesbians and 
gays, history is new — our history, 
that is — and certainly exciting; 
however, it’s also costly in the 
sense of the time, effort, and re¬ 
sources needed to dig up the past 
and preserve it for the future. 

That’s where the local arts 
community comes in. An un¬ 
precedented event is about to take 
place in which prominent lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
artists donate their works to help 
raise funds for history. Specifical¬ 
ly, the artists have donated their 
work for a raffle to help support 


The Gay & Lesbian Historical So¬ 
ciety (GLHS) of Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, which in turn will be hon¬ 
oring one of the premier gay 
dancers in the nation, Joe Goode. 

The event, dubbed the “Art & 
Award Affair,” to be held on May 1 
at Yerba Buena Center, will feature 
a drawing in which five lucky tick¬ 
et holders will walk away with a 
wealth of works by local artists. 
Only 100 individuals will get raf¬ 
fle tickets, so the chances of being 
a winner are one in 20. Those 
tickets won’t come cheap: each 
costs $300 ($350 if the ticket 
buyer wishes to bring a guest to 
the affair). For the winners (there 
are no losers, considering that 
everyone will be supporting a 
worthy, tax-deductible cause), the 
investment will be well worth¬ 
while. The original art they’ll go 
home with will be priceless. To 
top it off, everyone will be treated 
to a performance by Goode, who 
will be honored at the event with 
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it do that needs supporting? 

The answer requires a little 
history. 

In the early 1980s, when histo¬ 
rian Allan Berube set out to re¬ 
search the history of gay men and 
women serving in World War II, 
he was, for all practical purposes, 
a lone explorer in a vast wilder¬ 
ness, with no map to guide him. 
As he explains in Coming Out 
Under Fire, the landmark history 
he produced in 1990 as a result of 
his long, immense undertaking, 
all he had to go on at first was a 
stack of letters written by gay GIs 
during the war, which had come 
to him almost by chance. What he 
didn’t have was any systematical¬ 
ly compiled and catalogued 
sources of information on gay 
and lesbian history. No such 
archive existed. 

Fortunately, Berube was part 
of a grassroots movement in San 
Francisco that had recently 
emerged in the Bay Area, aimed, 
in his words, “to uncover the his¬ 
tory of ordinary lesbians and gay 
men.” It was this group, consisting 
of volunteers, that enabled Berube 
to complete his work and present 
it not only in book form, but in 


our current facility on Market 
Street.” 

As word of the history project 
spread, many people eagerly got 
involved, including academics, 
community activists, writers, 
filmmakers, and others who 
formed study groups for (in 
Berube’s words) “exchanging in¬ 
formation, doing research, chal¬ 
lenging each other’s assumptions 
and interpretations, introducing 
new ideas, and developing ways to 
return our history to our commu¬ 
nities.” Among the volunteers 
were the likes of Rob Epstein, 
Gayle Rubin, Jeffrey Escoffier, and 
others who would go on to play 
prominent roles in reclaiming our 
queer history. 

Bearing fruit 

One of the fruits of the grass¬ 
roots movement in which Berube 
and so many others took part was 
the creation in 1985 of the Gay 
and Lesbian Historical Society 
(GLHS) of Northern California, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to recovering, preserving, and un¬ 
derstanding our history. 

A membership-driven effort, 
supported by annual dues, the 


The Gay & Lesbian Historical 
Society’s first annual Art & 
Award Affair, featuring a 
performance by choreographer 
Joe Goode and a giveaway of 
works by 19 artists, takes place 
Saturday, May 1, 6-9 p.m. in 
the Forum at the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St. Only 100 tickets 
will be sold at $300 each ($350 
with a guest). For tickets, 
phone 978-2710, ext. 210. 


“The archives in Los Angeles 
may be bigger, but it's not in a 
state that people can use. It's 
in boxes and boxes. Ours is 
fully accessible.” 

— GLHS Executive Director Susan Stryker 


GLHS operates by way of com¬ 
mittees whose members work on 
archives, oral history, exhibits, 
programs, publications, arid de¬ 
velopment. 

“We have an immense bur¬ 
den,” says Stryker, “to preserve the 
history of thousands of people,” 
primarily in the Bay Area, but also 
from all periods and cultures. It’s 
a daunting task, she says, not the 
least because of the cost of rent¬ 
ing office and archives space, 
maintaining archives, cataloging 
materials, processing collections, 
and facilitating research. 

Stryker, co-author of the rich¬ 
ly illustrated and widely lauded 
history Gay by the Bay, who 
earned a Ph.D. in history at UC 
Berkeley, investigating issues of 
sexuality and gender, says that at 
the time GLHS was established, 
there existed no other systemati¬ 
cally collected archive of gay his¬ 
torical material: “No manuscript 
collections, no systematic attempt 
to collect queer materials in any 
library or cultural institution. We 
now have one of the finest collec¬ 
tions of gay and lesbian historical 
materials anywhere. The archives 
in Los Angeles may be bigger, but 
it’s not in a state that people can 
use. It’s in boxes and boxes. Ours 
is fully accessible. 

“We used to call ourselves the 
best kept secret in San Francisco,” 
continues Stryker. Because the 
GLHS operated on a shoestring, it 
was overshadowed by the opening 
of the richly endowed Hormel 
Center in the San Francisco Main 
Public Library, which is a major 
repository for queer literature and 
documents. But in a sense, says 
Stryker, “We subsidize them with 
our collection. We have a cooper¬ 
ative agreement with the Hormel 
Center in which we deposit part 
of our collection with them so 
they have wider access to the pub¬ 
lic.” ▼ 


slide lectures to enthusiastic and 
appreciative audiences across the 
country. 

Perhaps the most ardent vol¬ 
unteer for the San Francisco Les¬ 
bian and Gay History Project 
(which eventually morphed into 
the GLHS) was Bill “Willie” Walk¬ 
er, a one-time nurse who went to 
school and got a degree in archival 
science. 

“He’s been the force behind 
the GLHS for 14 years,” says 
GLHS Executive Director Susan 
Stryker. “He really founded it. It 
started out as boxes in Walker’s 
spare bedroom. Within four years, 
we’d moved to rented space in the 
basement of the Theater Rhino 
building. In 1994, we moved into 


1993, 


"No Weiner," 
by Jerome Caja 


History is made 

Such a high-profile fundrais¬ 
ing effort will doubtless have 
some people wondering: What ex¬ 
actly is the GLHS, and what does 


the first GLHS Community Art 
Award. 

Like most everything in 
life that’s fun, the draw¬ 
ing is not exactly 
egalitarian; some 
people will get 
more than 
others. In this 
case, there’ll 
be five 
drawings. 

The win¬ 
ner of the 
first draw¬ 
ing gets to 
choose six 
of the 19 
artworks up 
for grabs. The 
second winner 
gets five, the 
third four, the 
fourth three, and the 
fifth gets the bonus 
prize, a Ross Bleckner print. 

The 19 pieces donated for the 
GLHS fundraiser come from 
artists based in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and New York City, in¬ 
cluding Don Bachardy, Jerome 
Caja (courtesy of the Estate of 
Jerome Caja and Gallery Paule 
Anglim), Jordy Jones, Daniel 
Nicoletta, Kim Anno, EG Crich¬ 
ton, Vince Golveo, Leonie Guyer, 
Scott Hewicker, Georgia Metz, 
Glenn Ligon, Rodney O’Neal 
Austin, Catherine Opie, Connie 
Samaras, Don Spencer, Fred Wil¬ 
son, Millie Wilson, and Robert 
Wilson (courtesy of Geoffrey 
Wexler). 
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Bad day at Black Rock 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 

W V is simple: Ratings rule. Sex 

I trumps politics. (That’s how 
the Monica and Bill Show 
pushed health care and any other 
issue impacting real Americans 
off the news table.) Violence 
trumps sex. (Despite grumbling 
from Republicans, genocide in 
Kosovo finally knocked Bill and 
the BJs out of the headlines.) But 
the big ratings grabber, the one 
that makes conscienceless media 
hounds salivate like Pavlov’s 
pack, will always be vio¬ 
lence and kids, what 
the media likes to 
label “The Death of 
Innocence” — which 
is why the suburban 
bloodbath at Col¬ 
orado’s 
Columbine 
High School 

last week has _ 

been the topic 

of every news, tabloid, talk and 
panel TV show since April 20. 
Nothing draws an audience like 
terror and pathos. 

The TV orgy of hand-wring¬ 
ing and blame-tossing that has 
saturated the networks since last 
week exemplifies what’s wrong 
with TV and America. Our 
voyeuristic blood lust is bound¬ 
less. Unfortunately, there is no 12- 
step program to break us of this 
grisly desire — but there are TV 
programs aplenty to feed our in¬ 
satiable hunger for blood and guts 
(preferably the exploded and 
shrapneled variety). Any day now 
we expect a new cable channel to 
spring up called Abattoirs and 
Charnel Houses. America is not a 
PAX TV nation. 

What went wrong? This ques¬ 
tion has been repeated like a 
mantra by every news anchor and 
talk show host from Peter Jen¬ 
nings and Tom Brokaw to Rosie 
O’Donnell and Oprah. They look 
guilelessly into the camera, shake 
their heads and act as if this is 
something new in America, some¬ 
thing never seen before, some¬ 
thing that must be dissected and 
deconstructed like one of the 
bombs at Columbine. 

And then there are the shows 
from Dateline and 20/20 to Hard 
Copy and Extra that detail the 
massacre minutiae. The networks 
are mired in replaying every 
painful and horrific moment of 
the tragedy. How many times have 
we seen that boy, spurting blood, 
fall from the library window onto 
the top of an EMS truck? How 
many times have we heard the 
high-pitched hysterical 911 tapes? 
How many times have we viewed 
students running for their lives, 
herded by SWAT team members 
in riot gear? 

Media overkill is an insidious 
form of violence. The more we see 
of horror, the more inured to it we 
become. The confessional nature 
of TV — tell-all talk shows, 
tabloids and “inside editions” — 
feeds on itself as we feed on it. 
(Which is why the family of Scott 
Amedure is currently suing the 
Jenny Jones Show for his death.) 
Like junkies, we need more and 
better fixes, such as the TV pro¬ 
gram that depicts what happens 
when the train hits the pedestrian 
or the shark gets its jaws around 
the swimmer’s midsection. It’s not 
enough to imagine such horrors 
— we must see them, up close and 
available on video for repeat view¬ 
ing. 

Talk show hosts like Jerry 
Springer have incurred the wrath 


Lavender Tube 


of folks like Rosie O’Donnell, who 
took him to task this week for 
promoting violence, but what 
about the endless victimization 
programs, facilitated by sincere 
hosts like Oprah and Montel 
Williams? Don’t these just perpet¬ 
uate the cycle on which violence 
feeds by portraying us all as either 
victims or perpetrators? 

In the midst of the media fren¬ 
zy, a few moments stood out as 
meaningful. Rosie O’Donnell 
took on Charlton Heston and the 
NRA, accusing him of using his 
celebrity to promote guns and vi¬ 
olence (seems obvious, 
yet no one seems will¬ 
ing to say it). Several 
teens on a special 
Nightline town meet¬ 
ing in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas (site of last 
year’s school 
massacre) ex¬ 
plained that 
kids don’t 
snap 

overnight, that the pattern of 
abuse against them pushes them 
to retaliatory violence. On a fol¬ 
low-up from Colorado, class¬ 
mates of the two suspects ac¬ 
knowledged the intensity of the 
harassment the two boys received. 
There are lessons within these TV 
moments. Let’s hope they don’t 
get lost in the overkill. 

Moving violations 

Well, there’s no easy transition 
from murder and mayhem, but 
overkill was certainly the operative 
mode at the GLAAD Awards last 
week. The celebrity straights came 
out in droves, proving that if queer 
organizations cater and cavil 
enough, they can achieve that petit 
frisson that comes with being tol¬ 
erated by the uber Menschen. 

Ellen and Anne were there, of 
course, Ellen once again tearful, 
proving that big girls do cry — 
and often, apparently. And you 
thought she was the top. All we 
have to say to that is, Anne Heche 
was the only presenter at the Os¬ 
cars to rise above technical diffi¬ 
culties with true aplomb and elan. 
She may wear the dresses, but she 
also wears the pants. Speaking of 
which, also at the GLAAD event, 
in the Some Dykes Shouldn’t Ever 
Wear Dresses Category: Melissa 
Etheridge. Someone — probably 
the person who used to dress 
Geena Davis at the Oscars — told 
her she could wear a form-fitting 
black number with sheer chiffon 
sleeves. Let’s just say she resem¬ 
bled leftovers that hadn’t been 
wrapped properly before being 
put back in the fridge. We blame 
the whole transgender trend — 
now every butch thinks she can 
“transition” into femme gear. 
Mais non, cherie. Leave the chiffon 
to your wife — she can carry it 
off. 

Will & Grace won the GLAAD 
Award for best queer sitcom. 
(Hello, only queer sitcom, last 
time we surfed the networks). It 
won over Ellen — which hasn’t 
been on TV since last year, in case 
anyone at GLAAD is watchingTV, 
which we always doubt. Perhaps it 
won because it is actually funny 
(unlike Ellen ) or perhaps because 
it’s the only game in town. Never¬ 
theless, Eric McCormack (Will) 
was as gracious as a real queen in 
thanking Ellen for paving the way 
for W&G. 

Meanwhile, W&G fab fagola 
Sean Hayes (Jack) did an interest¬ 
ing (oh just come out, dear, did 
you learn nothing from Ellen?) 
turn (some might say swish) on 
Regis and Kathie Lee last week 


while Megan Mullaley (Karen) 
guested on NBC’s Conan O’Brien. 
(Yes, that is pretty much her real 
voice, though not quite as exag¬ 
gerated as on W&G.) Conan 
asked her if W&G was getting the 
sexual harassment sensitivity 
training being ordered for all 
NBC shows and if the cast was 
touchy-feely on W&G. Mullaley, 
quite definitely not the feather- 
boa brain Karen is, responded: 
“It’s a constant bacchanalian revel 
[on the set]. We’re always groping, 
kneading, touching and feeling 
each other.” Indeed. 

Speaking of revelatory mo¬ 
ments, Dennis “the Worm” Rod- 
man admitted to Diane Sawyer on 
20/20 Friday that he had, as a teen, 
“wanted to be more of a girl than 
a guy.” When she asked if he was 
gay, he said no, but added, “I’m 
curious. If you hold and love a 
guy [hold and love — not fuck 
and screw, which implies much 
more involvement to us than just 
a one-nigh ter in Las Vegas], you’re 
not necessarily gay, you’re loving.” 
We never thought we’d find any¬ 
thing Rodman said worth our ap¬ 
proval — which just means we re¬ 
ally should never say never. 

Finally, May sweeps are right 
around the dial, and with them 
two “TV events” (to use the net¬ 
work vernacular) of interest for 
queers. Double Platinum, on ABC 
May 16, is for those queens who 
just had to get the new Gloria 
Gaynor CD. Diana Ross plays the 
long-lost stage mother of Brandy 
(a stretch, given the radical age 
' difference, but La Ross has been 
keeping her face up — literally) in 
a kind of Motown version of Stel¬ 
la Dallas. 

And for the girls, a CBS mini¬ 
series on the same night — a 
retelling of the dyke lives of the 
saints, Joan of Arc. This version • 
stars the baby butch Letlet Sobies- 
ki in the title role and Shirley 
MacLaine (there are so many 
jokes we could make about this 
casting), Peter O’Toole, Rtfbert 
Loggia and a host of other aging 
stars as the supporting cast. (Were 
they looking for actors actually 
alive at the time of Joan of Arc — 
or in MacLaine’s case, who at least 
thought they were?) There are 
also a great number of guys in 
tights for the boys who won’t be 
watching La Ross. Both items are 
worth a VCR run. V 
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Body lit 

M Arts cover 

killing women at an alarming 
rate. In addition, there is more 
rape, domestic violence and mur¬ 
der of women than ever before in 
this century, as well as more 
poverty. Lethal obsessional disor¬ 
ders from substance abuse to 
anorexia and bulimia affect not 
just adult women but girls as 
young as eight. 

Into this grim landscape of bi¬ 
ological determinism three new 
books come, attempting to ad¬ 
dress issues related to the female 
body. Susan Griffin — lesbian- 
feminist icon, philosopher and 
ecologist (and Bay Area resident) 

— has suffered from autoimmune 
disease for some years. What Her 
Body Thought: A Journey into the 
Shadows (HarperSanFrancisco, 
$23) explores, in often brutal de¬ 
tail, what being a sick woman in a 
society driven by a lust for hard, 
and/or sexually attractive female 
bodies means. 

Griffin is an expositor and a 
poet; Her Body resonates with 
concise, declarative theories and 
lush, descriptive prose. Her own 
experience of illness reveals to her 
a world in which health and the 
body’s perfection are overriding 
metaphors for how we live our 
lives and how we treat others. Her 
Body interweaves Griffin’s own 
harrowing tale of becoming so se¬ 
verely ill that she was bedridden 
and couldn’t work, with the ar¬ 
chetypal story of the romantically 
ill woman, Camille, aka Violetta, 
aka La Traviata, aka the lady of the 
camellias of novel, opera, play and 
film fame. 

While this idea intrigues and 
Griffin deconstructs the theme of' 
the woman who literally dies for 
love with some elan, the author is 
most successful when detailing 
her own story. The perils of an ail¬ 
ing body — what that means in 
terms of one’s concept of self, sex¬ 
uality and personal determinism 

— are all explicated quite power¬ 
fully. 

One of the strengths of Her 
Body is Griffin’s focus on class and 
the economics of illness; this is 
where the interconnection of the 
two tales has most depth. As a 
courtesan, Camille literally loses 
her ability to make a living as she 
becomes sicker; in renouncing her 
lover, she also ultimately re¬ 
nounces life — she has no means 
for survival. Meanwhile, in 20th- 
century America, Griffin finds 
herself dependent on friends and 
acquaintances for her very sur¬ 
vival in the early stages of her ill¬ 
ness when she cannot make a 
meal or bathe herself. But living 
on the largesse of others leaves her 
in a constant state of anxiety — 
what if people tire of helping her? 
What if, as happens one day, she 
is unbearably ill, believes she is 
dying, and there is no one to call? 
It’s a striking perspective on what 
happens to women when their 
bodies fail them — society soon 
follows suit. 

Get down 

Some women may have trou¬ 
ble going to their local bookstore 
and asking for Inga Muscio’s book 
by name; most of us have only 
whispered the word in bed with 
lovers. In fact, Muscio’s editor 
urged her to change the title for 
marketing reasons; Muscio re¬ 
fused. Thus, Cunt: A Declaration 
of Independence (Seal Press,' 
$14.95) is just that. But it is so 
much more. Possibly the best 
book on body issues since the 
groundbreaking, ’70s feminist 
tome Our Bodies, Ourselves, Cunt 
is the ’90s treatise on how 
girls/women need to get behind 
themselves and reclaim the 
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“Anatomical Jewel” of their being 
— as well as the language that 
goes with it. As Muscio notes, 
quite provocatively, it is the one 
thing all women have in common. 
Her modest goal in authoring 
Cunt is to unite all women. 

This book is so marvelous, the 
temptation is to quote from every 
page. Smart, witty, in-your-face 
(of course), cutting edge, fascinat¬ 
ing, herstorical, this is a book to 
give every girl/woman you know. 
Muscio is a young, savvy lesbian 
from San Francisco with some of 
the freshest ideas — and syntax 
*— to come along in some time. 
Cunt is mesmerizing. 

Muscio begins with her own 
explanation of why “cunt” —it 
was the one anatomical part on 
the list of banned curse words in 
her household growing up; since 
girlhood she’s been on a mission 
to reclaim, restore and revive the 
language of her own anatomy and 
refute the definitions foisted upon 



somewhat uneven collection of es¬ 
says by younger women (mostly 
under 25) on how they view their 
bodies in a society that exalts the 
supermodel and Baywatch babe, 
where most of us have grown up 
in the terrible shadow of America’s 
iconic female, Barbie. 

Edut is founding publisher of 
HUES (Hear Us Emerging Sis¬ 
ters), a national publication for 
“women of all cultures and sizes.” 
With nearly 30 contributors, Bar¬ 
bie focuses on a range of body- 
image issues, from the proverbial 
T & A, as in Erin J. Aubry’s “The 
Butt: Its Politics, Its Profanity, Its 
Power” to the perils of having a 
non-Barbie element, such as Lisa 
Jervis details in “My Jewish Nose.” 

Issues of sexuality and body 
get lots of attention: the desexual- 
ization of women in certain cul¬ 
tures, as in Marisa Navarro’s “Be¬ 
coming la Mujer,” or the flip side 


1 Cunt’ is a political manifesto, a 
defiant take-back-the-cunt work of 
art and consciousness. 


it. Hence Cunt explores every¬ 
thing from the word itself to a 
herstory of the thing itself to the 
politics of reclamation and recon¬ 
ciliation. Muscio takes on the op¬ 
pression of women from the liter¬ 
al core of their being, addressing 
the hard topics from rape to gen¬ 
der, race, economic and class op¬ 
pression. 

First and foremost, this book is 
a manifesto, a political statement, 
a defiant take-back-the-cunt work 
of art and consciousness. Beauti¬ 
fully designed and printed in a 
neat hand-sized square, Cunt will 
fit in your pocket or purse, where 
it should be at all times, to be 
whipped out and read from singly 
or in crowds. Buy this book, give it 
to a woman you love — including 
yourself. (Men, take note: You 
could learn a lot from this book.) 

Dark shadows 

Adios, Barbie: Young Women 
Write about Body Image and Iden¬ 
tity edited by Ophira Edut (Seal 
Press, $14.95) is a provocative if 



Editor Ophira Edut 


— how girls who don’t think they 
are pretty feel they have to give 
themselves to anyone who asks, as 
Tali Edut explores in “The Chosen 
People,” or hold out, as in Keesa 
Schreane’s “Appraising God’s 
Property.” 

Body’and race, assimilation 
and alienation are all addressed in 
a range of essays, including Mira 
Jacob’s “My Brown Face,” Bhar- 
gavi C. Mandava’s “To Apu, with 
Love” and Jill Corral’s marvelous 
“Lucy, I’m Home.” 

Two of the most provocative 
and stunning essays in Barbie are 
Diana Courvant’s “Strip!” and 
Nomy Lamm’s “Fishnets, Feather 
Boas and Fat.” Courvant is a tran¬ 
sitioning MTF with a disability, 
and Lamm is a 21-year-old punk 
freak who’s been lecturing on fat 
oppression around the country 
since she was a teenager. Cour¬ 
vant’s essay starts staid and ends 
with a real bang — she certainly 
knocks everything we think about 
female body image, lesbianism 
and sexuality squarely on its non- 
Barbie ass. Lamm uses language 
that shocks to describe her fat self 
and freak pride; the result truly 
makes the reader question the way 
we depict and describe women in 
our culture and what kind of 
body heritage we have construct¬ 
ed for our girls. 

Barbie is a book primarily for 
younger women, but women of 
any age can glean insights into 
how the models — role as well as 
super — we’ve given girls have 
shaped today’s women. It’s not a 
pretty picture, but Barbie presents 
a compelling model for change. T 


Susan Griffin will read from 
What Her Body Thought on 
Tuesday, May 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
at A Different Light, 489 
Castro St. 
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Rock The Boat 

◄ Arts cover 

is the story of how close Hudson 
came to going down with his ship. 

Ship fights 

The ship Hudson chose was no 
prizewinner — nor was its owner 
the nicest guy in the world. After 
spending a small fortune to pre¬ 
pare the ship for its toughest voy¬ 
age, the Captain and his “land¬ 
lord” almost come to blows — in 
fact, there’s a tense scene where 
the ship’s owner literally takes a 
swing at the camera. The audience 
starts wondering if we’re watching 
Around The World in Eighty Days 
or The Wreck of the Mary Deare. 

The task of picking an all HIV¬ 
positive crew proved no less daunt¬ 
ing. Of the dozens of applications 
received, men and a few women, 
only nine would make the cut. 
Hudson, who is seen directly ad¬ 
dressing the camera held by his 
lover, talks out loud about the deci¬ 
sions he faces. “We need a crew that 
can get along. The hardest part was 
having to cut people before we left 
port. You have AIDS, and you’re cut 
from an AIDS boat?!” 

Hudson frets over a man 
named Mike, with two strikes 
against him — an odd personality 
and full-blown AIDS. Hudson 
muses, “God, this is so hard. I’m 
choosing a guy even though I 
don’t like him.” Hudson’s choice at 
first appears to be a bad one, and 
we prepare ourselves for what may 
be a burial at sea. Mike surprises 
everybody, and turns out to the 
hardest working mate on board. 

Rock the Boat's other star is the 
ship’s cook Ted Taylor. A one-time 
Christian missionary who boasts 
of twice meeting Mother Teresa, 
Taylor was recovering from not 
only HIV, but from the pain of 
being twice outed in a small fun¬ 
damentalist town. Almost boasting 
of his lack of seagoing skills, Taylor 
was resigned to his fate in the gal¬ 
ley. “I was volunteered. Who else is 
crazy enough to cook for ten 
smelly guys five times a day? On a 
rolling boat with no dish soap?” 

The ten days or so at sea start 
out on a happy note, as shipboard 
crushes and romances start to 
emerge. Houston’s camera is con¬ 
stantly in everybody’s face, and 
Rock the Boat has the flavor of a 
gay MTV verite soap opera. 
Clever use is made of ship-to-land 
e-mail as a narrative device. As 
base informs the crew that Hurri¬ 
cane Delores is riding their tail, we 
see growing anxiety reflected in 
low-angled shots of the computer 
operator in Los Angeles. E-mail 
also serves as a shipboard diary, 
recording the rising tensions as 
the Pacific shows its ugly face and 
the ship’s crew chooses sides be¬ 
tween the faction led by Captain 
John Plander, who wants to win 
the race at all costs, and those rep¬ 
resented by project leader Hud¬ 
son, who just want to be alive 
when they reach Hawaii. At one 
point, mutiny seems in the offing, 
as Captain Plander curses that he 
will never sail with a bunch of 
“fags” again. 

The lack of planning and rela¬ 
tive inexperience of the crew al¬ 
most prove fatal as the Survivor 
weathers a series of harrowing 
“round-ups”— a condition where 
a speeding sailboat is like a car 
spinning out of control on ice. The 
ship goes over on its side and it 
can founder. The crew is tested to 
the limits of endurance, alternat¬ 
ing catnaps with strenuous duty to 
keep the mast aloft and ship afloat. 
Director/Cameraman Houston 
starts to lose it, too. Weary from 
lack of sleep, “I made a mistake — 
losing a halyard without the clutch 
on. The full force of the spinnaker 
went running through my hand, 


which was sucked into the winch. 
I’m lucky I didn’t lose my fingers.” 

That this all-gay Dames at Sea 
will end happily is in doubt to the 
last moment — a tribute to both 
the scale of the adventure under¬ 
taken by Survivor and the film- 
making skills of Houston and 
Hudson. As they pull into Hon¬ 
olulu harbor, the crew gets a 
glimpse of several ships that did¬ 
n’t make it across — floating, 
mastless hulks — the mere ghost 
of the dreams held by their spon¬ 
sors and crews. Survivor’s glory is 
reflected in the faces of the re¬ 
lieved and happy crew, happy to 
thank their “angels” (the names of 
almost 3,000 deceased PWAs 
painted along Survivor’s hull) and 
bask in the media coverage, espe¬ 
cially of World Cup winner Ted 
Turner’s CNN network. 

At the end, we, too, are proud, 
both of our plucky guys and the 
irrefutable testimony they offer to 
the courage and determination of 
several generations of a commu¬ 
nity that has braved many an un¬ 
charted sea. T 


Rock the Boat opens Friday, 
April 30 at San Francisco’s 
Lumiere Theatre. 



John Plander, Mike Burrelle, Mike Schmidt, Ted Taylor, and Dennis Boecker in Rock the Boat 



America's gay playground, 

where the sunshine spends the winter! 


Your FANTASIES come alive at our NEW LOCATION 
The highest SEXUAL TEMPERATURE allowed by law, 
CLOTHING OPTIONAL, 24 hour heated POOL, 16 man 
JACUZZI, sensual STEAMROOM, GYM & cooling mist. 
Our new and bigger resort offers 28 GUEST ROOMS, 
remote TV's, IN-HOUSE VIDEO CHANNELS, Phones, 
and more! CALL US ABOUTOUR GREATLOWRATES ! 

(j&r *C*A*M*P* 
SPRINGS 

BOOT CAMP was never like this 
(800)793-0063 (760)322-CAMP(2267) 

www.camp-palm-springs.com Fax:(760)322-5699 
1466 N. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262 


Discover the magic of this desert oasis. With the fabled $an Jacinto Mountains as a 
backdrop, enjoy quaint cafes, antique and specialty shops and many fine galleries.. 
Explore the Palm Springs Museum, ride the Aerial Tramway, take a Jeep Adventure into 
the open desert, hike thru ancient Indian Canyons. Experience magical evenings and 
embracing warmth of our endless sunshine. With more than 30 gay hotels and many gay 
restaurants and nightclubs, you'll see why Palm Springs is always listed as one of 
America’s top gay destinations. Come to explore, play or just relax! 

THE CITY Of PALM SPRINGS DIVISION OF TOURISM will send you a free 44 Color 
page Visitors Guide and Gay Guide to Palm Springs (for GAY TRAVEL INFO a$k for 
TRAVEL: PACK #33) (800)347-7746 


Come and experience PARADISE 

A lush oasis awaits you in a friendly and re¬ 
laxed atmosphere. Large heated pool and spa, 
cool mist, video library, central air, kitchens 
and CLOTHING ALWAYS OPTIONAL. Your 
comfort is ensured. Pets welcome on a limited 
basis. 


Come play in our newly expanded and 
TOTALLY NAKED pool and jacuzzi area! 

Welcoming Men and Bears to Palm Springs 
since 1987. Color TV's with in-house movie 
channel, heated pool, jacuzzi and outdoor 
cooling mist. Fun and relaxed atmosphere... 
a good place to meet new friends. 


QUIET, FRIENDLY, RELAXED • 32 Rooms 
CLOTHING OPTIONAL • STEAM • SAUNA • GYM 
50 ft POOL • 16-man SPA • videos • A/C 
refrig • NEW PENTHOUSE STUDIOS • phones 
remote TV • walk to downtown • outdoor mist 
long term/summer discounts 
$59 - S89/night; kitchens $99 -$109 

CANYON BOY'S CLUB 

Palm Springs' Largest Gay Resort (since 1993) 
(800)295-2582 (760)322-4367 

www.CanyonClub.com fax: (760)322-4024 
960 N. Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262 


PARADISE 


A clothing optional resort for men & bears 
www.the550.com 
(800)669-0550 (760)320-7144 

550 Warm Sands Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 


For reservations 
or a color brochure call 
(800)342-7635 (760)320-5650 
615 Warm Sands Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 


"The Most Romantic Gay Resort" (Genre 4/971 

Escape...within the privacy of our beautifully 
landscaped and gated grounds. Nine studio, one 
and two bedroom suites await. Enjoy TV's, 
VCR's, stereo, A/C, kitchens, daily continental 
breakfast and maid service. All just steps from a 
sparkling heated pool and soothing spa. Relax! 


imdulge in our Gay World 

20 rooms and suites surround our 
24-hour heated pool and 10 man jacuzzi 
CLOTHING IS FOREVER OPTIONAL! 
Continental breakfast, afternoon happy hour, 
on site gym, VCR’s, videos, and more! 

iriMdulge 

Palm Qnrinnc 


THE ABBEY: An acre of walled grounds nestled in the 
celebrity enclave of Las Palmas, an Art Deco Gem, a land¬ 
mark, casual opulence and desert elegance From $125. 
HARLOW HAVEN: Classic Spanish hacienda-style bun¬ 
galows set in rambling tropical gardens. Designer suites 
surround the vast pool, spa and gym. From $135. 
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Palm Springs 

‘to pamper, pleasure or gratify oneself* 

(800)833-5675 (760)327-1408 

www.inndulge.com 

601 Grenfall Road, Palm Springs, CA 92264 


Choose from 2 deluxe resorts committed to excellence 
(800)223-4073 (760)323-3977 
www.webworksps.com/harlowch/ 

175 East El Alameda. Palm Springs, CA 92262 


T For reservations or a color brochure 

see your travel agent or call 
(800)732-7555 (760)322-7993 
555 San Lorenzo Road, Palm Springs, CA 92264 
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Cunningham past, present and future 

Merce Cunningham-Dance Company at Zellerbach Hall in Berkeley 





by Matthew Kennedy 


| t must be tough being a chore- 
11 ographer today. They must all 
II be pea green with envy at the 
inventions of Merce Cunning¬ 
ham. After more than fifty years of 
dancemaking, he can still astound 
like no one else, and he can still 
reinvent his own precise mechan¬ 
ical techniques into endless possi¬ 
bilities that fairly take the breath 
away. 

Last weekend, he and his Com¬ 
pany lodged at UC Berkeley’s 
Zellerbach Hall for their annual 
spring residency. The rewards 
were great. First on the Friday pro¬ 
gram was Rune, a revival of his 
1959 dance with decor originally 
by Robert Rauschenberg. As ex¬ 
pected, Rune was a revisit to classic 
Cunningham, dance and music si¬ 
multaneous but disconnected of 
any predictable cause and effect. 
Christian Wolff’s lone piano notes 
were accompanied by crackling, 
hissing and a few notes from a 
harmonica. The backdrop of 
greenery gave way to blue shades 
as the dancers moved with their 
usual startling precision and de¬ 
liberateness. They were given a few 
uncharacteristic upper body un¬ 
dulations and, if an election were 
held today, they would easily win 
the vote for the world’s softest 
landings. They are never less than 
exquisite soldiers of exactitude. 

In a further tribute to his ties 
to Rauschenberg, Cunningham 
brought one of his famous Events 
to Berkeley this year. Composed 
of pieces of other dances brought 
together in one-of-a-kind ways, 
this event was dominated by a 
gorgeous bright Rauschenberg 
painted collage for a backdrop. 
The royal purple unitards of the 
dancers brought attention to the 
hands and feet, while there was a 
goodly amount of rolling, slow 
floor turns and twists. Dancers 
changed into black jumpsuits and 
scattered about in silly birdlike 


LINES Contemporary Ballet's Xavier Ferla and Debra Rose 


movements that were at humor¬ 
ous odds with the strangely mor¬ 
bid ambiance. Cunningham 
rarely uses props, but in this Event 
he had his dancers drag each 
other about on large pieces of 
cloth, evoking both a magic car¬ 
pet and the untouchable work of 
executioners. A lilting, scat¬ 
singing female voice was heard, 
along with something akin to a 
lunatic transistor radio. 

Triple play 

The Berkeley engagement was 
triply blessed with Cunningham’s 
generosity last Friday. An Event 
often takes up a full evening, but 
he delivered a classic and a world 
premiere, too. As for the virgin 
BIPED, it was a dance to cherish. 
It was unveiled to an audience 
very nearly quivering in unison at 
its beauty. With a humming, med¬ 
itative score by protean British 
composer Gavin Bryars, BIPED 
opens with dancers in metallic 
shorts and unitards that catch pri¬ 
mary colors like a hologram. The 
stage is divided by scenic design¬ 
ers Shelley Eshkar and Paul 
Kaiser’s lit vertical lines along the 


Members of Merce Cunningham Dance Co. in Event for Berkeley. 


back. A thin scrim covers the 
front, as overhead light fades and 
returns like the sun peeking 
through storm clouds. 

Cunningham has been playing 


with computers and digital tech¬ 
nology for years, and his hobby 
has finally blossomed into some¬ 
thing great. Using Character Stu¬ 
dio R2, a motion capture software 


program, three of his dancers 
have been transposed into digital 
images. They become spectral 
skeletons moving on the scrim, 
then disappearing behind long 
shafts of light, shrinking and 
growing like a vision from the 
movies. Sometimes they are a 
cluster of busy dots, sometimes 
they are a scramble of small 
squares. Sometimes lines of light 
descend from the scrim like thin 
autumn leaves. But Cunningham 
never indulges his experiments 
with gimmickry or cuteness. 
Alongside the virtual dancers, the 
live action dancers remain com¬ 
pelling under the stagelights. 

Each new digital image felt like 
a gift from above. Amazingly, they 
appeared as celebrations of dance 
without being dance. They ap¬ 
peared as magic visions from an¬ 
other world. Overstated, you 
might say, yet this was no Gene 
Kelly dancing alongside Jerry the 
mouse. And forget computers that 
give us bloodthirsty dinosaurs 
and grotesque car wrecks. BIPED 
was perhaps the most artistically 
elegant and eloquent use of digital 
technology yet. T 


Moving through upheaval 

LINES Contemporary Ballet at YBC 


Garden This 


though Lauren Porter, promoted 
from apprentice to company 
member this season, is a very 
beautiful dancer, she has yet to 
embody the nuances that distin¬ 
guish a LINES dancer. 

In the men’s department, the 
situation is worse. Gregory Daw¬ 
son and Brian Chung are the long¬ 
term survivors. Xavier Ferla, who 
joined the company last fall, is a 
very impressive dancer who has 
been able to create his own place 
in the company. Newcomers Ed¬ 
uardo Cuerto and Christian Burns 
make admirable attempts to fill 
the gaps led by Yannis Adoniou’s 
departure, and Ryan Brooke Tay¬ 
lor, although he is no longer a reg¬ 
ular member of LINES, flew in to 
perform in the role he created last 
page 40 ► 


New expanded sunning area. 

; 


by Aimee Ts’ao 


i f you are already a fan of 
LINES Contemporary Ballet or 
have always been meaning to 
go, now is the time. Otherwise you 
will have to wait an entire year 
until their next home season, as 
funding cuts have forced them to 
cancel their fall season. LINES is 
currently celebrating its 17th year 
with performances at Yerba Buena 


Center for the Arts Theater 
through May 2, including the 
world premiere of Artistic Director 
Alonzo King’s Shostakovich String 
Quartet, a reprise of last fall’s hit 
Who Dressed You Like a Foreigner?, 
also choreographed by King to the 
music of Zakir Hussain, and Sings 
and Wonders from the repertory. 

The life of a dance company is 
similar to the lives of ordinary 
people. There are the usual mile¬ 
stones: birth, childhood, adoles- 


Come Find a 
New Friend 
in Our 


cence, middle age, a decline into 
old age, and finally death. In addi¬ 
tion to the daily ups and downs, 
there are also lengthy periods of 
difficulty or smooth sailing. Last 
fall, the company seemed poised, 
ready to really take off. Then, sud¬ 
denly, things changed. In a small 
company of a dozen dancers, it 
doesn’t take much to throw things 
off. Three women are no longer 
dancing with LINES — Summer 
Lee Rhatigan and Nora Heiber re¬ 
tired, and Melanie Henderson is 
out on maternity leave. Fortu¬ 
nately, Chiharu Shibata, who orig¬ 
inally joined LINES in 1989, re¬ 
turned to the company after a 
brief stint with the Joffrey Ballet, 
but veterans Debra Rose and Ma¬ 
rina Hotchkiss were left to shoul¬ 
der most of the artistic load. Al¬ 


WATERGARDEN 

CAY AND BISEXUAL 
MEN'S CLUB & BATHS 

1010 THE ALAMEDA 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 
(4 0 8) 2 7 5-1215 

WWW.TH E WAT E RG A RDEN.COM 
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by Stephanie von Buchau 

H n an area flaming with divas 

— from Sharon Stone and 
H Frederica von Stade to Robin 
Williams and Michael Tilson 
Thomas — no star is currently 
burning as brightly as that of 
prima ballerina Evelyn Cisneros. 
San Francisco Ballet honors the 
retirement of its senior dancer on 
Sunday, May 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
War Memorial Opera House with 
“A Celebration of Dance: Evelyn 
Cisneros.” Cisneros will dance 
Balanchine’s Rubies, the Ernesto 
Nazareth solo, Confidencias, that 
Helgi Tomasson set for her in 
1986, and Princess Aurora in the 
third act of Sleeping Beauty. 

On Wednesday, May 5, KQED 
(Channel 9) precedes the tape- 
delay of Peter Martins’ Sleeping 
Beauty production from New 
York City Ballet with a half-hour 
television documentary written, 
directed and produced by Linda 
Schaller, called “Evelyn Cisneros: 
Moving On!” Schaller’s video is 
one-third archival performances, 
some never seen in public, of Cis¬ 
neros dancing, with the rest di¬ 
vided between following the bal¬ 
lerina through class and rehearsal 
(including Mark Morris’ new 
Sandpiper Ballet ) and interviews 
with Tomasson, Val Caniparoli, 
Joanna Berman, Tony Randazzo 
(Cisneros’ longtime partner, now 
retired) and Morris, who remarks 
that Evelyn has made herself into 
a quintessential “American balle¬ 
rina.” 

Why all this activity surround¬ 
ing the retirement of a dancer 
who has starred for SFB so long 
she’s in danger of being taken for 
granted? First of all, with that 
blinding smile and queenly air, 
Cisneros would be difficult to take 
for granted at any time. And now, 
nearing her 40s, this Hispanic- 
American dancer from Southern 
California wants to start a family 
with dancer-husband Stephen 
Legate (one of SFB’s best part¬ 


ners); the rigors of maintaining a 
super-thin ballerina’s physique are 
not conducive to motherhood. 

Besides, Cisneros has been 
dancing for three decades if you 
consider all those days when she 
started school at 7:30 a.m., earned 
free lessons at ballet school by 
teaching tap dance, took her own 
classes and then attended re¬ 
hearsals in Los Angeles at Pacific 
Ballet Theatre, falling exhausted 
into bed around midnight. “I 
couldn’t have done it without my 
mother,” Cisneros recalls; that 
lady, from whom the ballerina 
gets her dramatic flair, resolutely 
drove her dance-mad teen all over 
Southern California, proving that 
not all dance Moms are a pain in 
the butt like Mama Rose. 

After the drama 

In addition to anticipating a 
well-earned rest and a real private 
life, Cisneros has been exploring 
her future, everything from teach¬ 
ing dance and staging ballets by 
Val Caniparoli (she just mounted 
his popular Lambarena in South 
Africa) to fundraising (she could 
see herself in SFB’s development 
department) and community 
outreach, such as working with 
Hispanic girls in need of mentor¬ 
ing. This mature, thoughtful ap¬ 
proach to life-after-performing is 
partly a result of the conflicts that 
arose when the San Francisco Bal¬ 
let suffered a traumatic upheaval 
in 1984. 

Cisneros was never a dumb 
bunny like many talented but 
blank ballerinas, yet she admits 
that the events that saw SFB co¬ 
director Michael Smuin ousted in 
favor of Helgi Tomasson helped 
mature her in a hurry. For Cis¬ 
neros was essentially Smuin’s cre¬ 
ation. “He gave me so much, and 
I think that without him I would 
not be in the position I am today,” 
Cisneros says. When she joined 
SFB in 1977, Smuin was struck by 
her individuality and dramatic 
promise. Always a creator of over- 
the-top melodramas, he made the 
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Swan song for an American ballerina 

Evelyn Cisneros retires from SF Ballet 


role of the Native American girl 
violated by brutal white troopers 
in A Song for Dead Warriors 
specifically for Evelyn. She soared 
to national prominence when the 
piece was televised on PBS. 

When Smuin’s contract was 
not renewed, Cisneros did not 
allow her loyalty to the choreog¬ 
rapher to spoil her career. Rather 
than do something stupid like giv¬ 
ing impassioned but ill-consid¬ 
ered interviews to the press, Cis¬ 
neros kept her own counsel, 
worked through the personal dis¬ 
tress of losing a mentor in tumul¬ 
tuous circumstances, and tried to 
live up to Tomasson’s exacting 
classical standards. 

This, of course, was the crux of 
the Smuin departure, and the va¬ 
lidity of the claims against his 
style were proven by the full- 
length works that Tomasson 
mounted, Swan Lake and Sleeping 
Beauty. In the Smuin era, neither 
the company nor Cisneros was 
strong enough technically to sus¬ 
tain these classics. If I may quote 
from my 1990 review of the Sleep¬ 
ing Beauty premiere, which 
starred Cisneros as Princess Auro¬ 
ra, “The Rose Adagio, with its 
eight one-toe balances, may be the 
pinnacle of Cisneros’ career in San 
Francisco. She was flawless, hold¬ 
ing those balances until the audi¬ 
ence began to squeal with plea¬ 
sure.” 

Asked if all that turmoil was 
good for her personally or for her 
career, Cisneros reflects, “We are 
meant to grow and develop. I am 


Evelyn Cisneros in Sleeping Beauty (1990) 


who I am because of those experi¬ 
ences, however painful they may 
have been at the time. I could have 
approached them negatively, but I 
really believe that everything is 
meant to happen the way it does, 
and you never get more put on 
your plate than you can handle.” 

She goes on, laughing, “I don’t 
feel like an old lady now, yet I have 
protective, maternal feelings for 
those youngsters in the company 
whom I’ve watched, literally, grow 
up from little kids in Nutcracker. 
If I can help them with advice or 
just by listening to their dreams 


and troubles, I want to do it. I feel 
I have a responsibility to that gen¬ 
eration, to pass on what I’ve 
learned, not just about dancing.” 

We’ll miss Evelyn Cisneros on 
stage, but I don’t think she’s going 
very far away from her beloved 
San Francisco Ballet. ▼ 


SF Ballet presents Evelyn 
Cisneros: A Celebration of 
Dance on Sunday, May 9 at 
7:30 p.m. at the War Memorial 
Opera House. For tickets, $25- 
$150, call 865-2000. 
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attention 


■H^Hpr Our new multi 
aiien cartSo, Precon, Cybex, 
lantum and Nautilus equipped 


:'s open 24 hours daily, 
an work out when you 
you want. 


NOW PLAYING! 


LIVE EROTIC 

JACK OFF SHOWS * 


MON -THUR: 12:30-2:30-6:00-8:30PM 
FRI: 12:30-2:30-6:00-7:30-9:00-11:00PM 
SATURDAY: 1:00-4:00-7:30-9:00-11:00PM 
SUNDAY: 1:00-4:00-6:00-8:30PM 

PERFORMER! 

EARN CASH WAGES AND TRIPS FOR AN AVERAGE OF 20 MIN. 
SHOWS. IF YOU HAVE IT AND CAN DO IT ASK FOR AN AUDITION. I 


Diva supreme in all her glory 


had become a “canary” show-off 
part into potent drama. Post- 
World War II opera would never 
be the same again. 

Under the guidance of her hus¬ 
band, industrialist Giovanni Bat¬ 
tista Meneghini, she accepted en¬ 
gagements in Mexico City, Buenos 
Aires, Rio de Janeiro, and through¬ 
out Italy, but set her sites on Milan’s 
La Scala, where the young, velvet¬ 
voiced Renata Tebaldi was creating 
a sensation in Aida and verisimo 
roles like Maddalena in Andrea 
Chenier. In fact, Callas replaced an 
ailing Tebaldi for two perfor¬ 
mances of Aida, but La Scala’s gen¬ 
eral administrator, Antonio Ghir- 
inghelli, did not like her and kept 
delaying her “official” debut. 

Callas prevailed, opening the 
1951-52 La Scala season as Elena 
in Verdi’s I Vespri Siciliani, daz¬ 
zling the Milanese with her aston¬ 
ishing technique and dramatic 
power. Tebaldi’s position as 
Queen of La Scala had been chal¬ 
lenged, and a small coterie of her 
admirers, known as Tebaldinis, 
would hiss Callas from the far bal¬ 
conies, although they were 
drowned out by the rest of the 
wildly cheering audience. Natu¬ 
rally, Callas’ devotees responded 
in kind. (Can you imagine such 
fanaticism today? Alas, no!) 
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fall in Who Dressed You Like a For¬ 
eigner? It is certainly a credit to the 
entire company and Alonzo King 
that the performance I saw this 
past weekend succeeded as much 
as it did despite such upheaval. 
The dancers themselves are physi¬ 
cally gorgeous. The women, with 
their long legs, arched feet, sculpt¬ 
ed faces and sinewy arms, and the 
men, with their chiseled torsos 
and elegant lines, are all strong 
dancers who should be seen just 
for the joy of seeing beautiful 
dancers. 

Off balance 

King’s Shostakovich String 
Quartet, to music of the same 
name, No. 15, Opus 144, and 
lighting by Lisa Pinkham, perhaps 
unconsciously reflects the current 
state of the company. It opens 
with a solo for Xavier Ferla, 
stretching until he falls off bal¬ 
ance. He is joined by Marina 
Hotchkiss and Lauren Porter, who 
seem to watch him with a certain 
detachment. Then the two 
women dance with each other 
while ignoring Ferla. When they 
finally acknowledge him, it is to 
restrain and bully him a bit. 


OPEN 9:00am to 2:00 am DAILY (FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 22 HOURS.) 


by Tavo Amador 


Maria Callas, Sacred Monster by 
Stelios Galatopoulos; Simon & 
Schuster, $35 

I f a newcomer to opera, know¬ 
ing nothing about its current 
or former divas, walked into a 
music store and surveyed the of¬ 
ferings, she would conclude that 
Maria Callas was the biggest star 
singing today. Only if this neo¬ 
phyte read the compact disc labels 
would she realize that the record¬ 
ings had been made three or four 
decades ago. 

Callas died in 1977, not yet 54 
years old. Except for an ill-advised 
concert tour with Giuseppe di 
Stefano in 1973-74, she had not 
sung publicly since 1965. Yet the 
impact she had on opera was and 
remains huge. She is the touch¬ 
stone against which subsequent 
sopranos have been compared. 
The circumstances of her life — 
the feuds with opera houses, the 
rivalry with Renata Tebaldi, the 
battles with her mother, the affair 
with Aristotle Onassis, the prema¬ 
ture decline in her vocal gifts, and 
the fanaticism of her fans — are 
the stuff of melodrama and have 
been so portrayed by Terrence 
McNally in two plays, Master 
Class and The Lisbon Traviata. 

Since her death, several tomes 
of biographies, quasi-autobiogra¬ 
phies, coffee table volumes, and 


others providing details about 
each performance and recording 
have been published. Now comes 
Stelios Galatopoulos’ Maria 
Callas, Sacred Monster, which 
combines the best of the previous 
books and benefits from the au¬ 
thor’s long friendship with Callas, 
their conversations concerning 
her art and life, and his personal 
recollections of her performances. 

Born in New York to Greek 
immigrant parents, she returned 
with her family to the ancestral 
homeland, studied singing at the 
Athens Conservatory, made her 
debut at 15 as Santozza in Cava- 
lieria Rusticana, struggled finan¬ 
cially during the Nazi occupation 
of Greece, but let nothing inter¬ 
fere with her training. 

Tall but overweight, possessing 
a huge voice with a two-and-one- 
half octave range, she had the 
good fortune to study with retired 
Spanish diva Elvira de Hidalgo, 
who recognized that her pupil 
had a rare gift: a dramatic sopra¬ 
no d’agilita — that is, a big voice 
with the flexibility and agility to 
sing bel canto. The importance of 
de Hidalgo, among the last classi¬ 
cally trained singers, can not be 
overstated: she passed on to Callas 
the techniques used by such leg¬ 
endary 19th-century divas as 
Giudetta Pasta (the original 
Norma) and Maria Malibran. 

Beyond canary roles 

Callas began by singing heavy 


Maria Callas 


roles like Ponchielli’s La Gioconda 
(her 1947 debut at Verona) and 
Wagner’s Isolde. But in 1949, 
shortly after a successful Isolde, 
she stunned the Italian opera 
world by learning in short order 
the role of Elvira in Bellini’s I Pu- 
ritani, creating a sensation at 
Venice’s La Fenice. Not since Lotte 
Lehmann had a singer shown 
such range in two extraordinarily 
demanding but very different 
parts. Callas not only sang the 
complex coloratura role of Elvira, 
she acted it with remarkable in¬ 
sight and intensity, turning what 


$5.00 EARLYBIRD SPECIAL • FREE LOCKERS . 4 MOVIES SHOWING ON THE MAIN SCREEN. 

SPECIAL Admission (S10.CO REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT! REQUIRED). 4 MOVIES SHOWING IN THE BACK LOUNGE. 

Monday thru Friday • RETURN PASSES $2.00 EACH • 2 MOVIES CHANGE EVERY MONDAY. 

9:00am to 10:00am ONLY (ONE PASS PER ENTRY). 2 MOVIES CHANGE EVERY FRIDAY. 


145 Eddy St. (between Mason and Taylor Sts.) 

one block from MUNI and BART 
HALLIDI Plaza Station. INFO. TEL: 885-9887 


Callas herself dismissed the 
feud, correctly saying that until 
Tebaldi had sung roles like Norma 
and Medea, as well as the roles they 
had in common (Aida, Maddalena, 
Tosca ), the comparisons were silly. 
However, after Tebaldi’s failure as 
Violetta in La Traviata (the first act 
fioritura defeated her), Callas in¬ 
sisted that La Scala mount a new 
production of Verdi’s classic for 
her, which they did and in which 
she had an unqualified triumph. 

Galatopoulos chronicles 
Callas’ glory years in the ’50s and 
early ’60s, discusses the astonish¬ 
ing weight loss that transformed 
her from a coarse-looking woman 
to a glamorous beauty; talks can¬ 
didly about the beginning of her 
vocal problems in 1959, the col¬ 
lapse of her voice in the 1960s, 
and her often public fights with 
her horrifying mother; and puts 
to rest the rumors of her homo¬ 
phobia. The last centered around 
the openly gay Luchino Visconti, 
whose productions at La Scala 
showcased Callas as nothing else 
ever did. It was not his homosex¬ 
uality that she disliked on a per¬ 
sonal level, but his vulgarity and 
coarseness. Hence, her reluctance 
to socialize with him. 

The author also puts the entire 
Onassis affair in perspective, 
proving that Callas did not sacri¬ 
fice her career for him, and de¬ 
molishing Arianna Stassinopou- 
los’ (now Huffington) spurious 
claim that he forced her to abort 
their child. 

The book has a complete 
discography and a chronology of 
her performances, and is lavishly 
illustrated, showing Callas in vir¬ 
tually every role she sang. Its only 
disappointment is in not living up 
to the subtitle: except for her (un¬ 
derstandable) fury in dealing with 
her mother, Callas is never shown 
as a monster. Instead, we meet a 
dedicated artist who, like most of 
us, did not always behave perfect¬ 
ly. She comes across as candid, 
reasonable, ambitious, proud, and 
warm, if essentially lonely. 

Galatopoulos makes her less 
the melodramatic diva of myth 
and more of a real woman, which 
is quite an achievement. ▼ 


Debra Rose then has a solo deep 
with insight into King’s unique 
vocabulary. She is the Rosetta 
stone, a pivotal translator, making 
sense of what could easily seem to 
be gratuitous movement. After 
dancing with LINES for 15 years, 
Rose has evolved into a dancer 
who can meld King’s idiosyn¬ 
crasies and her own personal 
quirks into a seamless synthesis of 
the choreographer’s intention and 
the dancer’s interpretation. 

The peak of this piece is a pas 
de deux danced by Chiharu Shiba- 
ta and Brian Chung. Both dancers’ 
sensitivity to creating, extending 
and even twisting lines produces a 
stunning sculptural intertwining. 
The final section is for Eduardo 
Cuerto, Hotchkiss, Maurya Kerr, 
Kathleen Mitchell, Porter and 
Rose. Although the combination 
of one man and five women 
would normally suggest the man 
as the center with surrounding 
corps de ballet, refreshingly this is 
not the case. Instead, they are six 
equals who alternate dancing solos 
with being part of the group. Each 
has a chance to show her own par¬ 
ticular strengths, while still re¬ 
maining part of the whole. The 
scenic design was in that spare 
postmodern vein, with costumes 
in almost sickly hues of pale green, 
next page ► 
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20 LIVE SHOWS DAILY 

MSCO S HOTTEST GUYS AND VIDEO STARS 


NOB HILL 


ADULT THEATRE 


FAMOUS FROM THE SAY WE OPFHFD 


CELEBRATING OUR 30TH YEAR 


REDUCED ADMISSION FOR TICKETS PURCHASED BEFORE 12PM 


French varietal 


Singer Julien Clerc's first American tour 


LINES 
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yellow and gray against a mustard 
gold background and lighting that 
made their skin almost match, or 
else appear too pink. I wish that 
there had been enough funds to 
provide live music, which always 
adds immeasurably to any perfor¬ 
mance. 

As in last season, Who Dressed 
You...? was the evening’s high 
point, except for some very unto- 
gether ensemble work by the men. 
The piece proves once again that 
dancers need a number of perfor¬ 
mances to explore and polish their 
roles. Ryan Brooke Taylor, in spite 
of jet lag and little rehearsal, 
dances with a focused sensuality 
that is instantly engaging. Grego¬ 
ry Dawson and Ferla are beautiful, 


as are the women. The final sec¬ 
tion, “Ma,” is radiantly performed 
by Hotchkiss, for whom even the 
simplest gesture is executed with 
artistic care, and Christian Burns, 
who does remarkably well for his 
first time in the role. But I still find 
the lack of connection with the 
previous five sections baffling, as 
well as the “snow” falling just be¬ 
fore the curtain. 

Go to LINES while you have 
the chance this year. Hopefully, 
when the company returns to 
Yerba Buena in Spring 2000, they 
will have successfully regrouped 
and be better than ever. ▼ 


LINES Contemporary Ballet 
perform through May 2 at 
Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts. Tickets are $12-30. Call 
978-2787. 


by Tony Montague 


, s t was May 1968 — a month of 
great social and political up- 
1: heaval in France, and in Paris 
particularly, as students took to the 
streets to challenge the govern¬ 
ment of Charles de Gaulle. At the 
very time that paving stones in the 
Latin Quarter were being ripped 
up to build barricades, a young 
singer from the suburbs brought 
out his first 45 rpm record. His 
debut should have been eclipsed by 
the momentous events of the day; 
instead, one line from the song — 
“J’abolirai I’ennui” (I’ll abolish 
boredom) — seemed to embody 
the very spirit of the protest. La 
Cavalerie received major radio 
play, and the career of Julien Clerc 
was launched. 

Within a few weeks, the revolt 
had fizzled out. The students were 
back in class, the workers in their 
factories — but Clerc had at least 
permanently abolished boredom 
in his own life. He would soon 
perform at the Olympia, France’s 
premier concert hall; put out a 
string of hit singles; and be given a 
leading role in the Paris produc¬ 
tion of the rock musical Hair. A 
big fan of the Beatles and English 
pop, Clerc became associated with 
the counterculture. As a singer, 
however, he was rooted in the 
world of French variete (a blend of 
pop and the chansonnier tradition 
of Jacques Brel and Edith Piaf). 

The luxuriant brown locks and 
the flared pants are long gone, but 
‘Juju,’ as he is affectionately 
known by his legions of fans, has 
lasted. His romantic and beauti¬ 
fully-crafted songs have made 
Clerc one of France’s most popu¬ 
lar recording artists of all time, 
and a huge national heartthrob. 
And Clerc has admirers in high 
places. In 1994, he was invited by 
Francis Mitterand to perform at 
the Elysee Palace, where the for¬ 
mer French president obliquely 
remarked: “You don’t spread 
yourself too thinly, that’s good.” 

“I think he felt that, like certain 
politicians, I’ve been able to main¬ 
tain my focus — even if, at times, 
that’s meant facing unpopularity,” 
explains the genial Clerc, on the 
line from Salon-de-Provence, near 
Marseille. “The external signs of 
success have never mattered much. 
What does matter to me ultimate¬ 
ly is to be loved for the quality of 
my music. I’ve always tried to be a 
free man with respect to the image 
people might have of me. My mu¬ 
sical tastes are very eclectic, and my 
records reflect that.” 


Julien Clerc 


Very Veloso 

It’s hard to find an English 
equivalent to Julien Clerc. David 
Bowie comes to mind, though 
there are significant differences — 
Clerc is not a rocker, though he’s 
played and written his share of 
rock music. He’s closer to a figure 
such as Latin tropicalismo star 
Caetano Veloso, who also com¬ 
poses memorable melodies in a 
popular vein. But, unlike the po¬ 
etic Veloso (an artist he greatly re¬ 
spects), Clerc never writes his own 
lyrics. “Unfortunately I don’t have 
that talent,” Clerc laments. “My 
tunes always await someone else’s 
words. It’s actually a great plea¬ 
sure for me to see what they’ve 
put to my music.” 

The inability to write lyrics 
may ironically be one of the se¬ 
crets of Clerc’s longevity as a mu¬ 
sician. He’s able to stay fresh by 
drawing on a roster of the finest 
lyricists currently working in 
France — Etienne Roda-Gil, Jean- 
Loup [sic] Dabadie, David Mc¬ 
Neil, Fran^oise Hardy, and others. 
And his most recent album, sim¬ 
ply entitled Julien, even features a 
poem written in the early 19th 
century by poetess Marceline Des- 
borde-Valmore, set to music. 
Asked what he looks for in a lyri¬ 
cist, he responds: “For him to sur¬ 
prise me,” repeating the words 
twice for emphasis. 

Clerc has tried singing in Eng¬ 
lish, but felt the experiment was 
not a success. “When I was signed 
up by Virgin [his present record 
company], Richard Branson said to 
me: ‘It’s too bad you were born 
French’—a charming remark!” re¬ 
calls Clerc, with a laugh. “What he 
meant was that if I’d been born an 
Anglophone, my career as a singer 
would have enjoyed more of a 
global dimension. He said I should 
try doing something in English. It 


was a very difficult experience for 
me. I speak the language reason¬ 
ably well, but whereas if I read 
French lyrics I can tell quickly if 
they’re good or bad — I can appre¬ 
ciate the visible and the invisible 
subtleties — I’m incapable of 
doing that with English lyrics. I un¬ 
derstood once and for all that you 
must keep to your own tongue.” 

So when Clerc comes to San 
Francisco to play at the Alliance 
Fran^aise on Friday, April 30, he’ll 
be singing in French only. But the 
expressive qualities of his music 
and his voice, with its characteris¬ 
tic vibrato, and his clarity of artic¬ 
ulation should break down any 
language barriers. 

It will be the 51-year-old 
artist’s first visit to the United 
States and English Canada. And 
whereas he normally tours with a 
full band, Clerc — who plays 
piano on some numbers — will 
just have two accompanists. “I’ve 
never played in such an intimate 
setting, and I’m really looking for¬ 
ward to it,” Clerc confides. “What 
I really value as a performer is 
contact with my audience. All the 
important things that have hap¬ 
pened to me in life have come 
from being onstage, so I’m really 
looking forward to this tour. My 
only hope is that I’ll be able to 
reach people — and that I’ll be in¬ 
vited back. Oh, and I’m also keen 
to make a better acquaintance 
with your West Coast wines — 
good wine helps to abolish bore¬ 
dom, too!” ▼ 


Free anonymous HIV testing: 

1st Thurs, 8:30-10:30pm 
3rd Friday, 10pm-l2:30am 

BLOW Free STD check-ups: 

BUDDIES every 2nd Thurs, 8-10pm 
— upstairs, 933 Harrison 
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Zoo blues 

■ atin America and I have had a 
long love affair. The first time I 
■■ ventured anywhere on my own 
was to the Andes. I’ve lived at times in 
Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia. As an ex¬ 
plorer and naturalist (not naturjst, 
though I’m not averse to shedding 
clothes outdoors), I’ve beheld Andean 
condors from just a few feet away on 
the coast of Peru; played with a pet 
capybara in an Amazonian village, and 
gone night-stalking for creatures high 
in the canopy of a virgin rainforest. 

Pm glad none of those animals 
were confined to zoos. Zoos depress 
me. Captive animals depress me (I 
confess I used to keep reptiles captive 
as a kid). 

The extinction of species depresses 
me more. I’ve seen habitats lost to de¬ 
velopment world-wide. I’ve written 
countless articles on the destruction of 
nature, the facts of which depressed 
me so much I decided to take up a 
whole new writing career (which ex¬ 
plains why Pm here at the B.A.R.). 

While I may not like zoos very 
much. I’ve come to respect the good 
ones, those with a sincere dedication to 
harboring threatened and endangered 
species. That’s why Pm alerting you 
now to the new exhibit opening at the 
San Francisco Zoo, “Bridge to the 
South,” which celebrates the rich biodi¬ 
versity of Latin America. A 19,000- 
square-foot mixed-species exhibit fea¬ 
tures many of Latin America’s indige¬ 
nous wildlife, including a giant anteater, 
a rare Baird’s tapir, capybaras and 
“Oscar,” a 46-year-old Andean condor. 

Most modern zoos are marketed as 
entertainments for the whole family 
(and visiting them can be screaming- 
kid hell). In this, they echo the gross 
practices observed by megalomaniacal 
kings and caliphs in days of yore, who 
used to display exotic animals as sym¬ 
bols of wealth and might. 

But the real value of zoos in mod¬ 
ern times, apart from limited scientif¬ 
ic research and a modicum of public 
education, is to serve as arks at a time 
when nature is everywhere under at¬ 
tack. As habitats are depleted, leaving 
species nowhere to go, zoos are a last 
refuge. One hopes that someday the 
captive animals or their descendants 
might be released to newly restored 
habitat. That’s a huge wish, but one 
worth keeping. T 


The San Francisco Zoo is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, located at 
Sloat Blvd. at the Pacific Ocean. 
For more info, phone 753-7080. 
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National AIDS 
Memorial Grove 

Arbor Day at the Grove, fea¬ 
turing remarks from represen¬ 
tatives of the National AIDS 
Memorial Grove and Friends 
of the Urban Forest. Planting 
of a redwood tree in honor of 
those lost to AIDS in the past 
year. Free. 11:30am. Located 
in Golden Gate Park at the in¬ 
tersection of Bowling Green 
Drive & Middle Drive East. 

Gump’s SF 

Men's Associated Exchanged 
(MAX) hosts a benefit TGIF, 
with Grand Diva Carole Cook, 
open bar & martini bars, hors 
d'oeuvres, door prizes, mini 
silent auction, and special live 
auction for a New York the¬ 
ater weekend. Benefits the 
Richmond/Ermet AIDS Foun¬ 
dation's musical fundraiser, 
"Help is on the Way V: A 
Salute to Sondheim," to be 
staged at the Palace of Fine 
Arts on 8/2. $20 door. 6:30- 
8:30pm. 135 Post St. 

ATA Gallery 

A "Scratch-N-Sniff" extrava¬ 
ganza, presented by Adam In¬ 
dustry. Featuring huge Scent- 
0-Matic™ scratch-n-sniff 
paintings (for sale cheap). 
Viewers encouraged to take a 
whiff. Further entertainment 
by drag diva Lady Trudi Va, 
with DJs Shu Amour and 
Duroc. $5. 8pm. Artist's Tele¬ 
vision Access, 992 Valencia 
St. (at 21st). 824-3890. 

Robert Koch Gallery 

Opening receptions: "Moun¬ 
tains Outside/Mountains In¬ 
side," featuring works by 
Johan van der Keuken, and 
"Dora Maar & Her Circle." 
Free. 5-7pm. 49 Geary St. 
421-0122 

SoMar Cultural Center 

Asian American Theater Com¬ 
pany presents "Pieces of the 
Quilt," original short plays on 
the AIDS epidemic. Featuring 
live performance, song, music 
and mixing. $12 ($10 stu¬ 
dents/seniors). 8pm. Also on 
5/1. 934 Brannan St. 440- 
5545. 

New Conservatory 
Theatre Center 

The Nanjing Race, a cross- 
cultural drama by Reggie 


Cheong-Leen, directed by Ar¬ 
turo Catricala. Hidden agen¬ 
das and passion clash in this 
play about sexual preference, 
social reality, race, and blind 
ambition. $20. 8pm. Thru 
5/8. 25 Van Ness Ave. 861- 
8972. 

A Traveling Jewish 
Theatre 

"Shtick! — A Queer Play on 
Jewish Vaudeville," written 
and performed by Sara 
Felder. Directed by Jayne 
Wenger. In this work in 
progress, Felder draws upon 
her circus experience and 12 
years of creating theater to 
embrace a queer Yiddishkeit, 
a reinterpretation of Yiddish 
culture hospitable to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen- 
dered Jews. A mosaic of 
comic clowning and satire. 
$20. 8pm (2pm & 7pm Sun¬ 
days). Thru 5/30. 470 Florida 
St. (at 17th & Mariposa). 
399-1809. 

New Langton Arts 

Composer and producer Se¬ 
bastian Robin Craig pre¬ 
miere's his new work, Pluto, 
a "still opera" (minus elabo¬ 
rate stage sets and costumes) 
following the story of a man 
sent to hell for killing his 


pregnant lover. She cannot 
ascend to heaven until she 
confronts him in hell. $12 
($10 students/seniors). 8pm. 
1246 Folsom St. (btwn. 8th 
& 9th). 626-5416. 


? at 

Dolores Park 

"Reclaim May Day/Reclaim 
San Francisco," a giant festi¬ 
val and street procession cele¬ 
brating International Workers 
Day and the ancient Celtic 
holiday Beltane. Featuring a 
picnic, May Pole Dance, the 
SF Mime Troup, Art & Revo¬ 
lution Convergence, a 100-ft. 
long graffiti mural, Aztec 
dancers, Hip Hop, folk music, 
spoken word, a pageant 
withl5-ft. tall puppets, and 
much more. The event culmi¬ 
nates in a street procession 
with puppets, music, dance 
and singing. Valet bike park¬ 
ing by the SF Bike Coalition. 
Supported by Rainbow Gro¬ 
cery. llam-4:3pm. Info: 339- 
7801. 

Strybing Arboretum 

Northern California's largest 
plant sale, the 32nd Annual 
Spring Sale. More than 
20,000 exceptional plants, 
many of which are unavail¬ 
able from local nurseries and 
garden centers, offered for 
reasonable prices. All suitable 
for Bay Area growing. Succu¬ 
lents, cacti, exotic vines, her¬ 
itage roses, Australian 
shrubs, and much more. Stry¬ 
bing Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens, Ninth Ave. at Lin¬ 
coln Way, Golden Gate Park. 
Info: 661-3090. 

Josie’s Cabaret 

Helen Moulder and Rose 
Beauchamp perform in The 
Legend Returns, an opera 
spoof. About a flamboyant 
opera star and her slightly 
frustrated acompanist. Fea¬ 
turing material "from Verdi 
to virginity, from contralti to 
castrati — a very eunuch ex¬ 
perience!" Directed by 
Michael Wilson. $15. ($12 
Sun.). Thru 5/16.3583 16th 
St. 861-7933. 

Main Public Library 

108 video titles from Frame¬ 
line's SF Int'l Lesbian and 
Gay Film Festival will be 
placed on library shelves be- 



"The Manufacture of Headless Babies" by Michael 
Purcell, at Sweet Inspiration. See Thursday. 



Dance photo¬ 
graphs by 
Andy Mogg will 
be on exhibit at 
Mad Magda's. 
See Monday. 


ginning today, most available 
for viewing in the library or at 
home. The collection includes 
many short, artsy, experimen¬ 
tal or otherwise marginalized 
films and videos by up-and- 
coming filmmakers, previous¬ 
ly obtainable only from 
Frameline. San Francisco 
Public Library, Main Branch, 
Civic Center. 

Public Library, Harvey 
Milk Branch 

On display: an exhibit of clas¬ 
sic gay images presented in 
the straight and gay media 
from 1938 to present. In¬ 
cludes photos from publica¬ 
tions such as Male, a 1950s 
magazine, and editions of 
Look, Time, and Newsweek. 
Plus an examination of how 
Pride marches, once struggled 
for, are now presented in the 
media as events to be en¬ 
dured. Thru June 30. SF Pub¬ 
lic Library, Eureka 
Valley/Harvey Milk Memorial 
branch. 

SF Mystery Bookstore 

Book launch party: Author 
Steven Saylor discusses Rubi¬ 
con, the eighth in his Roman 
mystery series featuring Gor- 
dianus the Finder, with in¬ 
trigues involving kidnapping, 
murder, betrayal, and the 
threat of civil war. If Caesar 
and Pompey can't stop fight¬ 
ing, things could get really 
ugly. With Italian wines, Ital¬ 
ian finger foods, and Italians. 
Free. 2-3pm. 4175 24th St. 
282-7444. 

ATA Gallery 

Other Cinema showcases 
"Mayday Mayhem," with 
films about political pranks, 
satirical street theater, and 
class war. They depict the Bi¬ 
otic Baking Brigade's "in 
your face" pieings; a "puke- 
fest" demonstration against 
VP Dan Quayle; a covert ac¬ 
tion to rename a street after 
Malcolm X, and various other 
subversions. $5. 8:30pm. 
Artists' Television Access, 

992 Valencia St. 824-3890. 

Telegraph Ave., 
Berkeley 

The Berkeley World Music 
Festival, featuring Conjunto 
Cespedes (an Afro-Cuban 
folkloric ensemble), the West 
African Highlife Band, Ali 
Khan (traditional Pakistani 


Qawwali songs combined with 
power pop/rock), and the Cal¬ 
ifornia Cajun Orchestra. All 
Telegraph Ave. shops and 
restaurants will be joining the 
festivities. Part of the Berke¬ 
ley Festival of the Arts. Free. 
Noon-6pm. Telegraph Ave. & 
Durant, Berkeley. Info: (510) 
649-9500. 

Herbst Theatre 

"Feygelah Schmeygelah," the 
second annual evening of 
queer Jewish Humor, present¬ 
ed by Kung Pao Kosher Com¬ 
edy™. Featuring the Kinsey 
Sicks, lesbian comic Michele 
Balan, Lynne Jassem of Step- 
Fire Tap Dance Theatre, and 
hostess/comedian Lisa 
Geduldig. Partial proceeds 
benefit The Holocaust Center 
of Northern California's "Les¬ 
bians & The Holocaust" pro¬ 
ject. $18-$20 advance; $20- 
$22 door. 401 Van Ness Ave 
(at McAllister). Tix: 392- 
4400. Info: 522-3737. 

The Giraffe 

Kitty Glamour's 40th Birth¬ 
day Bash, presented by Dana 
Taylor, Peter Messina, Ken 
and Duffy. Hors d'oeuvres and 
no-host bar. Party begins 
9pm; show at 10pm. 1131 
Polk St. (btwn. Sutter & 

Post). Info: Dana at 431- 
8829, ext 4. 

Futura 

Cinco de Mayo celebration, 
starring BMG recording 
artists Mecate, plus the 10- 
piece band Mariachi Mexi- 
canisimo, featuring Celina 
Magana. With DJs Rubin and 
Eduardo. Win Oscar de la 
Hoya's autographed boxing 
gloves. Free CDs & t-shirts. 
Balcony appetizers. Go-go 
dancers. Hosted by Arianna. 
$12 cover. 10pm-3am+. 
21+w/ID. 174 King St. 665- 
6715. 


Mission District 

Cinco de Mayo street parade 
and celebration, an extrava¬ 
gant display of Latino pride 
and heritage. More than 60 
contingents will march down 
Mission St. Departs 10am at 
24th & Bryant streets; con- 
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eludes at 14th & Harrison. 
Produced by Mission Eco¬ 
nomic Cultural Assn. 

A Different Light 

Intergenerational Writing 
Group, coordinated by George 
Birimisa, sponsored by New 
Leaf's Gay and Lesbian Out¬ 
reach to Elders. Featuring 
writers from 25 to 80. Free. 
3:30pm. A Different Light 
Bookstore, 489 Castro St. 
431-0891. 

EroSpirit Research 
Institute 

"This is My Body Electric," 
with Joseph Kramer. A chore¬ 
ographed 3-hour group medi¬ 
tation involving movement, 
intention, rhythmic breathing, 
sound and massage (no nudity 
or sexual contact). For men 
only. Benefits Q-Spirit. $25. 
4-7pm. Castro location. 281- 
9377. 

Dance Mission Theater 

Open rehearsal: "Industrial 
Evolution," a dance perfor¬ 
mance based in part on the 
"Unabomber Manifesto." It 
examines what happens when 
internal and external conflict 
drive us to a breaking point. 
Choreographed by Transit 
artistic director M. Koob. 

Free. llam-2pm (with time 
each hour for dialogue with 
audience). 3316 24th St. (at 
Mission). Info: 273-5890. 


GLOE 

Gay and Lesbian Outreach to 
Elders and Planning for El¬ 
ders in Central City host a 
Monday-night Senior Survival 
Series beginning today. De¬ 
signed to assist gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender se¬ 
niors discover their rights, the 
services they are entitled to, 
and the benefits they deserve. 
Free. l-4pm. Thru 5/24.145 
Guerrero St. (near Market & 
Duboce). Register: 255-2937, 
ext. 350. 

Cafe DuNord 

"From the Mouths of Babes: 
Women of Comedy," featur¬ 
ing comedians Sheila Wolf 
(NYC), Bridget Schwartz 
(SF), and Sabrina Matthews 
(LA). Emceed by Page Hur- 
witz. Off the wall; anything 
but boring. $10 door. 

7:30pm. 

Mad Magda’s 

Opening reception: Photogra¬ 
phy by Andy Mogg. An exhib¬ 
it of imagery Mogg created 
working with dance compa¬ 
nies. The local dance commu¬ 
nity has embraced Mogg with 
open arms, allowing him the 
opportunity to capture rare 
dance moments on film. Free. 
7-9pm. Mad Magda's Russian 
Tea Room, 579 Hayes St. 
864-7654. 


Cafe DuNord 

The alluring Veronica Klaus 


opens 5/8. 2926 16th St. 
861-5079. 

Sweet Inspiration 

Opening reception: "Saluta¬ 
tions, S. Dali," a solo exhibit 
of more than 20 new paint¬ 
ings by local artist Michael 
Purcell. His fantasy/surreal 
works pay tribute to surrealist 
master Salvador Dali, whose 
art inspired Purcell to take up 
painting. 2239 Market St. 
Info: 565-0925. 

Exit Theatre — 
stage left 

The Chameleon Theatre Com¬ 
pany presents Female Trans¬ 
port, a play by Steve Gooch. 

It traces the voyage of six fe¬ 
male convicts from the slums 
of London to the penal 
colonies of Sydney, Australia 
in the early 1800s. Directed 
by Walter Niejadlik. $12 
($10 students). 156 Eddy St. 
260-4161. 

Exit Theatre — 
main stage 

Preview: "The Demon Pope," 
a fable for the new millenni¬ 
um, directed by John Fer¬ 
reira, written by Barry J. 

Weir. About a young monk in 
the late 900s who makes a 
deal with Lucifer; 30 years 
later, when the monk is an old 
Pope, Lucifer returns to col¬ 
lect. Featuring Diana Brown 
as the exiled angel Lucifer. 

$6. 8pm. Also on 5/7. Regu¬ 
lar run opens 5/8; thru 5/29. 
Reservations: 564-1196. 


Randall 

Museum Theatre 

Young People's Teen Musical 
Theatre Company presents 
"The '90s on Broadway," a 
revue featuring musical num¬ 
bers from shows that opened 
on Broadway in the '90s. 
Sponsored by the SF Recre¬ 
ation and Park Dept. $7 
adults; $6 seniors/students. 
9pm. Thru 5/8. Also 2pm on 
5/9.199 Museum Way (off 
Roosevelt). 

A Different Light 

"The Dark Shade of Our De¬ 
sire: Queer People of 
Color/Mixed Blood Reading 
Series," featuring Moevasa 
Sagapolutele, Morningstar 
Vancil, Vince Crisostomo, 
Laughing Coyote, and Nacona 
Fierro. Free. 7:30pm. 

Berkeley 

Community Theater 

"An Evening with Salman 
Rushdie." The author of The 
Satanic Verses reads from 
his latest book, The Ground 
Beneath Her Feet, and con¬ 
verses with Vijaya Nagarajan, 
who teaches Asian Religions 
at USF. $12.7:30pm. Berke¬ 
ley High School Campus, All- 
ston Way & Milvia (near 
downtown Berkeley BART). 
Tix from City Box Office 
(415-392-4400), BASS, and 
local bookstores (in SF: City 
Lights, Modern Times, A 
Clean Well-Lighted etc.). 

Info: (510) 848-6767, ext. 
611. 


A Different Light 

SF State University teacher 
Peter Weltner reads from his 
new book, How the Body 
Prays (Graywolf Press). 
Free. 7:30pm. 


Theatre Rhinoceros 

Preview: "Fed Up: A Canni¬ 
bal's Own Story," a new play 
by Ricardo A. Bracho, direct¬ 
ed by Reginald McDonald. A 
burlesque, love story, and ex¬ 
orcism in two acts, featuring 
"4 Black & Brown Brothas 
plus 1 Dead White Writer and 
an ancient Colored Woman 
Witch." Four gay men of 
color take a magical trip from 
San Francisco down the coast 
and encounter a surreal gang 
of cannibals who look much 
like themselves. $12-$20. 
8pm. Also 5/7; regular run 


(latest CD: "All That I 
Want") celebrates her 35th 
birthday with her All Star 
Band in a special night of 
soulful cabaret. Special 
guests Hot Pursuit add vo¬ 
cals. $7. 9pm. 21+w/ID. 
2170 Market St. 861-5016. 



"Picasso," by Dora 
Maar, on exhibit at 
Robert Koch 
Gallery. See Friday. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 


This Week’s Dinner Specials 



Grilled N.Y. Pepper Steak encrusted 

with cracked pepper, brandy-cream sauce, vegetable, 
french fries & onion rings.$ 13.95 

Grilled Pork Chops with appkxombread 
dressing, mashed potatoes & gravy .$ 11.95 

Chicken Cordon Bleu stuffed with 
fontina cheese & honey-baked ham .$ 9.75 

Fresh Atlantic Salmon grilled or 

poached with white wine-lemon-dill sauce, chef’s 
rice or potatoes .$ 11.75 

Prime Rib Au Jus with baked potato 
and creamy horseradish.$ 13.95 

Fried Calamari with dipping sauce...$5.75 

Patio Cafe 

531 Castro Street, between 18th/19th 
Breakfast/Lunch served from 9:00 AM 
Dinner Served from 5:00 PM 


JOSIE’S CABARET AND JUICE JOINT 


JOSIE'S HAPPILY ANNOUNCES THE RETURN OF OUR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY BRUNCH 9AM-3PM! 

FRIDAY NIGHT ONLY! 

AN EVENING OF NEW MUSIC WITH SONIA OF DISAPPEAR FEAR 


FRIDAY APRIL 30 8 AND 10 PM 


DIRECT FROM NEW ZEALAND! 

* “THE LEGEND RETURNS” 

HELEN MOULDER as Cynthia Fortitude and 

ROSE BEAUCHAMP as Cynthia’s mute 
accompanist Gertrude Rallentando 
turn the world of opera divas 

on its menopausal ear! 


"Demonstrates what's possible with the comedic .. 
when you're a well equipped pro.' 

- CAPITOL TIMES 


MAY 1,2,6.7,8,9,14,15,16 8PM - $15 SUNDAYS AT 6PM $12 


- SATURDAY NIGHT GAY COMEDY RETURNS - 

WITH HOST SUZY BERGER AND HER GAY COMEDY STARS OF TOMORROW: 
JASON LORBER, NICK LEONARD, MARTY MACGIBBON 

SATURDAY 5-1 AT 10PM $10 


3583 16TH STREET @ MARKET SAN FRANCISCO (415) 861-7933 



cool candy @ 
cool stickers @ 
cooliunch boxes @ 

cool wrestling masks @ 

THE STATIONERY & TOY STORE 

2150 MARKET STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
415.621.0890 F A X 4 15.6 2 6 . 5 7 2 9 
www. citysearch.com/sfo/pulp 



.. —I 

Him i! 


Hurry Must Close May 8! 


‘Sexy, tense and moving...” The Times 


The New Conservatory Theatre Center Pride Season IV Presents 


American Critics Association 
Best Play Award Winner! 




Call 415-864-3700 
for our dinner packages 


By Reggie Cheong-Leen 
Directed by Arturo Catricala 
This Week Wed-Sat @ 8pm 
Sunday Matinee @ 2pm 
Tickets $12/16/20 
Adult Themes 




25 Van Ness, SF • 415-861-8972 




































































































44 BAY AREA REPORTER 29 April 1999 






Weekend, April 30 — May 2 

Mr. Pennsylvania Drummer & Drummer Boy will 
be chosen at festivities at the Bike Stop in Philly. 
Scott Reikofski and Ryan Goldner step aside for 
their successors. 

In Utica, NY, the Utica Tri's celebrate their 
13th anniversary with a weekend of partying, food 
and brotherhood. 

Sunday, May 2 

Cal Eagles MC annual Cinco de Mayo beer distrib¬ 
ution party at The Eagle, 1500-1800, for $8. Call 
267-0056 for details. 

Golden Dildeaux Award winner Ernestine pre¬ 
sents a raunchy version of The Dating Game, at 
Daddy's, 1600-1900, with a $7 beer sop. Emperor 
Td auctions off Mr. SFL Werner Tillinger, Mr. 
Powerhouse Leather BJ, and "Mama" Reinhardt. 
Sounds like winner to me. Hey, it's a liquid diet. 
Swill J 

Wednesday, May 5 

The Edge Bar celebrates its 8th anniversary all day 
today and tonight. At my deadline, no details had 


been furnished. 

Leathermen's Discussion Group, 1930 hours, at 
Club Eros. Tonight's topic will dwell on impres¬ 
sions of the Leather Leadership Conference held 
two weekends ago. Free. 

Thursday, May 6 

Only two more spots to fill in the 2000 Bare Chest 
Calendar. Tonight, Mr. November will be chosen 
beginning at 2130. The judges for this one are 
Andy Rose, B.A.R. News Editor Mike Salinas, and 
Mr. Nov. '99 Bauke Yistra. Win $100, fame, for¬ 
tune and a spot on the Millennium Calendar. 

Big Basket Contest at The Edge. Danny 
Williams will terrorize the troops, and every size 
queen in town will be there, cameras in hand. Hi, 
Old Bag! 

Weekend, May 8 — 9 

Cal Eagles overnighter to Mono Bay, with fees 
ranging from $55 to $130, including hospitality 
suite, open bar, Saturday banquet, and Sunday 
continental breakfast. For details, call 267-0560 
or email CaiEagles@Blackiris.com. 


74 Otis • SF,CO* 415.487.9944 

ttK&msrr&Tuatn 

wujuj.poujereHchange.com 


4077A 18th St -2nd levei- 
Opeii Daily 861-5787 
Lubricants~Condoms~£rotica * 

www.mercurymailorder.com 
-Home of The Dildo Mines- 


Leather goods, Made to Order 

|S BLACK BEARD 

415-285-3454 _ blkbeard@concentric.net 


|Big Pecs / Big flips 


Triumph in Washington 


by Mister Marcus 


§ 


? he tenth edition of the 
Amercan Brotherhood 
Weekend competition — 1 
with condenders for American 
Leatherman, Leatherwoman and 
Leatherboy titles — took center 
stage in Washington, DC last 
weekend amid the swirling mad¬ 
ness of the NATO summit and 
celebration, which was vying for 
everyone else’s attention. 

Some 17 leather hopefuls per¬ 
formed elaborate and imaginative 
fanatasies on stage at the ABW, 
gave speeches, endured the prob¬ 
ing of seasoned judges, and gen¬ 
erally gave the audience a show 
that contained all the elements of 
IML, IMsL and IM Drummer 
events — geared for American 
contenders only. 

As head judge, Viola Johnson 
wasted no time getting down to 
business, and I had a great time 
judging with George Hester of 
New Orleans, Thom Dombkows- 
ki of Chicago, Lenny Broberg of 
San Francisco, Mark Frazier of 
Dallas, the outgoing American 
Leatherboy Terry Sapp and out¬ 
going American Leatherwoman 
Mercea Strecker. 

It was an exhilirating experi¬ 
ence in which brother/sister-hood 
and respect for other people’s self 
expression prevailed in the minds 
of participants and spectators 
alike. As the master of ceremonies 
for the Saturday and Sunday af¬ 
ternoon shows, Frank Nowicki 
was clearly in his element, 
commanding the attention 
of close to 300 people in 
the audience, almost half 
of whom were title hold¬ 
ers, both both past and 
present. 

Most, if not all, of the 
leather world lumi¬ 
naries were there. Our 
own Mr. SF Leather 
Werner Tillinger was 
very much in evidence through¬ 
out, and Inti. Mr. Drummer 
Herve Bernard flew in from Paris 
for the affair. But IML Tony Mills 
honored a previous commitment 
to perform emcee duties at the 
Mr. Missouri Leather Contest in 
St. Louis (at my deadline, I had 
not received the results of that 
competition), so was necessarily 
absent. 

Again this year, choosing the 
American Leather boy was a for¬ 
midable task, as was choosing 
winners for the other two titles. 
Yet the end results seemed to 
please everyone, and the crowds 


The ABW '99 winners in Washington, D.C. last weekend were (L to R) 
Schelli Dittmann, American Leatherwoman; Scott Riekofski, American 
Leatherman; and Jerry Acosta, American Leatherboy. 


were enthusiastic both days. 

Seven contestants each vied for 
both the Leatherman and 
Leatherboy titles. In the men cat¬ 
egory, the contenders were Don 
Cherkis (Bethlehem, Pennsyl¬ 
vania); Mike Brewer (Albany, 
New York); Mark Fish 
(Brunswick, Maine— 
and a real cutie); Scott 
Vincent (a porn star 
from Boston); Joe Boyn¬ 
ton (Chicago); Scott 
Reikofski (Philadel¬ 
phia); and Kyeth 
Fitzgerald (Washing¬ 
ton, DC). Sadly, no 
California contestants entered any 
of the contests. 

The seven boys (some of them, 
in fact, females) were Paul Briggs 
(Syracuse, New York); Darryl 
LaFleche (Worcester, Mass.), 
Patrick Chees (Cleveland, Ohio); 
Cheryl “Hoops” Hooper (Orlan¬ 
do, Florida); Paksen Burrell (Den¬ 
ver); Jerry Acosta (Shelburne, Ver¬ 
mont); and Erik Leiff (Philadel¬ 
phia). 

During the proceedings, Viola 
Johnson, Queen Cougar and Jill 
Carter presented their Unsung 
Hero Award to Daniel Premack, 
formerly of Chicago, for his dedi¬ 


cated service as a den boy at sev¬ 
eral past IML contests. 

Only three women contesants 
took part in the female category: 
Larissa Sims (Chicago); Schelli 
Dittmann (Adelphi, Maryland); 
and Heather Chase (Troy, NY). 

Judging these contests was no 
easy chore. All the contestants 
came well prepared, a fact that 
was amply evident. It was heart¬ 
ening and inspiring to see the 
level of involvement each had 
with fundraising activity and their 
knowledge of leather history. Even 
better, all were imbued with a 
sense of respect for their peers 
and the “old guard.” With this at¬ 
titude abundantly on display in 
this particular group of contes¬ 
tants, it bodes well for the future. 
Hopefully generations in the 
leather nation will not have to ex¬ 
pend energy dealing with racism, 
disrespect, and other unfavorable 
aspects of human interaction 
both in and out of their chosen 
lifestyle. 

For those relinquishing their 
titles this year, it was a touching 
moment. Both Terry Sapp and 
Mercea Strecker did an honorable 
and outstanding job with the ti- 
next page ► 
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Bonerama 



by John F. Karr 


S ure, I was enthusiastic about 
the new releases from Satyr 
Productions, the offspring 
of Titan Media. Both Chapters 
(reviewed in the April 1 B.A.R.) 
and now Stuffed are handsomely 
videographed and elegantly craft¬ 
ed videos. 

But as accomplished as these 
videos’ technical achievements 
may be, it’s the mesmerizing call 
of their sexuality which rocks me 
down to some deeply rooted 
place. The sequences in Stuffed ex¬ 
hibit a nearly mystical cock con¬ 
sciousness that far transcends the 
usual porn fare. Any fool can aim 
a videocamera at a dick entering 
an asshole, and many have. But 
few can make it seem like a trans¬ 
formative act, and that’s just what 
directors Dennis Bell and Brian 
Mills have done in not one, but 
several sequences of Stuffed. 

Stuffed is a cockland catharsis, 
where a viewer’s identification lies 
not with a character in a story, or 
with a performer so humpy you 
want to be him or be had by him, 
but with cock itself. It subverts 
thought, touching some deep and 
primal homo ethos on a level 
that’s nearly spiritual. 

In at least two of the scenes of 
Stuffed, the stars come together 
not as two guys who have been 
told to get it on by a director in a 
hurry to get to the money shot, 
but as two gay sexualists who seek 
to engage the homo mystique 
within each other. This couldn’t 
have been accidental, and must 
have been carefully planned by 
the directors and their cast. If I 
appreciate the result, I’m even 
more impressed by the mindset 
behind it: there is in Stuffed a 
valuing of gay sex as something 
more than a commodity, and a re¬ 
spect for the viewer as something 
more than a purchaser. 

Well, enough mumbo jumbo. 
This is the video that makes Ben 
Damon’s stardom, and as Stuffed 
opens, he’s worshipping his big ole 
hard-on by the side of a pool. As 
his name implies, the youngster 
combines the best attributes of 
both his namesakes: Matt 
Damon’s open and sunny boyish¬ 
ness, with Ban Affleck’s hard and 
sturdy, silent masculinity. Damon 
has been seen in several videos be¬ 
fore this, but never with this effec¬ 
tiveness. Directors Bell and Mills 
have capitalized on the boy’s de¬ 
termined underbite, his dazzlingly 
white teeth, and his meltingly blue 
eyes. With warm glints, the sun 
dances on his copper-colored 


body hair. His firm balls sit atop a 
bronzed groin, and he gazes with 
affection at his superbly hard cock, 
transfixed by his lengthy erection. 
But wait: as a happy grin breaks 
his butch mask, and his disarming 
dimples appear, the stud becomes 
a pup. Then you suddenly see he’s 
got freckles, too, and these hereto¬ 
fore undocumented endearments 
demolish your heart. Future Stud 
of America in a manboy’s body? 
You bet. 

He’s being watched from a 
bedroom window by new star Jeff 
Halsey, a muscled slab of sinewy 
handsomeness. Halsey, an undis¬ 
tinguished member of a group 
scene in Chapters, emerges here a 
leading man. With his own rigid 
tool at hand, Halsey and Damon 
engage in some dynamite cock 
play, flaunting their glory for each 
other, but even more so for them¬ 
selves — just a couple of guys en¬ 
tranced with their cocks. Main¬ 
taining the intense mood, the 
scene escalates to cocksucking, 
rimming, and fucking. I could re¬ 
ally go on here, but let me just 
point out that although he’s a boy, 
Damon yields just like a man; no 
passive bottom this child. And 
what shots there are of Halsey’s 


cock popping in and out, 
Damon’s ass lips pulling taut on 
the sliding cock. 

The other sequences of Stuffed 
worship cock as well. Dark- 
skinned Jack Simmons is con¬ 
trasted with redhead Mark 
Hamill, and an Afro-American 
and Latino mix pairs Troy Carrig- 
an with Tony Bullit for the video’s 
finale. It’s preceded by a strong 
scene in which the juicy, hunky 
Latin stud Vince Bandero lures 
hefty, tattooed hunk David 
Bradley into a warehouse where, 
in some more of that patented 
Satyr cock worship, they wave 
their wands around for each other 
before making physical contact. 
Bandero’s got a mammoth cock 
and Bradley’s got a bruiser of a 
bodybuilder’s physique, with 
smartly shaved pubes. 

Recap: What do what I like 
best about Stuffed? The handsome 
and talented cast? The emergence 
of new directors, their subtle link¬ 
age of the scenes, technical 
prowess, and the excellent music 
by Rock Hard they’ve provided as 
underscoring to natural sounds? 
Sure, I like all that. But what I like 
most is that the guys are really 
into their boners. ▼ 


Mister Marcus 

M previous page 

ties they were given a year ago. 
Their stepping aside speeches 
were of a thankful nature, ac¬ 
knowledging all who made the 
year bearable, inspirational and 
meaningful. Yes there were tears 
in almost everyone’s eyes. 

Building bridges and respect 
for others predominated all week¬ 
end. Any person truly of the 
leather persuasion would have re¬ 
sponded as we all did. It was about 
giving credit where credit is due. 

After' the presentations and 
judging, the moment of truth ar¬ 
rived shortly before 1730 hours 
on Sunday. In the boy category, it 
was a tie for the brotherhood 
award between Patrick and Pak- 
sen. The second runner-up was 
Erik Leiff; the first runner-up was 
Paksen Burrell and the 1999 


American Leatherboy is Jerry 
Acosta. 

For the women, the second 
runner-up was Larissa; the first 
runner-up was Heather, and 
American Leatherwoman 1999 is 
Schelli Dittmann. Larissa won the 
sisterhood award. Bravo! 

For the men, it was a tough call 
no matter how you look at it. 
When the tallies were counted, the 
second runner-up was Joe Boyn¬ 
ton; the first runner-up was Ky 
Fitzgerald, and American Leather- 
man 1999 is Scott Reikofski (who 
will be stepping down next week 
as Mr. Pennsylvania Drummer in 
Philly). 

The grand finale was a rush to 
the stage, hundreds of flash bulbs 
popping, squeals of delight, 
moans from the losers, and an¬ 
other leather celebration in the 
finest tradition anyone would be 
proud of. 

Kudos to to Jim Cobb, Roger 


Fleming and Vern Stewart; the 
leather/SM community appreci¬ 
ates the fine competition you have 
fostered, nurtured and brought to 
the fore. I hope the Pantheon of 
Leather nominators read this and 
give it considerable thought for 
next year’s awards. It would be 
one of their voters’ best picks in 
2000! 

And for you dear readers, 
ABW should be on your list of 
“must do” events. It is absolutely 
lovely in our capital in April. I 
hope to see you all there next year! 

Postscript 

Since I was out of town for the 
entire weekend, I was unable to 
attend the party for Alan Selby, 
celebrating his acceptance as a 
U.S. citizen, and also had to miss 
the surprise birthday party for 
Donna Sachet. However, from all 
reports, everyone had a great time 
at both the events. T 
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PARTING 

GLANCES 


Watergarden 9:30pm 4/2/99 

You: David from San Raphael. Sexy 
& hairy Didn't leave telephone num¬ 
ber. Had to leave to catch Cal Train. 
Will we meet again. £2 7100 


Easter Sunday-Eagle About 5:30 

You: good looking, clean shaven 
blonde with friend. Me: standing at 
bar, muscular, in tank top. Wasn't 
sure about your friend. Can we fix 
that? I'd like to meet you. £2 7102 


Scott You Answered My Ad 

Entitled "Master seeks Slave", box 
# 6711, but you did not leave a com¬ 
plete phone number. Please call this 
box number would like to talk. £2 
7103 


Peet’s Coffee On Friday 3/26pm 

We winked at each other on Friday 
night @ approx. 9:00pm. Both of us 
were with someone. I was sitting & 
you smiled & winked. Pis. call. £2 
7107 


Bob 4/3 10:30PM 

Your so clean smell good. Did you 
enjoy your B-day gift 4/8? I really 
like you. Pis call me Immly ABC £2 
7201 


Ballpark Express 4/3 

Zane, we met on the bus after the Gi- 
ants-A's game. I'd like to go to some 
Giants games with you. Please call! 
£2 7200 


High Speed Cruising 

We were both in our cars in Santa 
Clara driving to work. Nice smile! 
Want to connect up? £2 7108 


Sat. Apr 3 Webster St. 10am 

You- lite blue jeans, leather jacket, 
walking large black dog. Me- cruised 
in mini-van, stopped. You walked by 
and smiled. Would love to meet and 
talk. £2 7109 


Civic Center Bart-Friday 4/2 

Fremont train, 8pm exchanged 
smiles; You: Asian, khakis shorts, 
reading "Candle in the night". Me: 
earring, moustache, goatee, white 
jacket, NY mets cap, please call £2 
7104 


Easter @ Blow Buddies 

Hi, Mark, this is Bob. We exchanged 
names after I took care of your gor¬ 
geous Easter basket at the stalls. 
You: blond, blue-eyed he-man, Me: 
salt & pepper. Let's do it again. £2 
7101 


U,GLM,Me,GAM,24Hr-Ftns@VanNess 

Last year, you, 5'8"-ish, dark, sturdy, 
30's approached me,5'7", lean, 20's, 
at abdominal machine downstairs. I 
wasn't available then. You said, 
"Thank you very much" when left. 
Please respond. £2 7105 


Twice! Castro? .0. & Spike’s 4/1 

You: cute, blonde, glasses, picked up 
int'l parcel at P.O.Me: tall, dark, 
goatee standing in line. We: ex¬ 
changed several looks & then at 
Spikes. We must meet. Coffee? £2 
7106 


Church & Clipper 4/5 8:45AM 

I'm the Blonde in the Taupe Toyota 
Avalon who turned in front of you on 
Clipper. You rolled into the intersec¬ 
tion to get my attention. You got it! 
Let's meet. £2 7202 


Pozole On April 1 

I was an April Fool for reading my 
newspaper instead of noticing you. I 
left wondering how it could have been 
different. £2 7203 


Elliott @ Church Seder 4/8 

Thought you were both hot and hand¬ 
some. We looked at each other diago¬ 
nally across the table. Spoke briefly. 
Want to know you. £2 7204 


Renegades 

Kevin, I don't know you but I'm In 
Love with you. Would like more than 
just a hello, please help. Stephen. £2 
7205 


Cala-Castro- Former Park Atndnt 

I'm the guy w/ the old yellow Lincoln- 
you w/baseball cap. I was too shy to 
ask you out. Now you're not there. 
Call me! You're cute. £2 7206 


Azteca Burritos 4/7 7:00 

You: cute bearded bear eating alone. 
Me: cute goatee bear eating w/a 
friend. I only had the nerve to say hi. 
Call me, handsome. £2 7207 


Jerry 

We met at the Detour, Sunday, April 
4. You live in Vallejo. Lawyer. My 
name is Larry. I live in SF, Paralegal. 
Would like to see you again. Have a 
drink, etc. £2 7208 


Looking 4 David At Feast 

You pierced nose, just came back 
from 3 mo vacation. Missed your 
friends performance. Too busy with 
"our own show". Want some more of 
that. £2 7209 


Eureka At 22nd Street 

Don-1 used to see you each morning 
waiting for the 35 bus- when I walked 
my small dog. Miss seeing & talking 
to you-Coffee? Dinner? Mack £2 
7210 


Steamworks 4/5 

You East Bay originally from Spain. 
Me older, grey hair S.F. You came 
into my room, much fun, want more- 
what a kisser- have car. Will travel. 
Call. £2 7211 


Walking Up 17th St. 7:40AM 

Monday 4/19. You: black jeans, grey¬ 
ish jacket, great moustache, tall, 
walking up hill. Me: backing up jeep. 
You crossed in front of me, our eyes 
met. Hope to hear from you. £2 7300 


Lake Merritt Bart 4/12 6:40 

You: short brown hair, cute. Coming 
up stairs with bike. Me: blonde, 
bearded with friend, deceiving. You 
blew me a kiss over the rail. Call me. 
Let's talk. £2 7301 


Pepsi One @ Bell Mkt 4/16 2pm 

You: handsome, glasses, blue shirt, 
tie. Me: It. brn hair, shorts, yellow 
rugby shirt. I asked about your pepsi 
one; got strong feeling more discus¬ 
sion definitely necessary. £2 7302 


Castro Tarts Sun 4/18 

Our eyes met several times; me with 
friend from out of town, you alone 
reading Sundays paper. You have 
beautiful eyes! Short Sicilian wants to 
get to know you. £2 7303 


Fri Night Diamond St. 

You parked, we talked, we played a 
little. You did not want to go to my 
place because your b/f was out of 
town. I would like to see you again. 
£2 7304 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Soulmate Sought 

GAM, 49,5'10", 155, HIV-, attractive 
looking for SGWM to share life with. 

£2 7110 


Seeking Indian Gay Man 

GWM, 53, 5'8", 175, brn/bl, beard, 
HIV-with growing interest and fasci¬ 
nation with the customs and people of 
the sub-continent, seeks relationship 
with gay Indian man. £2 7111 


Asian/ Pi Top Cutie 

Massage my back; ride my firm butt. 
Attractive W/M, 48. Safe, neg, dis¬ 
creet. £2 7112 


Looking For Something Good 

Handsome black muscular Berkeley 
bottom bald, stache, goatee, 511", 
33 ISO passionate top for companion¬ 
ship and good sex pluses facial hair, 
cowboy boots, light alcohol aroma ok. 
£2 7113 


Black 47 

My body one skin tone smooth, sensu¬ 
al, chest 49", big swollen nipples, 
love being sucked, hard legs, and big 
round butt. You 18-20 firstimers 
Blacks, Latinos, Asians only. £2 
7114 


East Bay 

6'2", 230lbs 60y/o. I need big cut 
cocks anyway you want to give it. 
Naked men with nice feet also a turn 
on. N/d cockrings please. £2 7115 


Seek Boyfriend 

Boyish GWM 30, Navy brat. 5'7", 
athletic, enjoys movies, cuddling, 
dancing, intimacy, romance, current 
events, dining, hiking, seeks guy to 
connect for LTR. £2 7116 


Lonely & Not 

GWM, 46, seeking GWM, 30-60 
HIV-, nonsmoker, cut, bottom. Just 
be nice. SF only. £2 7221 


Seeking Soulmate 

British poet, playwright, teacher. I'm 
50, 5'9", slim, hairy, bearded, uncut, 
romantic, very loyal. Love all arts in¬ 
cluding cooking. You are...whoever 
you are, but please be in shape. £2 
7117 


Boyfriend Search 

GBM, 41, 510", smooth and trim, 
healthy, athletic romantic, military 
professional likes sporting and cultur¬ 
al events, seeks indoor intimacy and 
LTR. £2 7118 


Man Hunt 

Wanted- one GWM bottom over 
45yrs old no exceptions... GBM to 
50, 5'9" uncut with solid stocky 
build, HIV- seeks relationship and 
monogamy with fun, honest, horny 
guy in S.F. Q 7119 


Grandson Wanted 

18-32, trim, submissive, spankable, 
HIV- looking for someone to tend to 
my house, my properties, and me. I 
will take good care of you. £2 7120 


Husband-Hunting Via Personals? 

Puh-leez! Yet why not? You: Sweet. 
Slim-ish (not fat). Sexy, smart, lov¬ 
ing. Good lay! Me: great cocksucker 
(to lure you back for me to practice 
matrimonial wiles). Eternal bliss 
awaits? £2 7212 


Trip To Monterey Bay 

Distinguished Architect, GWM 5'9" 
155#, slim muscular build, 40's 
HIV-, interested in healthy living, 
personal growth, enjoys music, pets, 
quiet home. Seeking GM any race, 
25-35, slim, no drugs or smoke, for 
LTR. £2 7213 


Seeking Asian 

Good-looking WM, 38, professional, 
intelligent, sophisticated, masculine, 
in-shape, sincere, caring, affection¬ 
ate, loyal seeks one special Asian 
under 35 and in-shape, for shared to¬ 
getherness and endless romantic pos¬ 
sibilities. £2 7214 


Slim Gdlkng Hip Retired Guy 

Mustache, crewcut, 5'9", 150#, in 
good shape, versatile, HIV-, seeks 
similar slim, 50+, facial hair guy. 
Short, small dick OK. Safe Only! £2 
7215 


Chess, Checkers or Cards 

(HIV+) Nice looking WM, 40's, non- 
smoker. ISO same. I'm looking mainly 
for friendship and support in Santa 
Rosa. £2 7216 


Asian Men Tops 

If you are a top, I'm a bottom for you- 
LTR. I'm GWM 165lbs. You won't be 
disappointed. I'm open for you any¬ 
time. Yours. £2 7217 


GWM Seeks Man Of Color 

GWM, 44, blonde, bottom, HIV+ 
seeks friend for sex, friendship, possi¬ 
ble LTR. Like the outdoors, thearts. 
Seeking warm caring individual, any 
age. £2 7218 


GLM Bottom Seeks Older Top 

Puerto Rican 38, bottom 5'9" 158# 
brown eyes, seeking older top hairy 
and heavy pluses, but I'm open. £2 
7220 


You Love Rivers 

Surf, mountains, stars, storms; 
You're wild, curious, elemental, pas¬ 
sionate, very lean, defined, with good 
ass, under 40. Your heart's open to 
discovery, laughter, tears, loving a 
soulmate. £2 7222 


Handsome Muscular Italian 

GWM, 38, 6'2", 185lbs, into fitness, 
travel, romance & quiet times, seeks 
another HIV Negative extremely well 
hung man for monogamous relation¬ 
ship. £2 7223 


Positive Meditator 

GWM, 5'9", 165lbs, dark Irish vers. 
Bottom young 40's, smart, fit, sane, 
wants in-shape top guy, w spiritual 
side, taller, to date, and LTR. £2 
7224 


Free Massage For Athletes 

Great massage given by a very hir¬ 
sute, husky middle aged semi-retired 
male. £2 7311 
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Tall Dark Handsome Loving Hunk 

Passionate GWM LTR. Accomplished 
6'2", 190#, 43, buffed goatee Ital¬ 
ian. Fun, exclusive, sincere, HIV+ 
nonproggresor. Seeks similar 35-45, 
GWM, professional, relationship ori¬ 
ented for soulmate. Relationship. £2 
7305 


Sexy & Masc. Scorpio Next Door 

Not cut out for mateless lifestyle in 
S.F. Pursuing a true-blue guy with a 
self assured but devil-may-care atti¬ 
tude towards others' expectations. 
Me: vigorous and intense 28yo, 5'8", 
165lbs, br H/E, terrific smile. You: 
well-balanced Caucasian with similar 
attributes. Us: A complimentary com¬ 
bination! £2 7306 


Clark Kent Adman From N.Y. 

Assertive, affectionate, creative, ar¬ 
ticulate, warm, witty, young-looking 
GWM soulmate/sexmate, 40,61", 
178#, br/gr, HIV-. Let's fly together 
& kiss in high places. £2 7307 


Wanted Dominant Guy 

Quiet, nice guy submissive seeks dom¬ 
inant around 5'7", 150, in-shape, 
HIV-, 40-50, verbal sometimes, expe¬ 
rienced. I'm in-shape, 45, attractive, 
interests sense of humor, possible 
LTR.£2 7308 


Seeking No Partnership 

Rope bondage master ISO serious 
masochist, who enjoy clothpin, flog¬ 
ging etal for exploration, humiliation, 
pain & pleasure. You be in-shape & 
serious. I'm 5'9", 1851b. Warm & 
experienced. Relationship oriented. 
£2 7309 


Educated African American 

Young & cute 28, 5'6", 170 ISO 
friendship/ Itr with honest goodlook¬ 
ing intelligent HIV- single guys 23- 
35. I enjoy dancing, cooking, hiking, 
the beach & being romantic, serious 
reply only!!. £2 7310 


Affectionate HIV+ 

Asian, 5'7", 130, nice face and per¬ 
sonality, toned body, likes movies, 
theaters, music, reading, cuddling, 
kissing, seeking 30/40ish GM, self 
confident, h/w proportioned non femi¬ 
nine for Itr. £2 7312 


I’m Ready! Are You? 

Cute GWM, slender, mid 30's, bot¬ 
tom, Christian, airlines employee, just 
moved to Bay Area, seeking spirited, 
fun top for fun, flights, romance and 
Itr. Let's play! £2 7313 


A Tender Embrace 

Is initially offered by this 65 y/o. 
GWM, 155lbs. 511" brown/hazel. 
Then, soft lips touch as we explore, 
taking our time with a drink and cig¬ 
arette in Hayward. £2 7314 


HIV+ East Bay Top Wanted 

Capricorn, Cancer, Virgo, black hair> 
brown eyes, any race-HIV+ Pitts¬ 
burgh Taurus, 37 blonde, blue, 6 foot, 
185-Looking for Suburban loving 
boyfriend to snuggle with and play¬ 
house with. £2 7219 


Asian Mdle ISO White Mdle 

GAM, 38,145lbs, 5'7", drk 
hair/eyes, smooth good built/fit. Likes 
outdoor/ beach/ theatre ISO WM 27- 
38, smooth, good built for friends & 
more. £2 7315 


Seeking Friendship 

My partner and all my friends have 
all passed on. I seek a friendship. I 
am 5'8" ISO regular guy. I enjoy 
everything except ballet. £2 7316 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Mellow Mouth 4 Manly Men 

Friendly type with subtle technique 
will help you unload. I'm 47, slender, 
short beard, seek well hung face fuck¬ 
er, my place, car helpful. Be 35-50, 
trim, together, Black/White. £2 7121 


Just Shut -Up And Ride 

WM, 34, 510" 2001b blond/blue 
muscle hunk-48"ch 32"w 18"arms- 
wants good looking masculine men to 
get pumped or pump me. Also love to 
get massaged and jerked off anytime. 
£2 7122 


Butt Munch 

Let us explore the art of rimming 
your butt my face or vise versa. If you 
like GWM seeks other GWM for fun 
times. £2 7123 


Daddy Likes Boy Butt 

Handsome 50yo ape man stud, 6', 
175, s&p, beard HIV+, seeks pussy 
boy with slim to muscular build for 
casual safe sex. You have flat stom¬ 
ach, round butt. £2 7125 


Policemen, Firemen or Military 

I want to service you on a regular 
basis, seeking men who are hot and in 
good shape. I'm WM, 57, 511", 
1681b. Just lay back and enjoy! Call 
now!! £2 7126 


Cock Worshiper Wanted 

Hot, hung stud, early 30's, seeks 
dudes who know how to service a big 
hard dick. I want cock connoisseurs 
who can appreciate my beautiful 
piece. £2 7127 


Wanted: Body Electrics 

42 sensual 6'4" 175 GM seeks B,E. 
Techs to show me how. £2 7235 
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Treat You Like A Woman In Bed? 

Dominant, affectionate black male, 
41, 5'10", 175, masculine, muscular, 
discreet, conservative, straight ap¬ 
pearing seeks masculine, muscular, 
conservative, straight appearing 
white male to give me some pussy and 
service my dick. B 7128 


Do You Like’Em Big And Tall? 

Young 47 GWM, 6'4", 245#, bn/bl, 
6" uncut bottom man ISO average to 
xtall, uncut top men. Age/race unim¬ 
portant, personality is. Hairy A+, 
buddies wanted. a 7129 


Discreet Handsome Bi-WM 

Seek very discreet professional bi- 
WM, 25-45, to receive oral service 
weekdays. Uniforms, shirt and tie 
A+, must be fit, cut 7"+. Like glory 
holes? San Mateo. a 7130 


East Bay Dad Seeks Bondage Boy 

20-30's interests/experience in 
sm/dom/submissive scenes. Boy needs 
to learn from older experienced men¬ 
tor, 47, through on-going sessions. 

S 7225 


Hot GW Top Seeks Asian Ass 

To lick & to fuck. Good dick, body, 
looks & great sex. Try me. No 
strings. Must be under 40, smooth, 
slim, HIV-. Weekday afternoons in 
S.F. S 7226 


I’ve Got 8 Uncut Thick Inches! 

For young friendly bottoms looking 
for fun. I am a handsome inshape 
blonde 38yr. old top who wants to 
play with you. a 7228 


Handsome Top Wants Some Butt! 

Or nice soft mouth for pumping. I am 
in-shape blond, nice butt and have 8 
uncut inches. For friendly fun bot¬ 
toms. a 7229 


Midwestern GWM Seeks GAM 21-35 

GWM, 28, 6'1", 1801b. hairy chest, 
top seeks GAM 21-35, boyish, 
smooth, trim for soft kisses & HARD 
embraces. Students a plus, a 7230 


Big Dick Big Balls 

Are yours to suck if you're well-built 
& under 40. Me: 55, tall & slim. Cum 
& get it! a 7231 


Hot WM Seeks Asian Bottom 

Young, hung, HIV-, WM top stud 
seeks slim smooth Asian bottoms to 
rim & fuck. Available weekdays after¬ 
noons in S.F. a 7233 


Hung Tops Wanted 

By confirmed bottom who knows 
what being a bottom is all about. 
GWM, 1551b., 45yo HIV+. a 7236 


Erotic Massage 

Straight-looking fit WM 41 uses his 
hands and mouth to give a free hour 
massage for very masculine guys 18 
to 42 with size 28 to 32 waistlines, 
a 7234 


Masculine Bottom 

Seeking experienced, insatiable top- 
man for ongoing plowing sessions A+ 
your S.F. place. I am well built, 
goodlooking WM, age 32. a 7237 


Regular Guys 

Apply here. Seeking “unaffected" 
regular types for sex. You should be 
late 30's-40's tall a plus, shy ok, for 
ongoing sexual pleasures. Top a plus, 
a 7238 


Looking 4 Tops W Big Tool 

Goodlooking muscular Latin man 
looking for muscular top men with 
big cock for “au natural" fun. Me: 
Pos 32 muscular tattooes pierced. 
You similar 81/2 or more masculine, 
a 7239 


Blue-Collar Weekend Sex Buddy 

Me: HIV+ 34yrs, 5'11" 190lbs tall 
smooth bottom boy, br eyes & hair, 
clean shaven, men btw 35-40 wet 
kisses A+-hairy chest & body A+ av¬ 
erage shape, no att-no head games, 
a 7124 


Big Dicks N Mirrors 

For guys who like to watch. Hand¬ 
some muscular Italian 81/2 top to 
bottom seeks in shape guys for hot 
fucking n sucking, a 7240 


Straight Needs Cock Jerked-Off 

Masculine, mature, WM seeking ma¬ 
ture male to massage my lower back 
and butt, followed by slow sensual cli¬ 
maxing cock massage. Let me watch 
you J/0 on my face afterwards, a 
7227 


Springtime Adventure 

Horny GWM, 40's, Italian, topman, 
511", 190#, hairy, hung nice. Sks 
hairy btm, GWM 40's, also in LTR, 
who needs more attention. Flexible 
schedule. SF only, a 7241 


Slave Seeks Master 

Experienced leather slave, seeks to 
meet and serve Master Sadist in his 
dungeon or “playspace". Desires 
bondage & discipline from an experi¬ 
enced Top Man. Slave is 41yo, 

511", beard, hairy, goodlooking, 
football player build (work out daily), 
drug free, a 7232 


Uncut 33yr Old Asian 

You, GWM under 42. Me: 5'71/2", 
1501b seeks goodlooking GWM for 
friendship or more, a 7243 


Head For Sonoma County 

If your are 18-35 and slender or 
medium build, great head and rim¬ 
ming await you. Me: middle-aged, 
nice looking, healthy, fun, generous. 
Daytimes only, anyday. a 7242 


SouthBay Black Cock Craver 

Squeaky clean smooth, tan, toned, 
straight Italian, Iris, & Indian guy 
seeks hung hot black studs. 2 at once 
would be perfect. I'm goodlooking & 
willing to pay for it. a 7244 


Driving Naked And Erect 

Nude drivers and exhibitionists show 
off in cars. Bare ass naked stroking 
an erect cock. Road rage with a hard- 
on. Nude carpool forming. Naked 
passengers welcome, a 7245 


Hot, Horny, Hung? 

Slim, trim, cut WM strip naked, kick 
back for great ball n cock suck. Hun¬ 
gry mouth gives compl. satisfaction, 
married, uniforms A+. a 7317 


Hot White Pig Bottoms Wanted 

By 55 yr.old Caucain 6' 155lbs 
brn/brn glasses hairy chest & stomach 
9" cut cock wants to fuck young 
white guys under 40 who have tight 
butts, a 7318 


It’s Time To Get Real 

Me: Asian 35 5'9", will do every¬ 
thing you say any race, age, size. Me 
just average but I will make your fan¬ 
tasy come true. No second thoughts, 
a 7319 


8” Cock Or Bigger 

Mature shim short GWM HIV- with 
hot pussy, want to be fucked with big 
cock, & loves sucking cock slow. Plus 
knows how to use my butt muscles. 
Also like being spanked. No bay S.F. 
a 7320 


Wanted: Black Guys 

I'm a good looking GWM, 42,185lbs 
with dark short brown hair, blue eyes, 
mustache, and smooth body. I'm seek¬ 
ing black guys to give some oral ser¬ 
vice to. Only 25-45 need respond, a 
7321 


Like To Get Off Late At Night? 

Hot hung insomniac gives amazing 
oral service to hung, smooth guys. 
Immediate callback if you tell me 
what I want to hear, No chit chat 
please, a 7322 


Vans, Suv’s, Trailer-homes, Cars 

W/darkened windows. Turn me on, 
like to get naked for sex with in con¬ 
fines. Seeking owners of above for 
day/nite adventure. Aroma/hemp ok. 
Safe, HIV-. a 7323 


Black Top With Attitude Sought 

By respectful white boy, slim, attrac¬ 
tive, 38. Seeking slim to skinny, 
smooth, hung and verbal man. I'll 
worship you and serve you. Just snap 
your fingers, Sir. a 7324 


Just Shut- Up And Ride 

WM, 34, 510" 2001b blond/blue 
muscle hunk- 48"ch 32"w 18"arms- 
wants good looking men to pump or 
get pumped. Also love to get mas¬ 
saged and jerked off -anytime, a 
7325 


Discipline For You 

Spanking, light to heavy. Novices 
welcome. Limited respected, role play 
possible. Me: attractive GWM, 46, 

6'5", 250, stocky build brown hair/ 
moustache. You: attractive GM( 
White, Asian, Latin), slim, 18-35, 
nice buns, a 7326 


Let’s Suck Cock N Eat Ass 

GWM, good looking, dark/brown, 
goatee, HIV+, 61/2 cut, seeks very 
oral 69er! u.b. under 40, and ready 
to suck cock and eat ass. Let's have a 
beer, watch porn and have fun. Day¬ 
time, hairy, uncut A+ + .a 7327 


FETISHES 


Breeches 

GWM, 44, 5'9", 1851b, crew cut, 
hairy, hung, verbal, love wearing po¬ 
lice uniforms, particularly leather 
breeches. Seeking uniformed sex 
buddy for horny times, a 7131 


Boot licker! Piss Drinker! 

Mature cock sucker with respectful 
attitude wants to service well-en¬ 
dowed men who know what they 
want! a 7132 


Throat Open At 5:30 am? 

Middle-age but hung Oakland man 
needs a traveling deep throat expert 
to drain my 5:30am hard on. All 
races, body types welcome. No beep¬ 
ers, beards, a 7133 


Silicon Valley Spanking Fun! 

Cute/handsome WM, young 42, 5'9" 
205 with a round spankable butt 
bends over for young or old and gives 
it good to "Bad Boys" 18-30. a 
7134 


Your Feet My Face 

Goodlooking, masculine guy wants to 
worship your feet with my hands and 
mouth, kick back while I make you 
and your feet feel good. Curious? All 
welcome, a 7135 


What’s The Buzz? 

Shave it all off! GWM wants to make 
you smooth! Ready to lose that 
stache/beard?- Love to take it off for 
you! Bodies, balls, crotch too! All 
ages/types, a 7136 


Nasty Raunchy Pigs Wanted 

Skins, gutter punks, party boys great, 
sweaty, unwashed bodies and clothing 
appreciated. Cum share your body 
tastes and smells, a 7137 


Great Butt Service 

For younger guys who like to show off 
their hole and get it sniffed and eaten 
out by a hot, masculine guy. B 7138 


Top Seek Friendly Rimmers 

Handsome uncut, hairy chest, in¬ 
shape well hung top with a bubble 
butt want some tongue action for fun 
and friendly rimmers. Lets do it. a 
7246 


Hot And Horny 

WM 38, 510", 160# Redhead. 
7"uncut. Looking for guys into water- 
sports, butt play, and other aspects of 
kink, a 7247 


Tag-Team Partner Needed 

Hairy muscled wrestler/boxer, 5'8", 
1401b. ISO buddy/partner for fre¬ 
quent workouts, NHB fights, boxing. 
You: under 200#, into weights, 
leather, s&m, boots, sweat, fists and 
more, a 7248 


Cum on Me 

GWM 45, 61" 200lbs, wants one or 
more to cum on me Let me suck or 
watch you j/o, then shoot your load on 
me. a 7249 


Submissive Wanted 

Sophisticated muscular dominant. 
ISO together submissive for collared, 
psychological training cbt etc. Con¬ 
tract possible. Not into soma scene. 
Serious only, a 7251 


Novice Needs Trailing 

From masc. in-shape white masters 
35 and under. Me: Asian,30, 5'9", 
160, bottom, HIV- tatts, into ws, tt, 
dildos, restraints, floggings, a 7252 


Wanted: Hot Young Barefeet 

You: 18/23, boyish, skinny & smooth, 
White, Latin, Asian with cute 
barefeet. Bi male 30's,.discreet, will 
rub massage, tickle & orally service 
your barefeet, maybe more? a 7328 


Sweaty Jockstraps 

My jockstrap gets kinda sweaty after 
workin out... looking for another in¬ 
shape masc guy into stickin his nose 
and tongue up there while I beat off... 
a 7330 


Young Slave Wants To Be A Dog 

26y/o very handsome submissive boy 
from Europe is looking for complete 
dog training by a cute and very de¬ 
manding master under 35. Master 
will be satisfied with the dog. a 
7329 


Feet! Fun! And Friendship! 

Lifelong attraction to men's barefeet. 
Crave mutual barefoot kissing, lick¬ 
ing, smelling, caressing, toe 
wrestling. Roles, fantasies, j/o. E.B 
sensual GWM w/toe ring, 5'9", trim, 
tan, hairy, HIV- loves barefootin! a 
7250 


COUPLES 


Threeways Or Groups 

Sexy, GWM, 56, 61", 175 wants to 
join a hot group or couples for steamy 
sex scenes. I'm fr a/p and br/a. Hung 
big. Call, maybe we can put a group 
together, a 7253 


OTHER 


Self-Suck! Auto-Fellatio! 

Self-suckers' showoff meetings; small 
groups. Can give tips, techniques; 
help going down. Optional gifts; video 
of you and other hot self-suckers, lim¬ 
bering bodywork, steam bath, electric 
massagers. a 7142 


Swing Daddy 

Really! Let's dance! Fit, fun 45yo 
prof GWM (lead) seeking younger 
GM (follow) to West Coast swing, 
two-step, waltz, etc. Some experience 
necessary but the package includes 
weekly lessons by prof dance teacher. 
Prefer medium to slight build guy mid 
20s to 30s. Call ad for info. B 7139 


Canadian (East European). 

31, average looks, rather lonely, sin¬ 
cere and compassionate, would like to 
learn more about California, a 7140 


Masculine/Muscular Smooth GBM 

VGL,ln such of other gym toned 
masc, muse, guys who likes to J/O to 
hot video's kick back and relax. Good 
admophere. Sit back and enjoy, a 
7331 


The Hottest Guy In Town 

Eveh the hottest guy in town is not 
worth risking your life over. Always 
play safe. Wear a condom and never 
exchange bodily fluids. Remember, 
safe sex is hot sex! a SAFE 



ORDER FORM 


Gay Comics #24_ Gay Comics #15_ 

Gay Comics #23_ Gay Comics #14_ 

Gay Comics #22 Gay Comics #13 Name_ 

Gay Comics #21 Gay Comics #12 Address 

Gay Comics #20_ Gay Comics #11_ _ 

Gay Comics #19_ Gay Comics #10_ 

Gay Comics #18_ Gay Comics #6_ 

Gay Comics #17_ 

Gay Comics #16. .Gay Conics #1_ 


Mail to: Gay Comics • 395 Ninth Street • SF • CA • 94103 


I hereby verify that I am over 18 years old. 



TRY IT fRft • TRY ITfRH-TRY IlfRft 

PLAYGIRL 

14 hours/7 days * Live Shows 


WWW.playjirl.COm/free 


Adults over 18 only. 


For The HOTTEST MAN-ON-MAN ACTION 
CHECK OUT WWW.6AVTV.COM! 

•Hardcore Movies •Live Video Cams 

Gay Personals *Video Chat 

•Erotic Picture Galleries 
and lots more! 

18 + 
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.liisa DonnetiY. 

jeweiLK comez...... 

.JUDTTTr K3T7 . . . 

.ranDve Lornon.. 

...Lmoa nei.soN.. 

.eiisaumi nonas. 

.cccjuaxan. 

«^<«*>.carta Trujrixo;*, 

.KITTY TSllI. 

.jessweus ........ 


TO BE CONTINUED: 
TAKE TWO 


EXCELLENT 

BODYWORK 


BayArEaRePORTER 

Personals 


JEFF GIBSON 

CMT 

626-7095 
$50 

"I've had hundreds of massages 
before and yours is the best- the 
best of the best." 

Joe Marchal, Olympic athlete 

• Deep Tissue • Swedish 

• Sportsmassage • Cross Fiber 

• Neuromuscular Therapy • Trigger Point 

• Soft Tissue Release . pnf Stretches 


Nude Swedish Massage 

SENSUOUS TOUCH 

Eric 564-6277 
$40/1N $50/OUT 


BLOW-AWAY. FULL-BODY 

DADDY 

MASSAGE 

LUSH — SATISFYING 

JAS 

Castro loe. 864-5447 


Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26Y/0 ASIAN 

ln/0ut-$60 

DAVE*567-7693 


Best Nude Rub in SF 715-6410 
Brad In/Out Cash/MC/V * Van Ness^ 


Personalized Swedish Sensual 
Massage by 5'9"145lb strong,handsome 
guy,nice bod, attentive, intuitive. 
$50/hr, $65/90 min. 

Warm Studio/Table 

DELANO 

Pgr: 376-5770 


Great Massage Relief773-9130 Kory 

SF HOTELS TOO! 


Feel the difference, strong, energetic 
and athletic CMT In/Out 
Fernando * (510) 655-4469 


Handsome Masculine 
6'4" 195# Blond/Blue Hairy 

SEXY NAKED EROTIC 

John 24Hrs Page: 208-0754 


Best Massage - Great Touch! 
Call Kory 24-Hrs* 773-9130 

SF HOTEL GUESTS 


Castro * Certified * Only $40 

**WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 621-4517 


Massage in front of a Roaring Fire 
Lean Muscular pro 6' 1801b 47yr 
Strong Sensual Touch.Chip626-4093 


Sensual *Full Body*Therapeutic 

SAN MATE0/SF0 

Exp'd, trained, Joe (650) 347-2937 


Erotic nude massage by well-built 48 
yo man 24hrDwntnSF 3982441Mark 


Naked, husky, hairy, tattooed dad 
gives good Swedish and erotic mas¬ 
sage $50 Buzz CMT 863-2094 


Go Home Happy! * 773-9130 Kor^ ? 


by Deborah Peifer 


To Be Continued: Take Two edit¬ 
ed by Michele Karlsberg & 

Karen X. Tulchinsky; Firebrand, 
$12.95 

f, f you were left on the edge of 
| your seat by the cliffhanger 

stories in last year’s To Be Con¬ 
tinued (Firebrand, $11.95), the 
wait is over. And if you decided to 
wait until the second part was 
published before parting with a 
dime, run, don’t walk, to your in¬ 
dependent bookseller, and feast 
on the remarkable short stories, 
begun in 7o Be Continued, and 
resolved, extraordinarily, in To Be 
Continued: Take Two. I’ll admit 
that I cheated, and reread each 
first part before reading each sec¬ 
ond, but the result was glorious. 
These stories are substantial, 
funny, sexy, terrifying. 

Consider “To the Flames,” Jess 
Wells’ tale of the burning times, 
when women were burned alive 
for knowing about herbs, for 
owning property, for healing the 
sick, for speaking their minds. 
Wells captures the terror of those 
centuries with skill and a poet’s 
eye for telling detail. I won’t tell 
how this or any of the other sto¬ 
ries end, but I will say that the 
ending was completely justified 
and absolutely unexpected. Lucy 
Jane BledsQe’s “Three Weddings” 
celebrates friendship even as she 
offers wry commentary on the 
hell we put our friends through 
in the name of true love. Her 
ending avoids every trap that a 
less skilled writer might fall into, 
and the result is particularly sat¬ 
isfying. 

I suspect that what makes the 
cliffhanger aspect of these two 
books so workable (in addition, 
of course, to the considerable 
skill of editors Michele Karlsberg 
and Karen X. Tulchinsky) is that 
the payoffs in every case were 
well worth the wait. Seeing these 
gifted artists stretch their creative 
muscles in a format that allowed 
more length than the typical 
short story was a delight. The 
depth of character, the range of 
emotion, the intricacy of plot 
were wonderful to behold. I’m 
greedy, so I’d love to see To Be 
Continued become an annual 
present for all of us who love to 
read. T 


Readings from To Be 
Continued: Take Two featuring 
Lucy Jane Bledsoe, Jewelle 
Gomez, Carla Trujillo, and Jess 
Wells take place at A Different 
Light, 489 Castro St., on May 
3 at 7:30 p.m. 


MASSAGE 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 267-1817 


Relax Release Enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 37 CMT 90 min 
$40 great hands Stan @ 641-8221 

E19 


RAGIN’CAJUN 

Cajun/Italian, ex-football jock 
1 hour, professional, erotic, experi¬ 
enced. 24 hour $50/in, $60/out. 
Peter 552-7383 


Simply no comparison 792-8028 

ASIAN GQ LOOKER 

E17 


Hot erotic massage $30 641-9058^ 


EROTIC SPIRITUALITY 

Specialized sessions. Taoist/Tantric 
Erotic Massage, Erotic Body Prayer, 
Anal Massage, etc. A traditional 
massage required before more spe¬ 
cialized work. For men working on 
both body and spirit.Kirk Prine, 

EdD, CMT, Energy Body Center 
(415) 552-7417 


Total Zone Erogenous Massage 
Jacoby 24 hr, 408-814-2295 
57" 125# Hry Swmrs Bid will trvj^ 


24-Hour Relief 773-9130 Kory 
Smooth athletic student * Van Ness 

E^7 


5'9",150#,great face & shaved body 

NAKED MARINE 

Mutual touching $40 415-289-7002 

E17 


Any Race Size Age 18+Kory773-9130 


SFUPT0WN.COM/GUYS 


Loads of Relief 715-6410 * Brad 
In/Out 24 Hrs Russian Hill 


I am a classically trained dancer also 
schooled 4yrs in neurological somatic 
bodywork. I apply this to massage & 
relaxing very sensual or more..ser- 
vices start at $80 office or Out only 
510-2875827 


DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
WITH ACCUPRESSURE AND 
ENERGY BALANCING. 
STRONG. INTUITIVE. 
HEALING. NURTURING 
6 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. 

GIOVANNI 

415 - 522-1909 


Cliff- 

hangers 


Erotic sensual massage by endowed 
oral expert.Great Massage 902-3841 


EXOTIC ISRAELI 

Great touch by very handsome CMT 
Strong,gentle & very friendly 245-1352 

$55 Massage*Bill*441-1054.Hot!! 


Nude Sexy Muscular 29 y/o 
Expert certified massage therapist 
Does sensual erotic and professional 
Swedish on table. Jeff 553-8804 


9+yrs exp. Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out, days/eves,Tom 650-345-7318 


NIPPLE PLAY =CHARGING 
THE BODY AND SOUL 

An evening of weaving the sacred 
and sensual together. From the work 
Kirk Prine created called Erotic 
Body Prayer.lntake interview/info 
(415) 552-7417 


PRO MASSAGE 

CMT 6 years Swedish, Shiatsu 
Therapeutic & healing. Nathan 505- 
8256. Travel anytime In/Out 24hours 

YOUR BUTT, MY TABLE 
LET DAD WORK ON YOU! 

WWW.JWEATHERMAN.COM 
John, CMT* 646-0920 

__E17 

SEXY STUD C.M.T 

Great touch&,much more by hansome 
& well endowed stud 510-716-5776 

_E17 

ASIAN MAGIC 

for soothing, relaxing touch 
Call Alex: 415 515-6999 
Pager: 415 414-8844 


27 yo wants U to experience the 
Latino oily body work with Carlos 

IN/OUT *807-5079 

_E17 

Magican Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364^ 


SI Am TOUCH 

Accupressure 
Relaxation 
Magic Sensualness 
Full Body 


Tloicnrr 

(415)474-4479 


EAST BAY BLOND 
MASSEUR! 

Full body erotic massage by blond 
muscular surfer in the nude! Come 
and relax. Sean * (510) 639-7086 

E19 


Erotic Full Body Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

by sexy well-built stud. $45*0ut 
Extra. (707) 865-2093 * Bob 


$40 sensual nude mass 6' 195# 
sexy muscular hunk very friendly, 
very playful. Hot. * 387-9451 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE? 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong, thera¬ 
peutic massage for in-shape guys by 
28 yr old Spanish/French guy. Stu¬ 
dent discounts & day/eve appts avail. 
Eric 841-5870 


$35 before 1pm, $40 after nude 
muscular 6' 195# Playful 387-9451 


NOTHING BUTT PLEASURE! 
Call Tom * (707) 887-0858 


Handsome,friendly, WM,32,built 
(5'10 ,, ,175#)greathands,gives full 
body deep Swedish massage. $50 
In/0ut,SF,Marin,Days/Eves. MIKE 
CMT * 388-4583 


EROTIC SENSUAL MASSAGE 
Expert massge with the release you 
need by a friendly hot endowed stud 
Your pleasure is my goal. Discount 
for repeat clients. 50/in 60/out. 
David * 902-3841 


Erotic Athletic Massage by Brad 
715-6410 Smooth,Young & Friendh^ 


Asian male gives great massage 
Pittsburgh. Pis call 925 439-8307 

E12 


Incredible massage by Tall Texas 
charmer 6'6 195# 60/In 80/0ut 
Attractive Attentive Affectionate 

WAYNE 252-7443 


A MAN’S MASSAGE 

Call Devin 650-938-3728 Out Only 

E 18 


You Deserve.. 

... a relaxing and therapeutic 
1 hour or 1 '/2 hour massage 

DEEP TISSUE • SWEDISH 

10 certified massage therapists 
Gift Certificates available 


tan & trim 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
550-B Castro Street 
S* 415.626.8505 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Intuitive, Sensitive Touch 
Swedish • Deep Tissue 

415-613-8343 


Castro ■ Pvt. Parking 
Evenings & Weekends 

DAVE 4l5-2D7-6l78pgr 


MASSAGE 



HOT+XXX-RATED 

rub 24hr Hawaii-Jap Hot Loads 
#1 Danny 650-592-4620 


SPECIALIZING IN MEN 
WWW.LACOUNT.COM 

707-887-9218 Michael CMT 


Midwesterrn Guy attr broad shoul¬ 
ders muscular dark hair gives a great 
Swedish massage 221-6716 Darryl^ 

6’2” BEEFY BLONDE, 26 

Very handsome. Deep, Relaxing 
208-2720 pgr Aft-Late Eve. In/Out ? 

HEALING MASSAGE 

From experienced professional 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Shiatsu 
Tom* CMT * 415 260-2951 


IN SONOMA COUNTY, 
CALLJOE, C.M.T. 

For a firm & satisfying hands-on 
experience, your place or mine in 
Petaluma * Call (707) 766-8269 Ejg 

Touch of Heaven Sensual & Relaxing 
Hwy280&Mission$40/$80out333-3424 

Manage stress, insomnia 
HIV, depression, backpain 
other chronic problems. 

Bart, massage, Zen-Shiatsu. 
Chinese Herbs, yoga 
415/441-3865 





Full Body 
Sensual 
Massage 

$30-850 in $40-$60 out 

Larry 252-9597 


lYorir table 
is waiting 


Therapeutic 
Swedish Massage 


Jon • CMT 

415 - 255 - 1 M 
(astro 


Relaxing &/or Erotic by a very 
Smth Nude Masc. Asian 560-6353 


^ Sensual Massage “i 

By Jeff £W»" 

, s . Located in 

the East Bay 

PfofessjonaHy 

m Trained M.T. 

with a loving, af- 

(925) 340-3228 fectionate 

http://www.homestead.com/boymassage/boy.html touch. 


Healing 

Massages 


Sean 


NUDE MALE MASSAGE/BRADLEY 
David $50 outonly 626-1951 


Pro Bodywork, healing, Shiatsu 

DEEP MASSAGE 

13 yrs. exp. From $40 Ed 697-4388 


Cute Nude Muscular Sensual Guy 
Complete Bodywork 510-819-9419 

BERKELEY BILSS 


S.F., E.B. 

HOT SENSUAL 

Erotic massage done in the nude by 
6'2", 185, Italian huge $45 In 
$55 Out. Anthony at 510-533-4398 ? 


319-0589 GRAND 

Dad exotic erotic rubs! Wet suit 
bareass your place or the tubs? 
You pay only expenses and tip. 


SAN JOSE THAI 

Massage, $60/Hr 
Pager/Voice: 408-815-1710 
Ask for "Thai Massage" 


MASSAGE 

Obey Massage. Out. 510/466-0455^ 


Tall, Strong man gives full-body 
hot oil, deep pressure massage in 
Hayes Valley $40/Hr.Gary 431-5704 


Sensual Massage 
for Your Pleasure 
415 - 861-9909 

outcall only by appoinment 


Peninsula Erotic/Therapeutic M 
You like being touched! I know how! 
Gd/Trn/on In/Out 650-367-7528 

E 06-00 


Mack's"full-body" massage 3466490 
In/Out Calls. Disc, for students 


AH-H HEALING MASSAGE 

Sensual, safe and therapeutic. 

One of DC's finest comes to the Bay 
Area. Outcalls, hotels OK. 800-484- 
1526, X5379, Thom 


RUSSIAN RVR MASSAGE 

Total bodywork by exp bdyworker 
Strong, sensitive, nurturing 
Mike CMT 707-869-3236 


Sensual, Therapeutic, Total Body 

$30 FEEL GOOD MSG FOR 

your pleasure Exp CMT 552-5364^ 


Best massage in East Bay. Ex Int'l 
model new in US, 27 6'1,160#. 
Prefer pampering mature men over 45 
who value quality.$65 510-532-5603 g 


HEALING 


HANDS 

Full-Body 

DeepTissue 

Swedish 

Massage 

10 am to Midnight 
In/Out 
Credit Cards 
Accepted 


Relaxing 

Nurturing 

Healing 

Swedish full-body 
massage 

Upper Noe Valley 

Scott Romyns, 
emt 

(415) 282-6632 


Handsome,Slender, Sexy Latin MT 

RELAX WITH ME! 

Nude, intimate full body massage 
from a friendly, caring guy with 
great hands/personalized touch 
Kelly at 764-5581 $50 SF Only 



RELEASE and ENJOY 


Swedish, Shiatsu 8 Deep Tissue 
Feel relaxed and revitalized after a 
full body massage by my great hands. 


Tourists and older men are most welcome. 
Civic Center location. Easy parking. 
$6o/hr in - $7o/hr out. 


Drew CMT 415 . 255.0850 

$10.00 off for 1 day in advance booking. 





LOVING 

STROKES 


Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 


STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


Strong Bodywork 


a 



You’re in Good Hands! 
Treat Yourself to the BEST. 
Certified, 9 years/Castro 

Tom Lombardo 553-4073 


6' 180LBS OFFERING THAI OR 


JAPANESE TRADITIONAL MASSAGE 


WONG 415.305.2890 


email: vongchow@yahoo.com 


OUTCALL ONLY $70 PER HOUR 


San Jose bear paws 408-605-1687 

r _EJS 

5'7"X135#Smooth 23y/o relaxing 

ASIAN RETREAT 

Older Men & touruists OK 790-7888 


TALL BLOND 

34yo,6'3",185, muscular swimmer's 
build, hairy chest & legs. Hot mas¬ 
sage, out only. 415-449-5968 


UNIQUE 

Touch Massage and Earth-Light 
Energy Working 415-255-1164 
Daemon/Appt only $45 session ^ 

Cute 22yoLatinboy gives massage 
$55/hr OutOnly 510-892-9322 Alex ? 

COWBOY FROM IDAHO 

Let a cowboy rub you down 
In/Out * Dean * 307-9123 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 

30 y.o. Runner 
Smooth. Great Legs + Ass 
415-565-8049 * Kirk 


Muscular Man 925-689-6076 

_*_E18 

Deep tissue, Swedish Full-body erotic 
massage by yng bind BB- trainer 
Jeff $45 In/Out *864-1190 


FOR ASIAN MEN 

Very good looking German CMT 24 
gives full body Swedish, deep tissue 
massage using table and hot oil. 
Blonde, 5'11" 155# smooth chest, 
friendly! 24/7 in/out. Jason (650) 
755-2946. Hotels OK 


EROTIC NUDE & HOT 

Very nasty uninhibited rubdown-raw 
man to man naked action-ln Only- 
Eve-Wknds *Scott* 564-1550 


YOUNG,CUTE & FRIENDLY 

Massage Therapy. One-on-one or 
two-on-one. Nuturing male affection 
Couples welcome. In/out 
Shane & Peter (415) 487-9809 

Handsome 25yr Jock w/5 yrs exp 

NEW IN TOWN 

Full Body Erotic Swedsh Massage 
6' 170# in/out $50 Alex 503-0453 n7 

NUDE SENSUAL MASSAGE 

By attractive Amerasian 
Eves/wknds in/out 415-703-7158 

[18 

BLKMASSEUR AIRWAYS 

Daily non stops to relaxation 
by sensual blk CMT 5'8" 197 msclr 
Swedish sports deep tissue 
888 436 5073 daddyloxx@aol.com ? 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 


miFOBli FAMTflSY 


• X-USMC Drill Sergeant 

• Good-Looking Bodybuilder 

• Dominant, Most Scenes 

• Based in L.A. / Will 
Travel to Bay Area 
Day-Overnite Trips 

909 - 549-0600 





4 



PORN SUPERSTAR 


“HEADING TO S.F.?! 

Hairy Italian Bi-Dude gives beat 
French when his lady is away. Safe 
Manly Escort to your Hotel/Homo. 

415-565-5006 



iilmc 



Have equipment andplayspace. 

Scott (415) 790-0902 IN/OUT 



IN/OUT CALLS 
357.0705 


RED(HEAD)- 27Y0 TOP 

Smooth, lean, defined. 

Hung x-thick. (p) 708-1981 


MAN WITH A FIST-TOYS 

Need a helping hand? I'm great 
w/beginners thru advanced. Give 
it up 2 Nick-Nob Hill- 885-1471 


WORDS CAN’T EXPRESS 

Beautiful bottom boy. Sultry, 
sexy, and cute. Classic medit. 
features. Olive skin, 165lbs. 5'11". 
Page/vm 415-232-2300 


Be the happiest man alive 792-8028 

CUTE ASIAN BOY 

_E17 

BB Bottom In/Marin, Out/BayArea 
Ted* (415) 459-3488 


ARAB 

415 303 4626 

5'5" Hairy, muscular, blk hair 138# 
$120. w no attitude 


This 5'9" 140# 

BIKE MESSENGER 

knows how to deliver 792-0186 

_EJ2 

Hunk makes you obey on your 
knees. Fee. Outcalls. 510/466-0455 


SACRAMENTO 

Masseur, escort, drk blond, blue. 
Built chest & arms x thick tool 
(916) 819-0447 older welcome 

25 bid bu 6'2" 190 8x6 very oral 

TOPS YOUR BUTT 

vanilla to wild: ff ws toys 
Andy 679-8675 out/discreet. 


SEXY BOY 

21, lean swimmers build blo/blu 
cute, hung. Hans 415 270-9418 

Jason--Muscular young 

HEARTTHROB 

Handsome face, bulging boxers 
$150 very foxy 267-3991 


Tattooed shaved head piercings 
25yr 6ft. 170# kinky 81/2 uncut 
$100 out 245-3629 


EROTIC MASSAGE 
IN THE NUDE 

Masculine nude 25yo hairy chest 
and legs, cute butt! Release 
with a handsome straight acting 
guy. Outcalls anywhere in S.F. 

Bay 510-912-8812 Brice great 
release after $80 


Clean, nice hands, playful 8"tool 

19Y0 MUSICIAN/ARTIST 

Expert n dom & fetishes. Blk hair 
blu eye 5'9" 140# smooth & sinewy 
submit! $90-120 in/out 305-1910 

E17 

BEND OVER 

Hairy-chest porn stud tops. 

224-0535 early eves. 
www.mackkurtis.com 


CUTE STR8 BOY 

Dark brown ponytail, brown 
eyes, in black jeans w/ ample 
means. Let me explore your 
sensual fantasies. Sean, 
245-6960, out only. 


8X6” HOT THICK 
BLACK POLE 

VGL muscular man, hot top. 

Call me 925-312-1109 $130 out. 

___E18 

230LB USDA BEEF 

5’8” X PROWRESTLER 

20" arms 31"waist 50"ch 
out only 650 220-2044 or 
650-615-4111- $120 
HARDCORE MUSCLE 


Totally smooth blk bod 414-0344 



HOT SALSA! 

27yo hung smooth body handsome 
versatile out only 415 337 4975 

JAPANESE COLLEGE BOY 

24yrs old 57" 140lbs 
Very handsome, cool, cute 
Smooth, (510) 873-4914 

_' _E18 

SOUTH BAY BOY 

24,5'H", 165#, short blonde hair. 
100/hr. Pager/voice: 408-882-8669. 
E-mail/pic: SnJoseStud@aol.com 

ASIAN SPICE 

Houng, 24, 5'9", 150#, smooth. 
100/hr. Pager: 408-815-1710. 
E-mail/pic: AsianEsc@aol.com ^ 

Hot blk stud 

20yr 81/2 707-2633 Jarvis 


COWBOY FROM IDAHO 

Let your fantasies run wild 
In/out Dean 307-9123 


Hot 24yo college student 
6'1" 1901b brn/blu 42"ch 33w 71/2 
cut nice chest and beautiful ass 
Out calls only $100 
Call 289-7968 Robert 


HOT & SEXY BOY 

22, 6'2", 160, dark blond/green. 
Smooth, supple, lean body. 
Handsome, endowed, friendly, real. 
Pager/voice mail (415) 208-1408 


Sexy blond jock with w/shbrd abs & 
Incredible pecs. 5'9",155lbs, 

8 VZ”c tanned masculine, & very 
handsome, $80 in/$100 out 
JASON 864-1190 


Boys 2 Men 

escorts 

415 . 824.2697 

Since 1993 

Now Interviewing 
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MODELS/ESEtlRTS 


IN TOWN APRIL 30TH THRU MAY 5TH 



KENNETH SAWYER 
6 ' 1 / 2"-187 lbs 
Featured in MEN & TORSO 

415 - 522-2366 


CORNFED & HUNG 

Cleancut midwest boy 
27, 5'10", 1601 bs. 

Tight body, ripped abs 

HUNG 9 CUT IN/OUT 
PGR, VM 582-9228 

_ ___E18 

SUBMISSIVE BOTTOM 

6T', 140lbs. small firm butt, 

9", masculine, pgr. 415-210-2596 

__EQ7 

21yr old 5'6" 120# 

MIXED ASIAN/WHITE BOYTOY 
Smooth cute versatile bottom 
$125 Jake out only 415 841-6659 

___Q 9 

Attractive affectionate Amerasian 
Sensual oral passionate play 
35, 5'6" 150# in/out 415-703-7158 

_E17 

Handsome hung Italian/German 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

34 6' 150# 30w hairy chest/legs 
dominant masc intlgnt huge 10x7 
gentle strength & arousing edge 
aggressive oral top or kicks 
back for service. SF Marin or 
travel Bay Area Tom 415-256-6743 o 

IRISH LAD IS LEAVING TOWN 
Uncut paleskin 25yo redhead-get 
it while you can! Call 998-8087 

E17 

STEAMY LATIN TOP 28Y 

5 , 6",140,SAF$100 Franc pgr 303-9198 

Hot Hawaiian-Jap 2 rockhard 
smooth globes of butt! Loads of 
relief 29yo, 24hr. 650-5924620 

E23 

CHOCOLATE THUNDER 

5'8" 197 msclr w dreds and 

packing 8 juicy inches 

888 436 5073 daddyloxx@aol.com 7 

TWINK SENSATION! 

22yrs wholesome cute thin fair 
Info: www.sonic.net/~goblin/w 
pgr: 415-414-1669 out-call fun ^ 

CUTE SKATEBOARD BOY 
NEW FROM SANTA CRUZ 

21, 6', 175#, smooth, friendly, 
brn/blue, affectionate, tight 
body, masculine, handsome. 

Out only cell: 415 902-4933 

Colonics, catheters, kink 241-0567 

_;_'_Ei7 

I love to please "Daddy" 

PLEASURE BOTTOM 

In Marin- Andy 461-4135. In/out 

___E18 

21YNEWLATIN STUD 

5'8",150,8"pgr.4140132 

' _E17 

Handsome, hairy, massively 
endowed. 415-256-6743 

E20 

Handsome face Italian well built 
soft-spoken and mature yet sexy 
415 807-9822 

E20 

Versatile handsome masculine 
Jewish very playful aggressive 

BOTTOMBOY 8X6 

HUNG MEN MY PLEASURE 

5'10" 165# brn/brn stache & gte 
great smooth hot willing butt 
always horny 24 hours. 

Jeff 415-377-8779 

A good top is hard to find but 
a hard top that's good is what 
you need handsome muscular Italian 
hung 8 1/2 thick Tony 487-1959 

Black top Flex SF Oak 415-245-3971 



New in town! Just here from 
Ireland 21 yo uncut pg. 998 8087 
Leave message for Conner ^ 

Blonde, goatee, pierced, tattooed 

LONG HAIRED SURFER 

6', 200, 31, very masc, muscular 
great looking, passionate top 
Zach 515-1428 msg. Out only ^ 

Hot handsome Latin Jock 
"8" hard thick smooth lean 
body in/out call discreet 
hot. Kith 415 560 5835 

_ E18 

SIZE 12 FEET 21 YO WM 
739-9217 SF/OUT $60 

_'___E17 

SEXY 20YO EUROPEAN 

6' 170# DANCER'S BUILT 
LOREN 251-0067 pgr. 

E17 

9X7 FANTASY TOP MAN 

Erik available 24hrs. 807-7776 

_E17 

Hot 24yo incredible firm round 
butt, beautiful tool. Completely 
versatile 5'10" 150# 208-1763 
Toe curling session! 

___E18 

Totally smooth awesome body 

DELICIOUS BLACK STUD 

Expert oral vgl & masc. 414-0344^ 
Smooth, lean, masculing 6'oral-top 

BIG-BONED BOY 

Emphasis on the bone! Big nuts 2 
Clint *414-1030* hot 26yo.Anytime ? 

MY OTHER JOB! 

Hot sexy stud 29yo. 5'9" 160# 

8CUT IN/OUT 739-0427 
Hammer me hard! 

For your pleasure.. ej? 

INCREDIBLE 

Built, Bind, Horney & Hung 
Bearing 42" Chest,Lean Smooth Abs 
Matt 378-HARD Wkdays/Eve/Sun^ 

24 6' 140# blonde/blue 

HARVARD BOY 

Cute, lithe, and open minded 
pager 415-232-3401 out only. ej? 

WANT IT ROUGH? 

Lean, smooth leather top, 32, 
gives it like you need it 
sm/bd/ff/ws, dog/slave training 

PAGE JACK 790-3312 

E17 

FANTASY FULFILLMENT! 

Uninhibited with aim to please 
Into most scenes 5'11" 170# 32'w 
For quality Ron 415-790-6314 

^ J _E17 

SMOOTH BOY 

5'11" 155# smooth swim bid vrstl 
w/ great ass Kyle (415) 376-6396 
www.lovings.com ^ 

BLK HANDSOME STUD TOP 

Very discrete and friendly clean 
slim built with boyish looks and 
well endowed also stays hard 
first timers welcomed out only 

CEDRIC PGR VM 
510 639-6576 

_Eiq 

HOT HARD STUD 

Versatile top, 31, 5'10",175#, 8x6 
Jake* page 709-0338 

__E18 

STUDPUPPY 

Ultra-handsome guy with a super 
tight build. Pager 212-1086 


Here’s What You Want 

►SUPER HUNG 

► EXTRA HANDSOME M 

College Jock with defined 
tight body & very versatile. 

Matt 864-1190 In/Out 


rTT7T 


Gay, straight, bi-boyz wanted for local 
video productions. XXXellent Pay! Foto & 
Fone to: BM Inc. 329 S. Mayfair Ave. 
#384 Daly City, CA 94015 


PEOPLE 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 

Call Days 707-823-3895 

Butt bottoms wanted, experienced in 
plugs, toys and hands. 752-0971^ 

Need items for AIDS charity, books 
clothes, etc. Tax deductible861-8661 

_'_ E17 

Bare-Assed Spanking 
Experienced,Safe: 647-0984 

'E52 

BOYLESK BULLETIN 

Free! Write POB 4022, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402-4022 

E21 

FREE! 

Live phone action! 

(213) 213-6868. 

Regular Ldra 18+ only ^ 

Vers WM gym bd 5'11",8" nds WM 
w/big cock, hairy butt * 776-7472 ^ 

Good Head No/JO * 285-8390 

_E22 

X. METCALFE 

Please call Scott 916-488-4898 

Teledate: 1-800-756-6334,XT4,18+ 

MEET HOT, HORNY GUYS! 

_'_ E17 

$$$TICKLISH GUYS$$$ 
WANTED $$ 928-8765 

DO WE BUY PORNO? YES!! 

Magazines, Videos, Art Collections 
or What Have You? Clean out your 
closets! Call Steve or Patrick at 
415-621-1188. Do it today! 

___E20 

Amateur videofotographer Ikng 4 ex¬ 
hibitionist 18+ 4 home videos. Solo, 
couples,mild2wild. 550-6440 

r ' _E18 

Exhibitionists wanted (415)202-6486 

_ E17 

PHYSIO-PSYCHO METRY 

A psychic experience in Body Divina¬ 
tion, appt only $30 Rod w/audio tape 
415-255-1164 

ICQ DARKMAN 

35/55 for deep tongue action. Pis no 
chubby/fonesex @ 241-0288 

_H8 

Spank me Whip me 707-435-8376 

_E18 

Anyone having info about 

KENNY CHATEL AKA 
VANCE VELVET 

please contact me. I really want to see 
you. Jaime 650-349-9559 

SHOW US YOUR COCK!! 

Our 16th year of guys jacking off to¬ 
gether at SF Jocks! 

415-267-6999 
See the Thing Itself! 

Talented deep throat service 
fpr extra well endowed men!!! 

Call Dan 771-2154 for relief. 

E18 

TOWTRUCK DUDE 

Shaved head bootstomper, tats, 
gives blow jobs to cholos, punks 
blue collar. Wears derby jackets, 
ski-masks, ben davis, hoods. 

Can travel 408-720-8698 



Ultimate 

Fantasy 

1 - 888 - 999-6550 


GIVE m TO YOUR 
DARKER SIDE 

Fetishes, kMk and dark 
pleasa'^^Bfreside • 
HERE... on ManPark 
415-356-6900 code 4719 



[Hd.r.gi-n 


GAY? Bl? CURIOUS? 

Experience only what another 
man can give another 
Call now! 

1-900-993-3 536 
1-800-944-2211 

Visa/MC/AE/Check • $2.98/m!n. must be 18 


HOT, HUNG 
& HORIXIY^ 

1-473-407-8506 


mjiM 


7a{re it like a MAN on 
ManPark™! Try it FREE! 

415 - 356-6900 

Use PLEASURE PASS 4711 


§S3€3®5S5£) 

| BIG PECS | 
BIG NIPS 
Beer Bash 

Friday, Mav 7th i 

ffi 9-12 

(j)$l drafts/$2 btls.j 



415 - 356-6900 


BODY TRIM 

Backs butts balls etc $20+ 

In/out Frank 510- 459-8624 

E20 

TRIM THAT BUSH!! 

Crotch & body hair trim & shaving 
San Jose & surrounding areas. 

Call Paul: 408-305-0407 

_E20 

Head for yng'n straight. 282 5618 e? 

MEET RIGHT NOW 

Simply the best telephone 
service in the Bay Area. 

Local access from all six area 
codes. First five days FREE! 

(415) 707-2400 (510) 281-2400 

Body trim shave Castro location 
Call 626 1168 for appt. 


h Ji'f 11 / ■ i a 


m 

>ok- 
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Hot and raunchy cubs are look- 

ling for you on ManPark™! 


415 - 356-6900 


L ySE B E AR tra p CPPE 4725 1 


HOT YOUNG GUYS! 

Join the party! Club Voice Mai! ~ 

415 - 247-5555 

Browse, Match <5 Chat! 18+ code 4185 


Tall, Dark and HUNG men are 
waiting to play with you on 

H The 

Confidential Connection 
415-247-2000 

Use FREE code 3954 
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PEOPLE 



Exhibitionist Garage 


If you like to get hard, show off and 
watch or play with other guys who like 
the same, try out the Garage at the 

Circle J Club 

Garage open every night 8pm-12m 
except Mon and Thu. 

Cool lighting, huge show-off space. 
In addition, adjoining video theater 
features 3 continuous porno screens 
and is open every day 10am-12m. 

Unlike many clubs nearby, 
the Circle J is safe, clean, friendly 
and relaxed. Not a cruise bar dis¬ 
guised as a sex club, we're designed 
for guys who like to show 
off and watch others show it off. 
Must check street clothes Tue & Fri 


BAY AREA 
MEN 


• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 

24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 




MEET SOMEONE 
SPECIAL FOR 1999! 
1-758-456-7556 

GAY CONNECTION 

1 - 473 - 407-8 537 

LIVE MANSCAN! www.elitemen.com 

1-473-WET-1776 

Int'l toll applies Must be 18+ 


S MAtTSa 

Jain the party on dub Voice-MALf* 
Meet guys TQOAYI Browse & Match Ffttf! 

415 - 247-5555 

Use code 4185 m 


Ring In The New Year 
With A Hot Horny Guy At... 

MANSCAN 

LIVE MEN 24 HOURS! 

1 - 473 - 407-8191 





IREAllEPORTER 


I I MC V AE D NVS FoNcCKS 15c pci minutefor les 

415.MAN.TALK 

626.8255 


TeleFANTASY 888.999.6550 

; M Met 8;«. Inc. M t At tic. iu I’rfcvs hmv . \<t tms " 


Pick Up The Phone ! 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD 


Stops Here ▼ 


BOLD Stops Here V CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request 


RATES 


First line, Regular 
All subsequent lines 


4.50 

3.00 


CAPS 

BOLD 

X-BOLD 

PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


double price 
double price 
triple price 


i i i 


i i i 


i i i 


I I I 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 

II 


I I 


I I 


I I 


J L 


l l 


J L 


I I 


I I 


I I 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Number of Issues 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
















































































































THE NUMBER 

THE ONLY NUMBER YOU’LL EVER NEED 


Try it for free. 
(415) 392-1584. 


-V' 'i, 

!«o 

\ < 
y ' , (/TE C'' ! ' 


(415) 392-8400 


You must be 18 








or bill either service to your phone 
at 1-900-505-3333 
only $2.40 for 24 hour access 


INSTANT MESSAGING • MEMBER & PRO 
ADS • FREE TO LIST • FREE LIVE CHAT* 


limited availability 




















